
                                                                                                                                                                  
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
         REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – DECEMBER 14, 2016 - 7:30 P.M.    
 
  Councilman David Barad called the meeting to order at 8:37 p.m. 
 
1. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 

 
 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and the 
Star Ledger on January 7, 2016, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
continuously posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has 
been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.  
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
 The following persons were present:   
  Councilpersons David Barad, Alissa Latner, Robert Di Dio, Brian Stabile and Jannie Chung 
  Borough Administrator, Arthur Braun Dolson 
  Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
  Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
  Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
  Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine 
 
 The following persons were absent: 
  Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
  Councilwoman Victoria Amitai 
 

The following person was also present: 
 Councilman-Elect Joseph Yammarino 

  
3. MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S) 
    
4a.  VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
 

 Motion approving the Consent Agenda minus Item Nos. 15 and 23 was made by Councilwoman 
Latner, seconded by Councilman Di Dio and declared carried by Councilman Barad upon the affirmative 
vote of Councilpersons Latner, Di Dio, Stabile, Chung and Barad. 

  
 RESOLUTIONS 
 
5. BILL RESOLUTION – DECEMBER 15, 2016 (Received from Deputy Treasurer 12/8/16) 
 
6. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN $3,346.31 TO 

APPLICANT: BEM SYSTEM, 100 PASSAIC AVENUE, CHATHAM, NJ 07928, ATTN: MALENA 
GORDON-RAMOS, FOR SUCCESSFUL COMPLETION OF POLICE TRAFFIC DIRECTOR 
SERVICES IN COMPLIANCE WITH LOCAL FINANCE NOTICE 2000-14 (Received from Chief of 
Police 11/23/16) 

 
7. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX COLLECTOR TO ISSUE A REFUND IN THE AMOUNT  
 OF $10,950.00 FOR THE YEAR 2015 AND A STIPULATED CREDIT FOR THE YEAR 2016 TO 

MRS. KUBITIS REALTY, LLC AND LAW OFFICE OF NATHAN P. WOLF, LLC FOR BLOCK 
1303, LOT 1, DUE TO TAX COURT JUDGMENT RESULTING IN OVERPAYMENT (Received  

 from Tax Collector 11/28/16) 
 
8. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX COLLECTOR TO ISSUE A REFUND IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$1,773.90 FOR THE YEAR 2015 AND $1,813.59 FOR THE YEAR 2016 TO VALERIE HOFER, ESQ. 
AND PARK, STEVEN K. AND MIN JEONG FOR BLOCK 2005, LOT 11, DUE TO TAX COURT 
JUDGMENT RESULTING IN OVERPAYMENT (Received from Tax Collector 11/28/16) 

 
9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASES WITH CERTAIN APPROVED COOPERATIVE 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 (BOROUGH ORDINANCE 
2016-1214, CAPITAL ACCOUNT C-04-16-214-026-006)(Accessory Package for John Deere XUV 825i 
Power Steering)  FROM BERGEN COUNTY CONTRACT #16-10, VENDOR: POWER PLACE, 
CONTRACT PERIOD: 05/07/16 - 05/06/17, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,963.09 FOR THE 
FOLLOWING: Commodity/Service: (One) Utility Side Tool Rack; Amount: $339.30;  
Commodity/Service: (One) Signal Light Harness Kit; Amount: $160.66;  Commodity/Service: (One) 
Turn Signal Light Kit; Amount: $64.71;  Commodity/Service: (One) 3500lb Winch Bump Mt Kit; 
Amount: $213.80; Commodity/Service: (One) WARN ProVantage 3500 lb Winch; Amount: $626.91; 
Commodity/Service: (One) Front OPS/Roof Lt. Harness Kit; Amount: $107.86; Commodity/Service: 
(One) LED Work Lights; Amount: $359.52; Commodity/Service: (One) OPS Switch Bank; Amount: 
$90.33 (Received from Administrator’s office 11/29/16)  
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10. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASES WITH CERTAIN APPROVED COOPERATIVE 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 (BOROUGH ORDINANCE 
2016-1214, CAPITAL ACCOUNT C-04-16-214-026-006) FROM NEW JERSEY STATE CONTRACT 
A 79875, VENDOR: GRAINGER, EXP: 2/28/17, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,669.40 FOR 
THE FOLLOWING: Commodity/Service: (One) Starter Cantilever Rack (Received from Administrator’s 
office 11/29/16) 

 
11. RESOLUTION CONDEMNING EFFORTS TO DELEGITIMIZE THE STATE OF ISRAEL AND THE 

GLOBAL MOVEMENT TO BOYCOTT, DIVEST FROM, AND SANCTION THE PEOPLE OF 
ISRAEL (Received from Borough Attorney 11/30/16) 

 
12. RESOLUTION AWARDING PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT FROM REGIONAL 

COMMUNICATIONS, INC. (BOROUGH ORDINANCE 2016:1214, CAPITAL ACCOUNT C-04-16-
214-025-004) IN THE AMOUNT OF $11,560.00 (Received from Administrator’s Office 12/2/16) 

 
13. RESOLUTION DECREASING CONTRACT PRICE FOR 2015 ROAD IMPROVEMENTS, CHANGE 

ORDER #1 (Original Contract Amount:  $624,456.25; Change Order No. 1 Amount: ($50,236.81); 
Amended Contract Price: $574,219.44) Received from Temporary CFO 12/2/16 

 
14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CANCELLING OF MISCELLANEOUS RESERVES FROM 

GENERAL CAPITAL (Received from Temporary CFO 12/5/16) 
 
15. TRANSFER RESOLUTION NO. 2 AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF 2016 BUDGET 

APPROPRIATIONS (Received from Temporary CFO 12/6/16) *REQUIRES 2/3 MAJORITY VOTE* 
 
16. RESOLUTION APPROVING ISSUANCE OF 2017 CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE FOR ROAD 

STAR LIMOUSINE SERVICE FOR THE FOLLOWING LIMOUSINE: 2012 CHEVROLET 
SUBURBAN, VIN# 1GNSKJE76CR320039 (Completed application filed, appropriate fees paid and 
approvals received from Borough professionals) 

 
17. RESOLUTION APPROVING ISSUANCE OF 2017 CERTIFICATE OF COMPLIANCE FOR AKSON, 

LLC FOR THE FOLLOWING LIMOUSINE: 2016 CADILLAC XTS, VIN#2G61U5S37G9209610 
(Completed application filed, appropriate fees paid and approvals received from Borough professionals) 

 
18. RESOLUTION TRANSFERRING UNEXPENDED BALANCES FROM 2015 APPROPRIATION 

RESERVES (Received from Temporary CFO 12/7/16) 
 
19. RESOLUTION GRANTING APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND EXECUTE 

A GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR 
THE IMPROVEMENTS TO HOMANS AVENUE (Received from Borough Engineer 12/7/16) 

 
20. RESOLUTION AWARDING PURCHASE OF SERVICES FROM PROFESSIONAL TECHNOLOGY 

SERVICES, INC. (BOROUGH ORDINANCE 2016:1214, CAPITAL ACCOUNT C-04-16-214-026-
003) IN THE AMOUNT OF $28,858.37 (Received from Administrator’s Office 12/8/16) 

 
21. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASES WITH CERTAIN APPROVED COOPERATIVE 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 (BOROUGH ORDINANCE 
2016-1214, CAPITAL ACCOUNT C-04-16-214-025-003) FROM NEW JERSEY STATE CONTRACT 
80961, VENDOR: AAA EMERGENCY SUPPLY, EXP: 3/31/17, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED 
$51,768.00 FOR THE FOLLOWING: Commodity/Service: 8 (Eight) Scott Air Pak w/Spring Clips 
(Received from Administrator’s office 12/8/16) 

 
22. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR TO EXECUTE HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT FOR 

CLOSTER AMBULANCE AND KNICKERBOCKER HOOK & LADDER CO-EVENTS (Received 
from Borough Attorney 12/9/16) 

 
23. RESOLUTION AWARDING/REJECTING SOLE BID RECEIVED AT BID OPENING HELD 12/6/16 

AT 11:00 A.M. FOR CARETAKER - LUSTRON HOUSE (Requested by Borough Attorney 12/9/16) 
 Carry to Regular Meeting to be held 12/28/16 
 
23a. RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE DECISION OF THE GOVERNING BODY TO APPROVE 

THE CARRYOVER OF 2016 UNUSED VACATION DAYS UNTIL MARCH31, 2017 (Received from 
Administrator’s office 12/12/16) 

 
23b. RESOLUTION FIXING 2017 SINE DIE AND REORGANIZATION MEETING DATES  
 
 MOTIONS  
 
24. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES (Distributed 12/8/16) NO ABSTENTIONS:   
 
  a.      REGULAR MEETING HELD MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2016  

b.      WORK SESSION HELD MONDAY, NOVEMBER 21, 2016  

2 



CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – DECEMBER 14, 2016 - 7:30 P.M.   
 
25. REPORTS  
  

a. CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – NOVEMBER 2016 (Received  12/5/16) 
b. FIRE CHIEF – NOVEMBER 2016 (Received 12/7/16) 
c. CHIEF OF POLICE – NOVEMBER 2016 (Received 12/12/16) 

 
4b. VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
15. TRANSFER RESOLUTION NO. 2 AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF 2016 BUDGET 

APPROPRIATIONS (Received from Temporary CFO 12/6/16) *REQUIRES 2/3 MAJORITY VOTE* 
 

 Motion of approval was made by Councilman Stabile, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and 
declared carried by Councilman Barad upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Latner, Di Dio, 
Stabile, Chung and Barad.  

  
26.      OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11) 
 

  Michael Cohen, Huegenot Avenue, Englewood, New Jersey, thanked the Council for approving 
Resolution No. 11 condemning the movement and anti-Semitism.  

 
  Former Mayor Sophie Heymann thanked the Council and said that she is proud of them for 

adopting the Resolution.   
 
  Ann Arnold, 92 Mohawk Avenue, Norwood, New Jersey, also thanked the Council for approving 

the resolution and joining other towns and for making everyone believe in tolerance for all. 
 

26a.  Motion approving the following Closed Session Resolution at 8:55 p.m. was made by 
Councilman Stabile seconded by Councilwoman Chung and declared carried by Councilman Barad upon 
the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Latner, Di Dio, Stabile, Chung and Barad.  

 
 OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of the meeting in order to discuss per 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (b)(4) “A collective bargaining agreement”; N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(7) “Pending or 
anticipated litigation or contract negotiations” and N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(8), “A matter involving public 
employees”;  and that the items under discussion in the closed meeting would be disclosed to the public at 
the conclusion of the matters which should be within 8 - 12 weeks.  

 
   Councilman Barad resumed the Regular Meeting at 9:12 p.m.  
 
27. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
  
28. ADJOURNMENT   
 
  Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:12 p.m. was made by Councilman Di Dio, seconded 

by Councilwoman Latner and declared unanimously carried by Councilman Barad.  
 
         Provided to the Mayor and Council on 
         December 22, 2016 for approval at the  
         Regular Meeting to be held  
         December 28, 2016 
 
 
 
         _______________________________ 
         Loretta Castano, RMC 
         Borough Clerk  
 
 Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC 
 utilizing recording and Borough Clerk’s  
 notes  
 
 Approved at the Regular Meeting held December 28, 2016 
 Consent Agenda Item No. 19a. 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

  
WORK SESSION NOTES – DECEMBER 14, 2016 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
 The Council of the Borough of Closter held a Work Session on Wednesday, December 14, 2016. 
Councilman Dr. David Barad called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 Councilman Dr. David Barad invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

2. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and the Star  
Ledger on January 7, 2016, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
continuously posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has 
been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.  
 

3. ROLL CALL 
 

The following persons were present: 
Councilpersons David Barad, Alissa Latner, Robert Di Dio, Brian Stabile and Jannie Chung 

 Borough Administrator, Arthur Braun Dolson 
 Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
 Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
 Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
 Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine 
 
The following persons were absent: 
 Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. 
 Council President Victoria Amitai 
 
The following person was also present: 
 Councilman-Elect Joseph Yammarino 

 
4. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 

a. MAIL LIST OF DECEMBER 1, 2016 – Councilman Barad asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter or provide any comments. Item No. 1a was removed by Councilwoman 
Latner; Item Nos. 2 and 6 were removed by Borough Engineer; Item No. 11a was removed by Councilman 
Stabile. 
 
Item No. 1a: Received 11/18/16, Dated 11/18/16 from Kerry Kirk Pflugh, Director, Office of Local 
Government Assistance, NJDEP, to Municipal Clerk re NJDEP Press Release re WARN Mobile App for 
Reporting Non-Emergency Environmental Incidents (Copy to Construction Official, DPW Superintendent, 
Chief of Police, OEM Coordinator, Fire Official, Environmental Commission) 
 
 Councilwoman Latner asked Chief Kaine if the WARN app was implemented in our area yet. He 
informed it was a pilot program; and once it is implemented, it will be circulated for the public’s 
information. Councilman Stabile reminded there is currently testing of a mobile 9-1-1 app for texting.   
 
Item No. 2: Received 11/18/16 Hand del’d, Dated 11/18/16 from Donna J. Vellekamp, Esq., Attorney for 
Applicant; c:  Multi-Phase Electrical Services, Inc., Loretta Castano, Arthur N. Chagaris, Esq., Closter 
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Planning Board re Re Multi-Phase Electrical Services, Inc. application to the Planning Board for 
Preliminary and Final Site Plan Approval re 15 Williams Street, approved by Resolution dated 11/2/16 and 
included the condition that the Applicant request approval from the Mayor and Council for approval to 
install two “No loading/unloading” curbside signs; Copy of portion of plan attached (see also 2. M.L. 
11/10/16) 
 
 Borough Engineer explained this was the result of a Planning Board approval that requires the 
applicant to request placement of two “No loading/unloading” signs. He is aware the Police Department is 
against placement of the signs and explained the warehouse is across the street from a school; so the 
Planning Board wanted them to request the signs as part of their requirement from a safety standpoint.  Mr. 
DeNicola affirmed the approval requires the Applicant having these signs approved and installed but he 
does not know if the Council voting against same would render the approval void. Borough Attorney 
questioned if the Police Department commented on the application during the process and Mr. DeNicola 
informed they were asked to review it from a safety standpoint and had no comment. Chief Kaine noted 
parking would still be allowed because they are only asking for a “no loading” sign and there is no parking 
issue because the loading takes place in the driveway. The school they are referring to is a preschool; 
therefore, no kids are crossing only the parents. The Chief said he does not know what the issue is because 
if they put a “no loading” sign, you can still park there but a truck cannot. In answer to Dr. Barad he said a 
truck can’t unload anyway because the loading dock is in the back of the building. Chief Kaine voiced 
support to decline the request because he feels it will create more problems with other businesses wanting 
the same signs and it would cascade. In answer to Councilman Stabile, he informed there is legal parking 
on both sides of the street. Borough Attorney agreed with Dr. Barad and said we should send it back to the 
Planning Board for a better explanation of the reason they are requesting same because we do not have 
support from the Police Department. Mr. DeNicola explained the concern is about trucks double-parking to 
do a quick unload. Councilman Di Dio said crossing of the road at that point would be jaywalking and Dr. 
Barad voiced his opinion it would be a protection for jaywalkers. Chief Kaine explained all of the business 
goes through a regular glass door in the front and all deliveries take place in the back by the loading dock; 
and affirmed that if a truck wanted to make a delivery out front, they would have to carry all of that stuff 
around to the back. If an ordinance is passed, the Fed-Ex and UPS could not make deliveries out front; and 
parents would not be able to do a drop off at the school either. Dr. Barad voiced his understanding that 
there is no Council support for this request; and Mr. Stabile said he feels there are too many holes. 
Councilwoman Latner voiced her opinion there is not enough substantial evidence for the request. Borough 
Attorney explained a letter should be sent to Donna Vellekamp informing that the Council does not support 
the request nor does the Police Department and said he will do so with a copy to the Planning Board. 
 
Item No. 6: Received 11/21/16 Hand del’d, Dated 11/17/16 from Charles A. Richman, Commissioner, New 
Jersey Department of Community Affairs, Sandy Recovery Division, to Mayor Notification of acceptance 
of application for $27,344.00 grant through the NJDCA Non-Federal Cost Share Program to reimburse the 
Borough for the 10-percent cost share of eligible Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Public 
Assistance (PA) Program projects (Copy to OEM Coordinator) 
 
 Borough Engineer informed the Council had previously discussed doing Homans Avenue for the 
next Local Aid project and said the Resolution approving endorsement of the grant application is on the 
Agenda this evening  (Consent Agenda Item No. 19) because it is due in early 2017. In answer to 
Councilman Stabile, he said he will confer with the Police Department on redesign because there are 
businesses on both sides of the street. 
 
Item No. 11a: Received 11/28/16 Hand del’d, Dated 11/28/16 from egg@dca.state.nj.us to 
lcastano@closternj.us re CY2016/SFY2017 Best Practices Withholding (Copy to Temporary CFO) 
 
 Councilman Stabile explained this item pertains to the Best Practices Inventory the Borough 
completes each year; and informed we had 26 “yes” or “n/a” answers so we fell in the 100% requirement 
level. Borough Administrator said this letter tells the municipalities which category they would fall into and 
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what State Aid would be withheld as a result.  
 
b. MAIL LIST OF DECEMBER 8, 2016 – Councilman Barad asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter or provide any comments. Item Nos. 3 and 8 were removed by Councilman 
Stabile; Item No. 9 was removed by Borough Engineer. 
 
Item No. 3: Received 12/05/16, Dated 11/29/16 from Hon. Bonnie J. Mizdol, AJSC, Superior Court of New 
Jersey, to Bergen Municipal Court Judges; Bergen County Mayors; C: Hon. Roy F. McGeady, PJMC, 
Laura Simoldoni, TCA, Brendis Montijo-Wrigley, MDM, Bergen Municipal Court Administrators 
 Councilman Stabile noted this pertained to criminal justice reform, he did not understand where 
this was coming from and asked for clarification. Chief Kaine explained this stems from the Bail Reform 
Act that takes effect on 1/1/17 where there will be different bail hearings in Supreme Court versus the 
municipal court. They are mandated by the State through the Attorney General and several of the officers 
are in the process of receiving the mandatory training. 
 
Item No. 8: Received 12/08/16, Dated 12/08/16 from Jennifer M. Coffey, Executive Director, ANJEC, to 
ANJEC friends re Appeal to demand justice for communities facing industrial pollution (Copy to 
Environmental Commission) 
 Councilman Stabile explained ANJEC is requesting support for a Constitutional Amendment that 
the fees collected for environmental pollution collected by the State are returned entirely to the 
municipality as opposed to a small fraction. Similar to the gas tax referendum, this is calling for 
environmental fees from the NJDEP. Mr. Stabile is not sure how it would affect our municipality but he felt 
it was worth looking into. Councilman Barad noted this calls for signing a petition but suggested also doing 
a Resolution. He said they are suggesting the State go after the offending company as opposed to the 
municipalities for the fees and he is aware Closter does not have many. Mr. Stabile said he still thinks there 
could be an indirect benefit to our residents. Borough Attorney affirmed a Resolution of support could be 
prepared to be passed by this Council at the Sine Die meeting. In response to Councilman Di Dio, 
Councilwoman Chung said they could each support it individually by signing the petition.  
 
Item No. 9: Received 12/08/16, Dated 12/08/16 from Boris Kaganov, 32 Rutgers Street re Request for 
Mayor and Council permission to waive sidewalk requirement for home being built at 32 Rutgers Street 
 Borough Engineer requested the Applicant approach the dais to discuss this request. 
 
Boris Kaganov, 32 Rutgers Street, in response to Councilman Barad, affirmed it is a dead end street and his 
house is situated in the middle of the street. Dr. Barad explained fees would need to be collected if the 
sidewalk is waived. In response to the Borough Attorney, Mr. DeNicola explained there is one house next 
door and uphill that has a sidewalk which is away from Piermont Road. There is no sidewalk on Piermont 
Road; and he voiced his support for the waiver. The usual rate is $2,350 to build a sidewalk of that size; 
therefore, that is what the municipal fee would be. Councilman Stabile recalled the Council waived a 
sidewalk on the same street earlier in the year and supported this waiver. Borough Engineer said the curb 
will still need to be installed and only the sidewalk will be waived. Borough Attorney said a Resolution will 
be prepared for the next Council meeting on 12/28/16 and it will be forwarded to Mr. Kaganov thereafter 
with the fee to be paid. 
 
 Councilwoman Chung asked what the criteria are when considering a sidewalk waiver in addition 
to foot traffic. Borough Engineer explained foot traffic is predominant; second, if there is a sidewalk, what 
benefit is it and where does it lead to. Normally, we would require sidewalk anywhere except on a dead 
end. Borough Attorney explained there was a time when there were a lot of knockdowns; and when they 
were rebuilt, they were going to have sidewalks installed with each new house as opposed to doing an 
assessment on the street and having the homeowners pay for it. 

  
5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FROM REGULAR MEETING 
 (Refer to Regular Meeting Agenda of December 14, 2016)  
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 Councilman Barad asked if any member of the Council wished to discuss any of the items on the 
Consent Agenda. Councilman Stabile referred to Item Nos. 9 and 10; Councilwoman Latner referred to 
Item No. 11; Borough Attorney referred to Item No. 23. 

 
9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASES WITH CERTAIN APPROVED COOPERATIVE 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 (BOROUGH ORDINANCE 2016-
1214, CAPITAL ACCOUNT C-04-16-214-026-006)(Accessory Package for John Deere XUV 825i Power 
Steering)  FROM BERGEN COUNTY CONTRACT #16-10, VENDOR: POWER PLACE, CONTRACT 
PERIOD: 05/07/16 - 05/06/17, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,963.09 FOR THE FOLLOWING: 
Commodity/Service: (One) Utility Side Tool Rack; Amount: $339.30;  Commodity/Service: (One) Signal 
Light Harness Kit; Amount: $160.66;  Commodity/Service: (One) Turn Signal Light Kit; Amount: $64.71;  
Commodity/Service: (One) 3500lb Winch Bump Mt Kit; Amount: $213.80; Commodity/Service: (One) 
WARN ProVantage 3500 lb Winch; Amount: $626.91; Commodity/Service: (One) Front OPS/Roof Lt. 
Harness Kit; Amount: $107.86; Commodity/Service: (One) LED Work Lights; Amount: $359.52; 
Commodity/Service: (One) OPS Switch Bank; Amount: $90.33 (Received from Administrator’s office 
11/29/16)  

 
10. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASES WITH CERTAIN APPROVED COOPERATIVE 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11 (BOROUGH ORDINANCE 2016-
1214, CAPITAL ACCOUNT C-04-16-214-026-006) FROM NEW JERSEY STATE CONTRACT A 
79875, VENDOR: GRAINGER, EXP: 2/28/17, IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,669.40 FOR 
THE FOLLOWING: Commodity/Service: (One) Starter Cantilever Rack (Received from Administrator’s 
office 11/29/16) 

 
  In answer to Councilman Stabile, Borough Administrator said that these are fixed prices from 

contracts.  
 
11. RESOLUTION CONDEMNING EFFORTS TO DELEGITIMIZE THE STATE OF ISRAEL AND THE 

GLOBAL MOVEMENT TO BOYCOTT, DIVEST FROM, AND SANCTION THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL 
(Received from Borough Attorney 11/30/16) 

 
Councilwoman Latner said she is pleased to see the inclusion of the resolution on the Consent 

Agenda and there is support for same in the community.  
 
23. RESOLUTION AWARDING/REJECTING SOLE BID RECEIVED AT BID OPENING HELD 12/6/16 

AT 11:00 A.M. FOR CARETAKER - LUSTRON HOUSE (Requested by Borough Attorney 12/9/16) 
 
  Borough Administrator said he has been in contact with Trenton by e-mail advising that the grant 

agreement documents are being assembled and they would be scheduling a meeting early next year with the 
appropriate parties in Closter to review the grant process. We should know what the State has in mind for 
us in order to receive the grant monies that will help us decide what to do with the house and how to restore 
same. At this point, the house is shut down and winterized and the utilities are shut off. Borough Attorney 
noted that the specifications have been revised to meet the requests of the Historic Preservation 
Commission; and voiced his understanding that this is reliant upon whether it complies with the grant 
requirements. Borough Administrator expressed concern relative to a request for an inspection by Trenton 
who responded that the house is being used for something other than what was intended and could 
jeopardize the Borough’s position. He has not had verbal contact to ask directly so he is not aware. 
Councilman Stabile noted that the caretaker is not improving the property only keeping eyes on same. 
Borough Attorney said there would be no harm in holding the resolution to the next meeting inasmuch as 
there is a question on compliance with the bid requirements.  

 
  Councilman Barad asked that as much information as required be collected before the next meeting 

to enable this Council to make a decision. This Resolution will be carried to the next meeting. 
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6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS 
 

A. BOROUGH ATTORNEY 
1) STATUS REPORT RE CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF MULTIPLE   

  CONDOMINIUM UNITS AT VILLAGE SCHOOL SITE (RM 11/24/14) – Borough 
Attorney will provide an update on this item in Closed Session. 

2) REPORT – Mr. Rogan informed most of his report would be in Closed Session this 
evening. There was another appeal filed by Mr. Rosenblum regarding the one building per lot ordinance; 
we responded to that and it is in the Appellate Division. We were successful in the litigation where Judge 
Meehan upheld our ordinance which was one of the older roadblocks of the redevelopment of Closter 
Plaza. We expect a ruling in several months. 

       
B. BOROUGH ENGINEER 

1) STATUS REPORT RE SWIM CLUB PHASE II CONTAMINATION  
INVESTIGATION (Authorized RM 7/9/14) 

             2) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENTS:  
 a. BLOCK 1607/LOT 1 & BLOCK 1310/LOT 2 (CLOSTER MARKETPLACE (EBA) 

 LLC AND CENTENNIAL AME ZION CHURCH) (Approved RM 4/22/15) 
 b. 50 RAILROAD AVENUE, LLC FOR BLOCK 1205/LOT 9, 50 RAILROAD  
  AVENUE  (Approved RM 9/9/15) 

 3) REPORT RE 2016 LOCAL AID PROJECT VERVALEN STREET IMPROVEMENTS 
 (SECTION 2) NJ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION GRANT AGREEMENT 
 #MA-2016-VERVALEN STREET-00196 (Authorized RM 10/14/15) (8. M.L. 3/31/16 - 
 Notice of $155,500 Award rec’d from DOT/All Bids rejected RM 10/26/16) 

 4) REPORT RE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER COMPOST FACILITY RECERTIFICATION 
 (Authorized RM 6/22/16) 

 5) REPORT RE CROSS CLOSTER TRAIL FHA INDIVIDUAL PERMIT AND   
  FRESHWATER WETLANDS GENERAL PERMIT NO. 17 FOR NATURE TRAIL &  
  BOARDWALK FOR A TOTAL ESTIMATED COST OF $7,000 (RM 7/13/16) – 
Borough Engineer reported he sent back the DEP review letter on 12/12/16 and we expect approval in 30-
60 days. 
 6) REPORT RE TRAFFIC STUDY FOR POSSIBLE SIGNALIZATION AT PIERMONT 

 ROAD AND VERVALEN STREET INTERSECTION (Discussed at WS 7/13/16) 
  7) REPORT- Borough Engineer referred to his Quarterly Status Report and said if there were 

any questions, he would gladly answer same. 
 
7. REPORTS 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR 
 1) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING INSURANCE MATTER(S): 
  a. Mail List requests re Insurance:  None at this time 

2) REPORT RE PREPARATION OF RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT TO FSG  
  FOR RETROFITTING OF UPGRADES TO SENIOR CENTER, FIRE DEPARTMENT  
  AND DPW BUILDINGS FOR ENERGY SAVINGS (WS 7/13/16) – Borough Administrator 
reported the contract has been awarded and the project is under the supervision of the DPW Superintendent. 
Certain segments in each building are being completed simultaneously. 
 3) STATUS REPORT RE CONTRACT FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL VEHICLE FOR THE 
  CLOSTER VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE & RESCUE CORPS AWARDED TO BAY  
  HEAD INVESTMENTS, INC. D/B/A VCI EMERGENCY VEHICLE SPECIALISTS,  
  BERLIN, NJ IN THE AMOUNT OF $249,936.00 (Authorized RM 10/14/15) – Mr. Dolson 
reported he signed the authorization today from the Borough granting permission for delivery.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – DECEMBER 14, 2016 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR (Continued) 
 4) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING CONTRACTS FOR ELECTRICIAN JOB ORDER 

 CONTRACTING INSTALLATION OF EMERGENCY STANDBY GENERATORS 
 THROUGH MIDDLESEX REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL COOPERATIVE 
 #65MCESCCPS, RFP# MRSEC-15/16-14 PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 ET. SEQ. 
 AWARDED RM 11/23/15: 

   a. CLOSTER DPW (Ordinance 2014:1164; Capital Account C-04-14-164-029-010)  
 b. CLOSTER PUBLIC LIBRARY (Ordinance 2015:1188; Capital Account  

C-04-15-188-013-001) – Borough Administrator reported there is no date certain 
for completion of this project due to circumstances which are beyond our control. He reminded this came 
about as a result of the storm several years ago; and there are many municipalities in the same position. 

5) STATUS REPORT RE RUCKMAN PARK WALKING PATH LIGHTING PROJECT  
  (BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND GRANT IN THE AMOUNT OF  
  $137,500.00 (Authorized RM 8/26/15/Notification of Award - 1. M.L. 6/16/16) – Mr. 
Dolson reported this project has just started and is taking too long; therefore, he will confer with the 
Borough Attorney since time is of the essence.  

6) REPORT RE NON-FAIR AND OPEN CONTRACT AWARDED TO UPCOUNTRY  
  BUILDERS, 576 McCULLOCH PLACE, HAWORTH, NJ 07641, FOR ANNOUNCER  
  BOOTH PROJECT, IN THE AMOUNT OF $39,475, SUBJECT TO RECEIPT OF AN  
  ACCEPTABLE FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE FORM AND BOROUGH CONTRACT  
  (Approved RM 10/26/16) – Borough Administrator reported the contract has been signed 
and returned to the Borough Attorney; and permits have been issued.  

7) REPORT RE INSTALLATION OF RUBBER BERM TRAP AND RUNNER AT THE  
  CLOSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT FIRING RANGE (Ordinance 2015:1188; Capital  
  Accounts C-04-15-188-002-003 and C-04-15-199-002-020 (Approved RM 10/26/16) – Mr. 
Dolson reported this has been installed satisfactorily and is up and running. 
 8)         STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING GRANTS: 
a. FILED – Borough Administrator informed there is no activity to report on grants filed. 
 1. NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FY2015 DISCRETIONARY  

   AID APPLICATION FOR CEDAR LANE PROJECT IN THE AMOUNT OF $180,000  
   (Authorized RM 4/22/15)  
  2. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION IN 

  THE AMOUNT OF $6,000.00 FOR THE SENIOR CENTER TO ENHANCE THE  
  QUALITY OF PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO THE SENIOR POPULATION IN THE  
  BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (RM 9/28/16) 

  3. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION IN 
  THE AMOUNT OF $9,000.00 FOR THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO ENTER INTO 
  AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF HAWORTH AS LEAD 
  AGENCY FOR SENIOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR THE SENIOR AND  
  DISABLED POPULATION IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (RM 9/28/16) 

  4. RESOLUTION ENDORSING 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY   
  DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,000.00 FOR  
  SENIOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR THE SENIOR AND DISABLED  
  POPULATION IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (RM 9/28/16) 
b. AWARDED 

1. HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND GRANT FOR THE HAROLD HESS  
  LUSTRON HOUSE FOR A MAXIMUM GRANT AWARD AMOUNT OF $24,999.00  
  WITH NO MATCH REQUIRED (Application approved at RM 12/21/15 in the amount of 
  $20,000/Amended and increased RM 1/27/16) Notification of Award 10. M.L. 5/19/16 – 
Mr. Dolson reminded they discussed this item earlier. 
c. TO BE FILED - To be announced by Administrator 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – DECEMBER 14, 2016 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

B. BOROUGH CLERK 
1) REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2017 APPOINTMENTS- Ms. Castano reported a 

memo was sent to all Borough Boards, Commissions and Departments on 10/17/16 with response due 
11/14/16.  As of today, we have received responses from the majority of the Boards and Commissions  
with five yet to be received. The list was provided to Mayor Glidden on 12/13/16 for contact with the 
Chairpersons.  

2) STATUS REPORT RE 2016 OATHS OF OFFICE - Borough Clerk reported Oaths of 
Office are current.  

3) STATUS REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2017 LICENSES - Memo was sent to 
Chief of Police on 10/7/16 for report back by 11/2/16.  At this time, we have only three (3) Borough 
Licenses to be issued next year which are all Second-Hand Gold/Silver Dealer Licenses.  Many 
establishments have closed over the past four years but we look forward to the new development at Closter 
Plaza.  

4) STATUS REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2017 MEETING DATES - Ms. Castano 
reported a memo was sent to all Borough Boards and Commissions on 10/3/16 with a due date of 12/2/16.  
As of today all have been received. We sent the Notice of Early 2017 Meetings to The Record and Star 
Ledger for publication on 12/16/16. We will publish the 2017 Meeting dates of all the Borough Boards and 
Commissions within 10 days of the Reorganization Meeting which will be held on 1/3/17. 

5) STATUS REPORT RE CODIFICATION OF 2016 ORDINANCES – Borough Clerk 
reported request was sent to General Code on 12/12/16 to place the remaining ordinances adopted in 2016 
on our web site as “New Laws”  up to  2016:1217  (1201-1217).  We will follow through in the new year 
with a request for an estimate for Supplement No. 23 to include the adopted 2016 ordinances in our Code. 

6) REPORT RE RESOLUTION TO PURSUE A “FAIR AND OPEN” PROCESS IN  
  AWARDING CONTRACTS FOR CERTAIN CONTRACTS AWARDED IN THE  
  BOROUGH OF CLOSTER FOR 2017 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES (Approved RM  
  10/26/16 – RFP on www.closternj.us 10/27/16 – Opening to be held 12/20/16 @ 11 a.m.) – 
Ms. Castano reported we sent the customary letters and posted the Notice on our website but the proposals 
are coming in very slowly.  As of today, we have only received three. She explained we follow the same 
procedure every year but this year they are being returned very slowly. 

7) REPORT – We will be sending information to our Council-Elect regarding the preparation 
of nameplates and business cards for each. We sent out information to our Attorney, Administrator, TCFO 
and Tax Collector regarding Resolutions for the Reorganization Meeting Agenda .  

 
C.         CHIEF OF POLICE 
 1) REPORT – Chief Kaine informed he sent the monthly report earlier in the week noting that 
the delay is typically due to waiting for the Court Administrator to provide the fees collected.  
 Councilwoman Latner referred to the report and inquired regarding the number of larcenies at the 
same time last year compared to this year; and the Chief explained there were a lot during the construction 
of the new mall with people stealing construction materials. Mrs. Latner noted the increase in disputes last 
year from 16 to 29 this year and Chief Kaine said it also stemmed from the new construction. She observed 
there were also 320 more motor vehicle accidents this year. On a positive note, she indicated there was a 
decrease in narcotics from 45 to 27. Chief Kaine said the word has gotten out that the Department is 
cracking down so for that reason less people are coming through town. He reported Edens provided extra 
support on Black Friday and there were no major issues. The men were covering extra traffic on Vervalen 
and Piermont. In response to Councilwoman Chung, the Chief said the entire town was busy on that day. 
Most of the traffic was coming through the main business area (Main Street) and coming up Vervalen 
Street from Closter Dock Road. Target opened at 6 p.m. on Thanksgiving and remained open for 36 
straight hours. Home Goods opened at 8:00 a.m. on Friday.   
 He reported that since the Plaza opened, there have only been 3 accidents with 2 more yesterday at 
Piermont and Vervalen (all left turns). There have been 11 accidents at Closter Dock and Piermont Road 
and 13 accidents at High Street and Closter Dock in the same period. There have been 14 accidents in the  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – DECEMBER 14, 2016 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

C.         CHIEF OF POLICE 
parking lot of the Plaza since March 1st:  7 were prior to the opening and all were minor fender benders.  
 Chief Kaine reported Officer Sanchez is completing his field training in the second week of 
January and he requested one last promotion to complete the movement so he can fall into the schedule. He 
requested the last Sergeant promotion for January 1st and said they could have the Closed Session on 
12/28/16 with the Resolution effective January 1, 2017. 
 Councilwoman Chung inquired about the recent car thefts in Dumont and Haworth and he reported 
there have been no incidents in Closter to date. 
 In response to Councilman Stabile, Borough Engineer explained that since Piermont Road is a 
County road, we have no control over making a “no left turn” sign but the County requested we do a traffic 
count and they will analyze the data to see if it warrants a signal. The sign also requires the traffic study 
which, at this point, will be done in the early Spring when all the stores are open. 

 
D.         MAYOR  
 1) REPORT – Mayor Glidden was not present this evening; therefore, no report was provided. 
 

8. OLD BUSINESS    
 

 Councilwoman Latner thanked the emergency services for all the robo phone calls relative to the 
natural gas leak in Harrington Park on December 5. She also thanked all those who attended the Fire 
Department Holiday Party this past weekend; and noted that the Fire Department Installation Dinner would 
be held on January 21, 2017. She referred to the fire horn and questioned if the funds are available. 
Borough Administrator said that we are working through the process at this time and we would be 
certifying the availability of funds.  
  
 Relative to the Fire Department Dinner, Borough Attorney noted that he has communicated with 
Temple Emanuel and the caterer and same is included in the Agenda for approval.  Borough Attorney 
explained that the requirement of the site plan indicates that they cannot operate a commercial entity 
business except for members of the congregation. The Mayor and Council will indemnify them against any 
potential zoning violation since it is in the Borough’s interest to keep the Ambulance Corps and Fire 
Department within the Borough during this type of event.  

      
9. NEW BUSINESS  
 
10. OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER PER NJSA 10:4-12(A) (SUBJECT TO A 

5-MINUTE LIMIT PER GENERAL RULE NUMBER 11) EXCEPT FOR ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR 
PUBLIC HEARING AT THE REGULAR MEETING 

 
Mayor Heyman referred to the Lustron House and pointed out that the Historic Preservation  

Commission is aware that no changes of a material sort can be made to the building before the historic 
architect inspects the building. The Commission is eager to have someone have access to the building to 
make sure that it stays in the condition that it is right now.  
 

Michael Pisano, 44 Columbus Avenue, referred to the Lustron House and said he did not see a 
conflict between the grant and the caretaker.  He explained if he is awarded the position, he will only be 
maintaining the building from deteriorating. He noted that the house has been abandoned for a year and a 
half and cited the on going problems. He said that no restoration would be done until everyone is on board. 
Councilman Barad said that a certain amount of fine tuning must be done by the Borough Attorney and 
Borough Administrator.    
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – DECEMBER 14, 2016 - 7:30 P.M. 
 

Steve Isaacson, 97 Columbus Avenue, referred to the sidewalk waiver being considered this evening, 
questioned how many have been waived and Councilman Barad explained that most have not been waived. 
Borough Engineer said that the money from the sidewalk waivers is used to install sidewalks where they 
are needed. Borough Attorney described the streets where sidewalks are waived as dead end streets, streets 
with low volume or narrow streets. The fund allows the municipality to install sidewalks where needed for 
safety purposes.   

 
 Relative to the yearly DPW Calendar, Borough Administrator advised that same has gone out to 
bid.  Mr. Isaacson questioned the bidding process since he was not notified and he has printed the calendar 
several times. Borough Administrator noted that the Borough uses a few local printers who were contacted 
and one printer submitted a bid that was 50% lower. Mr. Isaacson asked to be added to the list of printers.  

 
Mr. Isaacson questioned if a bus was considered a commercial vehicle since he contacted Red and 

Tan relative to the turn lane from Piermont onto Vervalen and he was advised that the bus route change is 
not going to happen because the Borough is discouraging commercial traffic on Vervalen. Borough 
Attorney advised that was not accurate. Mr. Isaacson referred to an article in the newspaper relative to the 
High School budget (NVRHS); and he noted that they are using our auditors and saw that there is a $2 
million dollar surplus. He asked the Mayor and Council to put pressure on the high school to use these 
monies.   

 
11. DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS, IF APPROPRIATE 
 
12. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
13. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Motion to adjourn the Work Session at 8:37 p.m. was made by Councilman Di Dio, seconded by 
Councilwoman Latner and declared unanimously carried by Councilman Barad. 
 
        Provided to the Mayor and Council  

on December 22, 2016 for approval 
 at the Regular Meeting to be held 
 December 28, 2016 

 
 
        ____________________________ 
        Loretta Castano, RMC 
        Borough Clerk  
Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC  
and Arlene M. Corvelli, RMC, utilizing  
recording and Borough Clerk’s  

 notes    
 
 Approved at the Regular Meeting held December 28, 2016 
 Consent Agenda Item No. 19b. 
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