
MARCH 28, SUNDAY 
Closter Lions Club – 8:00 a.m. to noon: Northern Valley Regional High School, 
Knickerbocker Road, Demarest: For its 75th year of service to Closter, the semi-annual 
pancake breakfast that will benefit Community Hospice of Bergen Co. and the Lions Community 
Assistance Fund.  Donations are $6.00; children 5 or under are free. Celebrating the spirit of 
Volunteerism in our community, this event is the Kick-Off of the month long events that have 
been planned to acknowledge Closter’s 300 Years of History. 
   
Walking Tour of Historic Downtown Closter – 2:30 p.m. Meet at the “Clock Tower   ” on 
“Main Street”:   Lifelong resident William Cahill  will conduct a one hour tour which will note 
the many Victorian styles and unique architectural features  of the homes and commercial 
structures in what was once known as “Closter City.”  
 
APRIL 3, SATURDAY 
Historic Sign Dedication of Nagel-Auryansen Cemetery – 1 p.m.  Entrance located at 44 
Susan Drive.    Bergen County  Historical Society and the Borough of Closter honor the final 
resting place of the early Closter settlers with a Bergen county Blue sign.  The stories of the 
people who took part in the first settlement, the American Revolution, and the early growth of 
Closter will be told as we see the permanent reminders of their lives,  the ancient tombstones. 
 
APRIL 5, MONDAY 
Timeline Exhibit of Closter’s History –  through April at the Closter Public Library   280 
High Street Fun facts and surprising truths! Amazing photos and news about Closter in bygone 
years.   Vintage  images of homes, businesses,  places of worship and important people from 
Closter’s past. 
 
“The Story of Closter’s History” - 7:00 p.m. at the Closter Public Library: A comprehensive 
DVD presentation of our town’s history accompanied by a discussion panel, “Toby and Friends”.    
Listen to the personal anecdotes of  long-time and senior residents. 
 
Open Dress Rehearsal and cablevision taping – 4:00 p.m. Closter Library  Everyone invited 
to a preview of the Zelnick concert. 
 
APRIL 6, TUESDAY 
Tenakill Middle School ~5th & 6th Grade Lecture – 8:45 a.m. in the Tenakill Middle School 
Auditorium, High Street:  With over 250 images historian Tim Adriance will present an 
entertaining and educational program that tells the story of Closter’s settlement for our 5th & 6th 
grade students. 
 
APRIL 7, WEDNESDAY 
“From Wilderness to Settlement” – 7:00 p.m. in the Tenakill Middle School Auditorium, 
High Street:  This lecture for adults tells the story of the original settlement of Closter 300 years 
ago.   .  The lives of Barent and Resolvert Nagle will be explored, their purchase of the 1,030 
acres of land, their homes and the culture.  An amazing amount of the original settlement exists 
today.  Presented by Tim Adriance (tenth-generation descendant of Resolvert Nagle).  
 
 
 
 



 
 
APRIL 8, THURSDAY 
Student Concert of Revolutionary War Period Music – 1:30 p.m. Tenakill Middle School 
Auditorium, High Street: Several students will do an accompanying narration.  Refreshments 
will be provided by the Closter PTO.      
 
 APRIL 11,SUNDAY AND CONTINUING THROUGH  May 9 -   
Belskie Museum Exhibit, “The Settlement of Closter” - Saturdays & Sundays 1:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m.   This ongoing exhibit shows the early history of Closter through numerous original 
documents and artifacts.  See original deeds from the early 1700s, learn about the lives of the 
early settlers, and marvel at the rich history of Closter.  Presented by the Belskie Museum and 
the Auryansen/Naugle families. 
 
Historic Storefront Poster Exhibit - Hillside Elementary School’s 4th Grade Students will 
display their works of art in poster form in storefronts located in  historic  downtown Closter. 
 
APRIL 11, SUNDAY 
Lemonade Porch Walks ~Walking Tour of Historic Victorian District  - Tours at Noon and 
1:00 p.m:  Meet at the Jovine House located at 270 Harrington Avenue.  See and learn about 
Closter’s newly designated historic District that is now protected from teardowns and 
inappropriate alterations.  Talk to homeowners and the Historic Commission architect who lives 
in one of the authentic Lemonade Porch Victorians.  Get advice on historic colors and ideas for 
your vintage home.  Sip lemonade on a porch and enjoy tea in the Jovine’s garden. 
 
Eighteenth Century Carriage Rides:  10:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  Meet at the Jovine House 
located at Harrington Avenue & West Street. Enjoy a tour of this Historic Victorian District 
in an eighteenth century horse and buggy.  Sponsored by Joe Miele. 
  
WEEK OF APRIL 12  AT THE CLOSTER PUBLIC LIBRARY 
   In celebration of 300 years of Closter’s history, the Closter Public Library  is holding a 
scavenger hunt for families during spring recess.  Each day  from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. the 
Library will provide two clues to two historic locations.  Prizes will be given to children/families 
at the locations.  Those who participate all week and correctly discover all ten locations will be 
awarded a grand prize.  Rules and clues can be picked up Monday, April 12th. 
 
APRIL 17, SATURDAY 
Historical Arbor Day Planting – 10:00 a.m. at Pollack Square located at the intersection of 
Closter Dock and Piermont Roads: Celebrate Arbor Day with the Shade Tree Commission.   
 with the planting of a beautiful Copper Beech tree  .    
 
APRIL 18, SUNDAY 
A Musical Salute to the 40’s & the 50’s – 2:00 p.m. in the Closter Public Library 
Community Room:  Francine Evans & the Joel Zelnik Trio will provide a delightful afternoon 
concert of music from the 40’s and 50’s. 
 
Closter’s Churches on Display - 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m:  Enjoy a walking tour and visit some of 
our historical churches, learn their histories, listen to some of their music.  The Reformed 
Church, St. Paul’s Church, New Life (Congregational), Centennial, Sadhu Vaswanhi Center, 



Temple Emanu-El are part of this open house.  There will be docents to explain the structures 
and services and provide refreshments. 
 
Arnold Brown presents Closter’s Black History – 4:00 p.m. at the 1896 Centennial AME 
Zion Church, 5 Lewis Street:  Historian, author and well-known authority on Bergen County’s 
Black History.  Arnold Brown, a descendant of the Oliver family who were members of the Zion 
Church, shares the rich history of the Closter Mountain Community “Skunk Hollow”, AME Zion 
Church, the Methodist Episcopal Church of Colored People of the Township of Harrington and 
of his Great-Great-Grandfather, a former slave and a dominie of the Closter Mountain 
Community.   
 
Eighteenth Century Horse and Carriage Rides: 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.:  Visit our churches 
in an authentic 18th Century carriage.  Start at the eighteenth century Parsell’s House (Lone Star 
Tavern) located at 639 Piermont Avenue   travel to the Jovine House at Harrington and West St. 
and return to the Parsell’s House along Durie and Demarest Avenues. 
 
Closter Nature Center’s Soup Supper: 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.  Closter Nature Center, 
Ruckman Road:  The members of the Closter Nature Center invite you for a gathering that 
offers an abundance and variety of delicious homemade soups, plus fresh breads.  The cost is 
$7.00 for adults and $3.00 for children under the age of 10  
 
 
APRIL 20, TUESDAY 
Jacob’s Toolbox – 7:00 p.m., Closter Public Library, High Street:  This children’s program, 
sponsored by the Closter Library, presents the story of early Closter in a way youngsters will 
enjoy.  The centerpiece of this children’s story time is the toolbox of Jacob H. Adriance, who 
was born in Closter in 1850.  The toolbox’s folk art painting of early Closter serves as a 
backdrop for stories about growing up in Closter long ago; Jacob’s brother, who went off to fight 
the Civil War at age 14; the fire in Jacob’s home; working in the quarry at age 12; and the homes 
Jacob helped build in Closter.  Children will have a hands-on opportunity to touch the past as we 
explore the tools and items found in the toolbox.  Presented by Tim Adriance (great-grandson of 
Jacob). No charge, but registration is required.  Call 201-768-4197 
 
APRIL 21, WEDNESDAY 
The Jersey Dutch and Their Architecture –7:00 p.m. Tenakill Middle School, High Street:  
This lecture for adults explores the Dutch/European roots of the cultural traditions of those who 
lived in early Closter.  This presentation focuses particularly on architecture – the permanent and 
visible remnant of the Jersey Dutch cultural group existing within Bergen, Rockland, and Passaic 
counties.  Over 350 images of houses, barns, churches, and other cultural items (from here and 
from Europe) will be featured.  Presented by architectural historian and Closter Historic 
Preservation Commission member, Tim Adriance. 
 
Closter History Story Hour – 7:00 p.m. Closter Public Library, High Street:  This program 
is designed for children in grades K-2 to help them explore and learn about historic locations in 
Closter, relative to where they live.  Children will leave the story hour with a map of Closter’s 
historic locations and a scrapbook for Closter memories. No charge, but registration is required.  
Call 201-768-4197 



 
APRIL 24, SATURDAY 
Tour of Nagel-Auryansen Cemetery and Resolvert Nagel’s Pre-1945 Houses – Noon.  Enter 
at Nagel-Auryansen Cemetery on Susan Drive: Tour the historic cemetery first then proceed 
to Hickory Lane. Visit the three houses owned by Resolvert Nagel that are shown on the first 
map of Closter drawn in 1745 (all on Hickory Lane  
 
Revolutionary War Reenactment – 2:00 p.m. at the IsaacNaugle House, 80 Hickory Lane: 
This living-history presentation for all ages will be a re-creation of an actual American 
Revolution event on the original site.  A “marauding band of Loyalist Tories” (commonly known 
as “the British”) will “raid” the home of patriot Isaac Naugle.  You will witness the struggle and 
heartache that our founders suffered in the war for American independence.  Presented by the 
Borough of Closter and the Brigade of the American Revolution. 
 
April 24 –Children’s Day, 10 a.m. to noon at Lindgren’s Nursery School, 211 Irving 
Avenue: (established 1944 at the Nagle Homestead) Traditional 19th Century games and toys for 
children at the Lindgren Nursery School – Hoops, Jacks, Marbles, quoits, whirligigs, a petting 
zoo and pony rides.   For Information  please call 201-768-3550. 
 
Book signing by Patricia Garbe Morillo 4:00 p.m. at the Belskie Museum.280 High Street.  
Meet the author of the book, Images of America Closter and Alpine.  Pat Morillo was the 
inspiration, educator and force that created the beginning of the recognition of the need to 
preserve Closter’s historic treasures.   . 
 
APRIL 25, SUNDAY 
Little League Parade – Parade participants meet in the parking lot behind Borough Hall on 
Lewis Street, at 12:30.   Line the streets of historic downtown Closter and enjoy watching our 
Little League parade through historic downtown to Memorial Field.  Opening Day Ceremonies 
begin at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Celebrating Closter’s 300 Years of Volunteerism – 1:30 p.m. A sampling of 300+ of Closter’s 
volunteers will meet at Memorial Field to participate in a photo tableau 
 
Reception – 2 p.m.–5 p.m.  Borough Hall  The Mayor and Council host a reception for our 
volunteers, all our residents and business men and women to celebrate each other and Closter’s 
history. 
 
The Artists/Sculptors of Closter – 2:30 p.m. at the Closter Public Library, Community 
Room.  Life-long resident, William Cahill, will speak about five of the very famous sculptors 
who worked in Closter from 1890 to 1960.  Included is information on the artist who sculpted 
Grant’s tomb, Belskie,  Baillie, Rhind and  Jovine.   
 
APRIL 30, FRIDAY 
Closter Nature Center – 179 Ruckman Rd. 7:30 p.m.  “Nature Yarns, Myths from Native 
American cultures in the Northern Valley and Tales Tall or Real from the early Dutch and 
English Settlers”. Master storyteller Jonathan Kruk delights and enlightens all ages with his tales.     
Tthe event is free, donations are welcomed .  Refreshments will be served.   
 



 MAY 1 SATURDAY 
 Our Grand Finale !   A Sail on the Hudson River aboard the Hudson River Sloop, 
Clearwater, a National Historic Site, 4 p.m. . to commemorate the Closter farmers who used 
the Hudson as their highway The three hour  sail will be preceded by a shad bake – Meeting 
place, Alpine Dock –  $25 per person,  reservations are a must – 201-784-0600 x 481 
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