
                                                                                                                                                                  
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
         REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – DECEMBER 28, 2016 - 7:30 P.M.    
 
  Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 8:27 p.m. 
 
1. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 

 
 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and the 
Star Ledger on January 7, 2016, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
continuously posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has 
been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.  
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
 The following persons were present: 
  Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
  Councilpersons: David Barad, Alissa Latner, Brian Stabile, Jannie Chung and Victoria Amitai 
  Borough Administrator, Arthur Braun Dolson 
  Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
  Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
  Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
  Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine 
 
 The following persons were absent: 
  Councilman Robert Di Dio 
 
 Also Present: 
  Councilman-Elect Joseph Yammarino 
 
3. MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S) 
 

 Mayor Glidden announced that there would be no presentations this evening but there will be 
several at the next Regular Meeting.  
    

4a.  VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
 

 Motion approving the Consent Agenda minus Item Nos. 6, 11 and 13 was made by Councilman 
Stabile, seconded by Councilman Barad and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote 
of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Stabile, Chung and Amitai.  

  
 RESOLUTIONS 
 
5. BILL RESOLUTION – DECEMBER 30, 2016 (Received from Deputy Treasurer 12/21/16) 
 
6. RESOLUTION AWARDING/REJECTING SOLE BID RECEIVED AT BID OPENING HELD 12/6/16 

AT 11:00 A.M. FOR CARETAKER - LUSTRON HOUSE (Requested by Borough Attorney 12/9/16) 
(Carried from RM 12/14/16) 

 
7. RESOLUTION WAIVING THE SIDEWALK REQUIREMENT OF CLOSTER CODE FOR 

PROPERTY AT 32 RUTGERS STREET (9. M.L. 12/8/16 - Discussed at WS 12/14/16 - Received from 
Borough Attorney 12/22/16) 

  
8. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO PARTICIPATE IN A MUTUAL 

AID PLAN AND RAPID DEPLOYMENT FORCE IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE PLAN 
SUBMITTED BY THE BERGEN COUNTY POLICE CHIEF’S ASSOCIATION (Received from Chief 
of Police 12/15/16) 

 
9. AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGHS OF 

NORWOOD AND NORTHVALE FOR USE OF THE CLOSTER POLICE FIRING RANGE FOR THE 
CALENDAR YEAR 2017 (Received from Chief of Police 12/15/16) 

 
10. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO ISSUE REFUND OF REAL ESTATE 

TAX OVERPAYMENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $37,872.23 TO CORELOGIC FOR 4th QUARTER 
2016 DUE TO DUPLICATE PAYMENTS FOR 20 NAMED TAX ACCOUNTS (Received from Tax 
Collector 12/19/16)  

 
11. TRANSFER RESOLUTION NO. 3 AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF 2016 BUDGET 

APPROPRIATIONS (Received from Temporary CFO 12/20/16) *REQUIRES 2/3 MAJORITY VOTE* 
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12. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO ISSUE A CHECK IN THE AMOUNT 

OF $96,541.03 AND ISSUE A RETURN OF PREMIUM FROM ESCROW IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$26,100.00 TO US BANK C/F PRO CAPITAL I FOR THE REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE 
CERTIFICATE #12-00004 FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 50 PRINCETON STREET, BLOCK 2003, 
LOT 12, SOLD AT THE MUNICIPAL TAX SALE HELD ON 6/28/12 FOR 2011 DELINQUENT 
TAXES (Received from Tax Collector 12/21/16) 

 
13. RESOLUTION DENYING REQUEST TO PLACE TWO “NO LOADING/UNLOADING” CURBSIDE 

SIGNS ON 15 WILLIAM STREET (2. M.L. 12/1/16 – Discussed WS 12/14/16) (Received from Borough 
Attorney 12/21/16) 

 
14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF TEMPORARY LABORERS – DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC WORKS – STREETS & ROADS: ROBERT DIPPOLITO – DRIVER, $25.00 PER HOUR; 
CHRISTOPHER RILLEAU – DRIVER, $25.00 PER HOUR; FOR DECEMBER 2016 AND FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR 2017 AT A PER DIEM RATE OF $25.00 PER HOUR AS NEEDED FOR THE 
REMOVAL OF SNOW; NOT TO EXCEED 37.5 HOURS PER WEEK (Received from Administrator’s 
office 12/21/16) 

 
15. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PERSON-TO-PERSON AND PLACE-TO-PLACE TRANSFER OF 

PLENARY (INACTIVE/ POCKET) RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE NO. 0207-33-009-013 FROM 
ROSE PERO, TO 90 MILES SOUTH, LLC D/B/A AZUCAR CUBAN CUISINE AND CIGARS FOR 
PREMISES LOCATED AT 171 SCHRAALENBURGH ROAD   

 
16. RESOLUTION PROMOTING VINCENT SARUBBI FROM THE RANK OF PATROLMAN TO 

SERGEANT (Received from Borough Attorney 12/21/16) 
 
17. RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CLOSED SESSION MINUTES OF CERTAIN 2016 CLOSED 

SESSION MEETINGS (Received from Borough Attorney 12/22/16) 
 
18. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PROVISIONAL APPOINTMENT OF BERYL HORBERT, 

CMCA, AS ACTING MUNICIPAL COURT ADMINISTRATOR (Received from Borough Attorney 
12/21/16) 

 
 MOTIONS  
 
19. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES (Distributed 12/22/16) NO ABSTENTIONS:   
 
  a.      REGULAR MEETING HELD DECEMBER 14, 2016  

b.      WORK SESSION HELD DECEMBER 14, 2016 
 
20. REPORTS  
 (None received at the time of preparation of this Agenda) 
 
4b. VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
6. RESOLUTION AWARDING/REJECTING SOLE BID RECEIVED AT BID OPENING HELD 12/6/16 

AT 11:00 A.M. FOR CARETAKER - LUSTRON HOUSE (Requested by Borough Attorney 12/9/16) 
(Carried from RM 12/14/16)   

 
  Borough Attorney explained that there were certain deficiencies in the application, which have 

been complied with by the applicant, and can be approved by the Council subject to entering  into a 
satisfactory contract.  

 
  Motion of approval was made by Councilman Barad, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and 

declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Stabile, 
Chung and Amitai.  

 
11. TRANSFER RESOLUTION NO. 3 AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF 2016 BUDGET 

APPROPRIATIONS (Received from Temporary CFO 12/20/16) *REQUIRES 2/3 MAJORITY VOTE* 
 
  Motion of approval was made by Councilman Stabile, seconded by Councilwoman Chung and 

declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Stabile, 
Chung and Amitai.  

 
13. RESOLUTION DENYING REQUEST TO PLACE TWO “NO LOADING/UNLOADING” CURBSIDE 

SIGNS ON 15 WILLIAM STREET (2. M.L. 12/1/16 – Discussed WS 12/14/16) (Received from Borough 
Attorney 12/21/16) 

 
  Motion of approval was made by Councilman Stabile, seconded by Councilwoman Chung and 

declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Stabile 
and Chung. Councilwoman Amitai voted no.  
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21.      OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11) 
 
    Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden 

closed the meeting to the public.  
 
22. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
   Mayor Glidden noted that the owner of Azucar was in the audience. The owner noted that it has 

been very difficult to find staff for the kitchen and bar. He said he has considered buying a van to pick up 
employees because of the lack of transportation to this area.  

 
20a.  Motion approving the following Resolution at 8:40 p.m.  was made by Councilwoman Amitai, 

seconded by Councilwoman Chung and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Stabile, Chung and Amitai.  

 
 OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of the meeting in order to discuss per 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(7), Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations; N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(7), 
A matter falling within the attorney-client privilege; and N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (b)(8) “A matter involving 
public employees”; and that the items under discussion in the closed meeting would be disclosed to the 
public at the conclusion of the matters which should be within 15-20 weeks.   

 
  Mayor Glidden resumed the meeting at 9:32 p.m. 
 
23. ADJOURNMENT   
 
  Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:32 p.m. was made by Councilman Stabile, seconded 

by Councilwoman Chung and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
         Provided to the Mayor and Council on 
         January 5, 2017 for approval at the  
         Regular Meeting to be held 
         January 11, 2017 
 
 
 
 
         _______________________________ 
         Loretta Castano, RMC 
         Borough Clerk  
 

Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC 
utilizing recording and Borough Clerk’s 
notes 
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held January 11, 2016 
Consent Agenda No. 15a 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

  
WORK SESSION NOTES – DECEMBER 28, 2016 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
 The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Work Session on Wednesday, December 
28, 2016. Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 7:33 p.m.  

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 Mayor Glidden invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New 
Jersey, was included in the Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and the Star Ledger on 
January 7, 2016, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained continuously posted as 
the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public 
and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.  

 
3. ROLL CALL 
  
 The following persons were present:  
  Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
  Councilpersons David Barad (7:50 p.m.), Alissa Latner, Brian Stabile, Jannie Chung  
                and Victoria Amitai 
  Borough Administrator, Arthur Braun Dolson 
  Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
  Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
  Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
  Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine 
 
 The following persons were absent: 
  Councilman Robert Di Dio 
 
 Also present:  Councilman-Elect Joseph Yammarino       
  
4. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 

a. MAIL LIST OF DECEMBER 15, 2016 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter or provide any comments. Item Nos. 2Ie and 4 were removed by Councilman 
Stabile; Item Nos. 5 and 7 were removed by Mayor Glidden. 
 
Item No. 2: Received 12/09/16, Dated 12/09/16 from Michael J. Darcy, CAE, Executive Director, NJS 
League of Municipalities re Weekly Round-Up Re: I.  Policy Issues: Legislation and Regulations: e. Only 
Three States Will Participate in USDA Pilot – Help Make New Jersey One; SNAP Pilot Fact Sheet and 
Sample Letter attached (Copy to Food and Assistance Board) 
 Councilman Stabile explained the SNAP Program is through a USDA Federal Grant program and 
he urged the Council to support same. It is no cost to the State taxpayer and could benefit the community 
greatly. No objections were expressed by Council members. 
 
Item No. 4: Received 12/09/16, Dated 12/02/16 from Brendis Montijo-Wrigley, Municipal Division 
Manager, Superior Court of New Jersey, Bergen Vicinage, to All Bergen County Mayors re Municipal 
Court Budget – due to significant changes brought on by the Criminal Justice Reform commencing January 
1, 2017, there are technological changes/requirements impacting Municipal courts regarding Mobile 
Devices (Copy to Judge Geiger, Bonnie Switzer) 
 Councilman Stabile voiced his opinion that the Criminal Justice Reform measures seem to be 
getting more expensive and more technical. He referred to the ability to issue warrants to the Judge 
electronically requiring a mobile device, i.e. a tablet or Android device the municipality must purchase  to 
fulfill their requirement; and he wanted all to be aware of same since it needs to be built into the Budget. 
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Item No. 5: Received 12/09/16, Dated 12/07/16 from Bergen County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund to 
Member Municipalities of Bergen County Municipal Joint Insurance Fund, Municipal Excess Liability 
Residual Claims Fund, NJ Municipal Environmental Risk Management Fund, Municipal Excess Liability 
Joint Insurance Fund, to Municipal Clerk; c:  Fund Commissioners, Risk Management Consultants, Fund 
Professionals re Public Meeting Notice of Annual Reorganization Meetings as follows: Bergen County 
Municipal Joint Insurance Fund - 1/19/17 @ 6:00 p.m. at Seasons Restaurant, Washington Township - 
Invitation with RSVP form enclosed separately for Mayor and Council / Administrator / Clerk; 
Municipal Excess Liability Residual Claims Fund (RCF) - 1/4/17 @ 10:30 a.m. at the Forsgate Country 
Club, Jamesburg; NJ Municipal Environmental Risk Management Fund (EJIF) - following the RCF 
@10:50 a.m.; Municipal Excess Liability Joint Insurance Fund - following the EJIF @11:15 a.m.; Also 
requesting a copy of the Agreement between the Authority and their Risk Management Consultant with 
Model Agreement enclosed (Copy to Richard Keating, Fred Pitofsky) Posted on Municipal Clerk’s Bulletin 
Board 12/15/16! 
 Mayor Glidden noted the JIF Reorganization Meeting will be held on 1/19/17 at Seasons and asked 
that anyone who wished to attend to contact Leslie (Weatherly) who will make the arrangements. 
 
Item No. 7: Received 12/14/16, Dated 12/12/16 from Mathew McCarter, Acting Treasurer, Bergen County 
Utilities Authority, to County Executive, Board of Chosen Freeholders, County Clerk, Municipal 
Clerks/Administrators-All Bergen County Municipalities re Proposed 2017 Budget of the Bergen County 
Utilities Authority – Water Pollution Control and Solid Waste Management Budgets – introduced 10/27/16 
– Public Hearing to be held 12/22/16 (no time specified) at BCUA Administration Building, Public 
Meeting Room, Foot of Merhof Road, Little Ferry (Copy to William Dahle III) 
 Mayor Glidden voiced his concern about the yearly cost increases and asked the Administrator if 
he could obtain a complete copy of the Budget. He wouldd like to take a look at it and it may be 
worthwhile to gather some of our neighbors and attend the Hearing to voice their concerns. 
 
b. MAIL LIST OF DECEMBER 22, 2016 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter or provide any comments. Item No. 8 was removed by Borough Engineer; 
Item Nos. 3bIIa, 3IIb and 9 were removed by Councilman Stabile; Item No. 5 was removed by Mayor 
Glidden. 
 
Item No. 3b: Received 12/22/16, Dated 12/22/16 from Michael J. Darcy, CAE, Executive Director, NJS 
League of Municipalities re Weekly Round-Up Re: II. Federal Policy Issues:  
 a. President Signs Cures Act: Information and Grant Funding Available to Fight Opioid Abuse 
(Copy to Board of Health) 
            Councilman Stabile explained a federal grant is finally available for FY2017; and as opioids are 
certainly an issue, we have had and many people have had to deal with it. He voiced his support to apply 
for these grants to help us assist those in need and Mayor Glidden agreed. Councilman Stabile informed he 
would have same ready for the Sine Die meeting. 
 
Item No. 5: Received 12/19/16, Dated 12/16/16 from Michele N. Siekerka, Esq., President and CEO, New 
Jersey Business & Industry Association, to Mayor Glidden re Request for New Good Neighbor Award 
nominations (for a company that has done an outstanding job of advancing the quality of life in your 
community through new construction/ renovation/restoration projects.  Nomination Deadline: 2/3/17 
(Original to Mayor 12/22/16) 
 Mayor Glidden informed he receives this request each year and said this organization is kind of 
like a State Chamber of Commerce. He would like to nominate Edens for the Closter Plaza as he supports 
their demonstration of many of the required criteria. No objections were voiced to the nomination of Edens 
for the Closter Plaza Redevelopment. 

  
Item No. 8: Received 12/19/16 Hand del’d, Dated 12/15/16 from Bradford Bentzig, 598 Sunset Avenue, 
Haworth, 07641 re Request for Mayor and Council permission to waive sidewalk requirement for home 
being built at 81 Eckerson Avenue, Block 912/Lots 6 & 7 
 Borough Engineer asked if the applicant was present to discuss the waiver request. 
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Bradford Bentzig, 598 Sunset Avenue, Haworth, explained that the future applicant’s father was not able to 
attend this evening but he would be able to answer any questions.  
 
 Borough Engineer noted there is an application for new construction in the Building Department 
and said this is a corner lot with no sidewalk in the immediate area. There is sidewalk on both Demarest 
Avenue and up to Columbus Avenue two blocks away on the corner coming down Eckerson Avenue and 
going out to Columbus Avenue a little bit. Mr. DeNicola explained that anything that has been developed 
has had a sidewalk. In the past they have given waivers for homes that have not been redeveloped and that 
are on dead end streets; and this is not a dead end even though it is a minor street. From a safety standpoint 
as an Engineer, he recommends putting in sidewalks. It is a narrower roadway at not quite 30 feet but it is 
still a decent roadway. Mr. DeNicola asked the Council to look at the pictures included with the application 
and said he isn’t sure where the 209 feet number came from. He reminded that even if the waiver is 
granted, the applicant has to pay a fee into the Sidewalk Fund and it is up to the Council to decide. 
 
 Mayor Glidden noted the additional Mail List Item received from the Construction Official today 
(8. M.L. 12/29/16) regarding this request where he recommended denial of the waiver. Borough Clerk 
explained the letter was received today for the next mail list and she distributed it today for purposes of 
discussion. Councilman Stabile said he believes this is part of the Cross Closter Trail system. The Mayor 
read from Mr. Montroy’s letter recommending the waiver be denied in no small part because this is a 
corner lot and not in the immediate vicinity of Brook Street’s dead end. In answer to Councilman Stabile, 
the Borough Engineer explained the former house has already been knocked down, so the lot is vacant at 
present; and all the surrounding trees are tagged for removal with the exception of one or two. Mayor 
Glidden informed that Counsel just advised it would be required if we were to do nothing; and Mr. Rogan 
clarified sidewalk and curb would be required if the waiver was not granted. The Mayor asked for opinions. 
 
 Councilwoman Amitai voiced her support of the Borough Engineer’s professional opinion and the 
Construction Official’s recommendations. In answer to the Mayor, Mr. DeNicola reiterated curb and 
sidewalk is required for new developments unless it is on a dead end whereas they would consider a 
waiver. He recommends the installation of sidewalk at this location and no objections were voiced to same. 

  
5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FROM REGULAR MEETING 
 (Refer to Regular Meeting Agenda of December 28, 2016)  
 

Mayor Glidden referred to the Consent Agenda items and asked if anyone wished to remove any item 
for discussion. 

 
Councilman Barad entered the meeting at 7:50 p.m. 

 
 RESOLUTIONS 
 
6. RESOLUTION AWARDING/REJECTING SOLE BID RECEIVED AT BID OPENING HELD 12/6/16 

AT 11:00 A.M. FOR CARETAKER - LUSTRON HOUSE (Requested by Borough Attorney 12/9/16) 
(Carried from RM 12/14/16) 

   
7. RESOLUTION WAIVING THE SIDEWALK REQUIREMENT OF CLOSTER CODE FOR PROPERTY 

AT 32 RUTGERS STREET (9. M.L. 12/8/16 - Discussed at WS 12/14/16 - Received from Borough 
Attorney 12/22/16)  

 
  Borough Attorney advised that this resolution should be removed from the Consent Agenda.   
 
9. AUTHORIZING RENEWAL OF A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGHS OF 

NORWOOD AND NORTHVALE FOR USE OF THE CLOSTER POLICE FIRING RANGE FOR THE 
CALENDAR YEAR 2017 (Received from Chief of Police 12/15/16)  

 
Councilman Stabile said the agreement was approved last year and he questioned if there was any 
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issue with same. Chief Kaine noted that Cresskill is no longer participating and there have been no other 
issues otherwise. Cresskill decided because of scheduling issues to use the range in Hillsdale; and the 
present rate is agreeable to the other participating departments. Councilwoman Latner expressed agreement 
with the Police Chief and said that the shared service is worthwhile.  

 
11. TRANSFER RESOLUTION NO. 3 AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF 2016 BUDGET 

APPROPRIATIONS (Received from Temporary CFO 12/20/16) *REQUIRES 2/3 MAJORITY VOTE* 
   

This item is to be voted upon separately. 
 
13. RESOLUTION DENYING REQUEST TO PLACE TWO “NO LOADING/UNLOADING” CURBSIDE 

SIGNS ON 15 WILLIAM STREET (2. M.L. 12/1/16 – Discussed WS 12/14/16) (Received from Borough 
Attorney 12/21/16)  

 
In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Borough Attorney advised that the attorney for the applicant 

was informed of the objections raised by the Council and Police Department; and the Planning Board 
would not have to do anything. Councilwoman Amitai noted that there was a meeting between the Planning 
Board Attorney, the applicant’s attorney and several Board members. She felt that the Planning Board 
should weigh in on it. Borough Attorney said the adopted Resolution that was given to the Mayor and 
Council was not a settlement agreement and indicated that the applicant should make application to the 
Mayor and Council to place the signs. He said the application is still approved with a recommendation that 
they apply for permission. Councilman Barad noted that the Council was required to discuss the matter; and 
after discussion decided that the signs were not necessary. Borough Attorney also noted that there was no 
indication in the resolution that litigation was involved. It was decided to vote on this resolution separately.   

 
14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF TEMPORARY LABORERS – DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC WORKS – STREETS & ROADS: ROBERT DIPPOLITO – DRIVER, $25.00 PER HOUR; 
CHRISTOPHER RILLEAU – DRIVER, $25.00 PER HOUR; FOR DECEMBER 2016 AND FOR 
CALENDAR YEAR 2017 AT A PER DIEM RATE OF $25.00 PER HOUR AS NEEDED FOR THE 
REMOVAL OF SNOW; NOT TO EXCEED 37.5 HOURS PER WEEK (Received from Administrator’s 
office 12/21/16)  

 
  Councilman Stabile wanted to make sure that the employees in question would not be operating 

equipment that required a CDL license and that the required insurance was in place.  
 
16. RESOLUTION PROMOTING VINCENT SARUBBI FROM THE RANK OF PATROLMAN TO 

SERGEANT (Received from Borough Attorney 12/21/16)  
 
   Councilman Stabile noted that he was happy on the proposed promotion. Councilwoman Latner 

said the swearing in is scheduled for the meeting of January 11th.  
 

6. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
        
 A.         FINANCE AND TECHNOLOGY - STABILE (BARAD/DI DIO)  
  1) REPORT RE CLOSTER WEBSITE  
  2) REPORT – Councilman Stabile reported the Committee has been meeting to review all of 

the budget requests so we are ready to set our Budget for 2017. Borough Administrator advised they are 
almost at the point of analysis and review so they will schedule more meetings. He is waiting for a few 
minor budgets; and if they are not received, he will use last year’s request for those numbers.  

              
 B.  PUBLIC SAFETY - LATNER (DI DIO/CHUNG) 
  1) REPORT – Councilwoman Latner reiterated the promotion of Patrolman Sarubbi will take 

place at the January 11 meeting and said we can tie it up with a bow going forward.  
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6. COMMITTEE REPORTS (Continued) 
 
 B.  PUBLIC SAFETY - LATNER (DI DIO/CHUNG (Continued) 
 
  In answer to Councilwoman Latner regarding the fire horn, Mr. Dolson informed the Finance 

office will be reopening the procurement process in the next 2-3 weeks due to the rollover from 2016 to 
2017. Bills have been paid but some items have a carryover effect. Because the Capital Ordinance was 
adopted so late, he had requested any remaining purchases of a more urgent nature based on certain factors 
be submitted prior to February so they can get those remaining items as quickly as possible. 
 Councilwoman Latner reported that Whole Foods has been providing programs and materials to the 
Library for programs they run and informed there will be two story hours at Whole Foods on 2/2/17 and 
3/4/17. The Library is hoping that Whole Roods can help them finance the 3D printer they would like to 
purchase. 20 Children will be able to participate in the program and they are hoping it could lead to a 
monthly event at the store in addition to helping to finance the printer. She informed that Tom Golodik’s 
(Trustee) wife works at Whole Foods and they wanted to inquire about the leftover food at the end of the 
day. They wanted to provide it to the Food Pantry but they can’t just give it to them because they are not a 
501(c)3 and cannot write it off. Borough Attorney advised he would look into same for the Food Pantry and 
report back. Mrs. Latner report that Mr. Golodik also attended an emergency response seminar for the 
Library and asked Chief Kaine to let Lt. Winters know that he would be reaching out to him regarding the 
eventual emergency generator and local emergency services. The Library also expressed their gratitude for 
the DPW’s response to the snow storm; and they wanted to know who to contact while the Superintendent 
was away. Councilwoman Chung informed she would ask Bill Dahle to contact the Library. 
 Mrs. Latner reported that Northern Valley Regional High School will be having the 25th Annual 
Putnam County Spelling Bee on Fri., 3/3/17, at 7:30 p.m.; Sat., 3/4/17, at 7:30 p.m.; and Sun., 3/5/17, at 
2:00 p.m. with the Senior Citizen matinee on Tues., 2/28/17, at 3:30 p.m. Information is on the Borough 
website and Facebook. They wanted to promote the events because there have been weak audiences; so 
please spread the word because it is important for the kids who work so hard. This year AP enrollment has 
skyrocketed from 1,100 to 1,600. Dual accreditation went from 800 to over 900 with a lot of impressive top 
universities. Construction is progressing as the Phase 1 punch list is being worked on and projects are in on 
time and under budget. They anticipate the completion of the track for the Summer. As far as their Budget 
they came in at an increase of only 1.79%, the lowest among all the high achieving high schools in Bergen 
County. The school has been working with the $900,000 they received up front to maintain their tax neutral 
pledge. In response to a question previously raised by Mr. Isaacson, she reported taxpayers will receive 
debt relief of $0.38 on the dollar on the $11.7 million Referendum. All other capital projects are being 
funded by the reserved general funds. Mayor Glidden agreed the school has been doing what they said they 
were going to do which is rare. Mrs. Latner affirmed same; and noted where bids came in too high, they 
went out to bid again, even though it delayed the process; and they are completing the auditorium on their 
own.  

        
 C. PUBLIC WORKS - CHUNG (LATNER/STABILE)  
  1) REPORT – Councilwoman Chung informed she had nothing new to report. 
   
 D. ORDINANCES - BARAD (CHUNG/AMITAI) 
  1) REPORT RE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE MEETINGS – Councilman Barad reported the 

Ordinance Committee has not met. He said there is one ordinance they want to put through to create a new 
Borough position for Assistant to the CFO. Borough Attorney reported it is basically done and Dr. Barad 
hoped we can get it on the first Agenda in January. 
 2) REPORT – Councilman Barad reported the Shade Tree Commission is seeking quotes to 
remove grates around trees downtown. He needs to speak to Leslie (Weatherly) because they are 
scrambling to make sure they have enough CEU’s to maintain our Tree City status. 
 Dr. Barad reminded the Fire Department Installation Dinner is on 1/21/17; and the Ambulance 
Corps Installation Dinner will be on 2/4/17, both to be held at Temple Emanu-El. 
 

 
 

5 



CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES  – DECEMBER 28, 2016 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
6. COMMITTEE REPORTS (Continued) 
 

E.          HUMAN RESOURCES - DI DIO (CHUNG/LATNER) 
  1) REPORT RE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETINGS  
  2) REPORT – Councilman Di Dio was not present; therefore, no report was provided. 
 
 F. LAND USE AND CONSTRUCTION - AMITAI (BARAD/STABILE) 
  1) REPORT – Councilwoman Amitai reported the Building Department had a meeting just 

prior to the Work Session. Bareburger and Azucar are ready to open except they are having trouble finding 
employees. She said the Plaza is going gangbusters and they have received a lot of applications. The 
Departmental Budget has been submitted; and she and the Construction Official hope it will be approved as 
there are things in there that will help improve the efficiency of the department.  

Mrs. Amitai reported John Street negotiations are still ongoing; and Borough Attorney affirmed 
there was no update at this time. An application has been received for the Ondine’s property to build a little 
strip mall which will be going to the Zoning Board. A Stop Work order was issued on High Street and they 
will have to go to the Zoning Board of Adjustment. 

Councilwoman Amitai reported the Improvement Commission held a holiday dinner for which 
Maria Kim cooked at her home and they discussed the future. They will have some vendors provide quotes 
for new wreaths in 2017. She informed she agreed with Dr. Barad that the sidewalks downtown are rocky. 
Mayor Glidden agreed there is some discoloration of some of the bows and she said replacing just the 
ribbons would be much less expensive than new wreaths.  

Mrs. Amitai reported the Parking Authority will meet at the end of January to discuss possible 
commuter parking and other issues. 

At this time, Councilwoman Amitai requested a Closed Session regarding public employees. 
 
Mayor Glidden announced the Sine Die meeting will be held (Tuesday) 1/3/17 at 7:00 p.m. and the 

Reorganization will be at 7:30 p.m. He invited all to attend and requested they spread the word. 
 

7. OLD BUSINESS    
       
8. NEW BUSINESS 
 

              Councilman Stabile referred to the Northern Valley Earth Fair which will be hosted by Closter; and the 
next meeting will be held on 1/12/17 at 7 p.m. in the Senior Center. It was discussed at the last meeting to turn 
the Fair into a 501(c) but there is a problem with the loss of liability. You would be creating a corporation as a 
quasi-governmental corporation that would not be under the umbrella of the municipality.  
 
               Councilman Stabile referred to Kerry Kirk Pflugh, the Director of Local Government Assistance for 
the DEP explaining that she has offered to come to a meeting of the Environmental Commission; and he would 
like to set up same for early 2017.  
 
                Councilwoman Chung advised that Bergen County has transformed Van Saun Park with a winter 
wonderland and the County put up Christmas trees for every municipality to be decorated by each municipality 
and the Closter tree has not been decorated. She was unsure if the municipality had ever been notified and said 
she would visit the park tomorrow.  Maybe we can go and decorate it.  
 
                Councilwoman Chung thanked Councilman Stabile for his work on the Council and said that he would 
be sorely missed. Councilman Stabile noted that he has enjoyed the work he has done on the Council. 
Councilwoman Latner expressed her appreciation to Councilman Stabile and Mayor Glidden also expressed his 
thanks.  
 
                Councilwoman Amitai questioned who was in charge of lighting the Menorah and said it was noted 
that there was a problem getting electricity to the Menorah. Councilwoman Latner informed there is a 101 
Menorah Service to be held at the Temple Beth El on Friday night and it is open to the public. She said the 
participants bring their own menorah and all are lit at the same time.   
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES  – DECEMBER 28, 2016 – 7:30 P.M. 
 

                  Councilwoman Amitai questioned how we would like to see our Borough develop and look cohesive. 
She suggested a resident committee with other Borough committees. Mayor Glidden noted that he has asked the 
Boards and Commissions to bring up long-range plans. 

 
9. OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER PER NJSA 10:4-12(A) SUBJECT TO A 

5-MINUTE LIMIT (PER GENERAL RULE NUMBER 11) EXCEPT FOR ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR 
PUBLIC HEARING AT THE REGULAR MEETING 

 
  Erik Lenander, 15 Olive Street, Historic Preservation Commission Member, questioned Item No. 6 on 

the Consent Agenda and Borough Attorney advised that the resolution would be removed for discussion and 
compliance with the requests from the last meeting. Mr. Lenander referred to the long ago possibility of opening  
Homans Avenue across the railroad tracks, explained that the railroad would not allow same at that time; but 
with the railroad abandoning that line, it may be able to get another crossing there.  

 
Mike Pisano, 44 Columbus Avenue, said he submitted the documents that had been requested; and Borough 
Attorney said depending on finalization of the contract, the resolution can be voted upon this evening.   
 

10. DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS, IF APPROPRIATE 
 
11. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Motion to adjourn the Work Session at 8:27 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner, seconded by 
Councilman Stabile and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden. 
 
        Provided to the Mayor and Council  

on January 5, 2017 for approval  at  
the Regular Meeting to be held  
January 11, 2017 

 
 
        ____________________________ 
        Loretta Castano, RMC 
        Borough Clerk  
Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC  
and Arlene M. Corvelli, RMC, utilizing  
recording and Borough Clerk’s  

 notes    
 
 Approved at the Regular Meeting held January 11, 2017 
 Consent Agenda Item No. 15b 
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	Borough Attorney explained that there were certain deficiencies in the application, which have been complied with by the applicant, and can be approved by the Council subject to entering  into a satisfactory contract.
	Motion of approval was made by Councilman Barad, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Stabile, Chung and Amitai.
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