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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 

BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 
 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES– WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8, 2023 - 7:00 P.M 
 

DUE TO PUBLIC HEALTH CONSIDERATIONS, THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED 

MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE HELD BOTH 

TELEPHONICALLY and VIA ZOOM VIDEO. 
 

You may join Zoom meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough 

Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left 

sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date. To join via 

Telephone Audio Only:  TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; 

PASSWORD: 8675309 If Executive session is required, the Council will retire to a closed session at the 

conclusion of the Regular Meeting pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 and follow the procedures provided in this 

statute. 
 

1.        OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 

 Mayor Glidden opened the meeting at 7:00 P,M, with the following public announcement: This 

meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, 

was included in the Notice of 2023 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in The Record and 

The Star Ledger on December 27, 2022, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and on the 

Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy 

of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 

 Councilwoman Amitai-present Councilwoman Latner-present 
  Councilwoman Chung-present  Councilwoman Witko-present 

Councilman Devlin-present  Councilman Yammarino-present 

                                                                              

The Mayor explained that tonight will start with the Regular Meeting (to swear in the police captain, introduce the 

new Environmental chair, and vote on the ordinances), then the meeting will go to the Work Session, and finally 

return to the Regular Meeting. 
 

The Mayor announced that a display in honor of Sophie Heymann will be at the Lustron House this Saturday and 

Sunday 12:00-2:00. The Aronson twins will perform at the Library Auditorium at 2:00 on March 18. 

Councilwoman Witko will co-chair the Food Pantry. She took this responsibility on when she was asked to help 

find someone. She was warmly thanked with applause from the public. The Ambulance Corps responded to 53 

calls in January. The fire Department, also volunteers, is desperately looking for new members. Closter is trying 

to keep it volunteer, which it has been since 1893. The Recreation Commission’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt will be 

4/8, the Fishing Contest on 5/13, the National Patriot’s Amputee’s softball game on 5/27.  

Closter schools ranked very well in a national contest.   
 

3. SWEARING IN OF POLICE CAPTAIN 

LT. VINCENT AIELLO TO CAPTAIN Councilwoman Latner introduced Lieutenant Aiello. Mayor 

Glidden swore him in. His family came forward to be with him. New Captain Aiello thanked everyone 

and spoke about the warm relationship with the Council, the guidance of the chief, and the support of his 

family and fellow officers.   
 

4. APPOINTMENTS 

 EVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 

 OFFICE  INCUMBENT  RECOMMENDATION  TERM  EXPIRES 

 MEMBER  PAUL YARIN  CHAIR    01/01/22            12/31/24 
 

 The Mayor introduced Paul Yarin, the new Chair of the Environmental Commission. 
 

The Mayor announced a short break at 7:25; upon the return to Open Session at 7:38, he announced that an 

agreement has been reached with the Shade Tree Commission. There will not be a public hearing tonight. If 

one is needed in the future it will be announced, but the agreement is to work out the issues that caused the  

Ordinance to be created in the first place. Councilwoman Latner moved to table the hearing until June 14, 

second Councilwoman Witko. 
 

Roll Call Vote 

Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 
  Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilwoman Witko-yes 

Councilman Devlin-abstain  Councilman Yammarino-yes 

  Carried.  
 

5. ORDINANCES 

        ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE PULLED 

 Ordinance No. 2023-1312: ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 59 ENTITLED SHADETREE 

    COMMISSION 
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INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCE 

Ordinance No. 2023-1314: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 2022-1303 

    2022-2023 MIN-MAX SALARY 
 

Councilman Yammarino moved to introduce Ordinance 2023-1314, second Councilwoman Latner. 
 

Roll Call Vote 

Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 
  Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilwoman Witko-yes 

Councilman Devlin-yes   Councilman Yammarino-yes 

  Carried.  
 

Ordinance No. 2023-1315: ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER A301, FEES AND DEPOSITS  

    TO EXPAND AND ESTABLISH THE AMOUNT OF ADDITIONAL  

    FEES PERMITTED TO BE CHARGED BY THE BOROUGH   

    RECREATION COMMISSION 
 

Councilman Yammarino moved to introduce Ordinance 2023-1315, second Councilwoman Latner. 
 

Roll Call Vote 

Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 
  Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilwoman Witko-yes 

Councilman Devlin-yes   Councilman Yammarino-yes 

  Carried.  
 

Ordinance No. 2023-1316: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 173-52F OF THE CODE  

    OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER  
 

Councilwoman Amitai moved to pull Ordinance 2023-1316, second Councilwoman Latner. 
 

Roll Call Vote 

Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 
  Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilwoman Witko-yes 

Councilman Devlin-yes   Councilman Yammarino-yes 

  Carried.  
 

Councilwoman Witko moved to exit the first session of the Regular Meeting and go to the Work Session, 

second Councilwoman Latner. All in favor. Carried.  
 

Mayor Glidden opened the Regular Meeting again at 8:50 with the Open Public Meetings announcement and 

roll call, at which all were deemed present. The introductions of Ordinances were taken care of at the return 

to the Regular Meeting. 
 

6. VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 

 All items with an asterisk (*) are considered to be non-controversial by the Council and will be 

approved by one MOTION. 
 

 There may be further discussion prior to the vote upon request of a Council Member. Also, any 

item may be removed for further discussion or for Roll Call vote, in which case the item will be removed 

and considered in its normal sequence as part of the General Order of Business. 
 

RESOLUTIONS 23-90, and 23-95 were pulled for a separate vote. 23-89 was not pulled, only discussed. 

*23-87 REFUND OF REAL ESTATE TAX OVERPAYMENT 
 

*23-88 RESOLUTION GRANTING PERMISSION TO BERGEN COUNTY MOSQUITO CONTROL 

 DIVISION TO PERFORM AERIAL SPRAYING DURING THE 2023 MOSQUITO 

 BREEDING SEASON AND AUTHORIZING LETTER OF APPROVAL TO BERGEN  

 COUNTY MOSQUITO CONTROL DIVISION  
 

*23-89 RESOLUTION CALLING FOR REVIEW AND REFORM OF OPRA 
 

*23-90 RESOLUTION APPROVING REFUND OF TREE BOND – 84 HERBERT AVE 
 

*23-91 RESOLUTION APPROVING REFUND OF TREE BOND – 63 HARVARD ST 
 

*23-92 RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION #23-17-HIRING TEMPORARY DRIVE-

 LABORER DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 2023 SNOW REMOVAL/EMERGENT 

 WEATHER SEASON 
 

*23-93 BILL LIST 
 

*23-94 TRANSFER RESOLUTION #2, AUTHORIZING THE TRANSFER OF 2022 BUDGET 

 APPROPRIATIONS #23-94 
 

*23-95 RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DMR ARCHITECTS P.C. INC., TO PROVIDE 

 ARCHITECTURAL ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR  THE CONSTRUCTION OF TWO POLE 

 BARN BUILDINGS AT THE CLOSTER DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS FACILITY 
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*23-96 RESOLUTION, WHICH WILL SOON BE IN WRITTEN FORM, ALLOWING BOSWELL TO  

 THE FAVORABLE CONTRACT FOR THE DWARSKILL PROJECT 
 

Councilman Devlin commented on 23-89. Councilwoman Latner moved to approve 23-87, 23-88, 23-91, 23-92, 

23-93, 23-94, and 23-96, second Councilman Yammarino. 

 

Roll Call Vote 

Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 
  Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilwoman Witko-yes 

Councilman Devlin-yes   Councilman Yammarino-yes 

  Carried.  
 

Councilwoman Amitai moved to carry 23-90 for two weeks, second Councilwoman Latner. All in favor. Carried.  
 

Discussion of 23-95: The proposal is labeled Police station, but it is actually about the pole barns. Councilwoman 

Amita voiced concern about the health of the soil. There was someone who was supposed to research it, but that 

did not happen. The Mayor suggested carrying the resolution for two weeks and having Leslie Brunell look at 

situation and give her opinion. Discussion about whether that has to be decided before choosing an architect, 

which is required before plans can be submitted to the comptroller. The engineer pointed out that there will not 

be a fulltime inspector at the price the architect is quoting. Councilman Devlin moved to approve 23-95, second 

Councilwoman Witko. 
 

Roll Call Vote 

Councilwoman Amitai-yes  Councilwoman Latner-yes 
  Councilwoman Chung-yes  Councilwoman Witko-yes 

Councilman Devlin-yes   Councilman Yammarino-yes 

  Carried.  
  

7. APPROVING THE FOLLOWING APPLICATIONS AS NEW MEMBERS OF THE FIRE DEPT 

 a. ERIC SLUTSKY (JUNIOR MEMBER) 
 

8. MINUTES 

 a. Approval of Work Session and Regular Meeting of February 8, 2023 

 b. Approval of Work Session and Regular Meeting of February 22, 2023 
 

 Councilwoman Latner moved to approve the two sets of minutes, second Councilwoman Witko. All in 

favor. Carried. 
 

9. VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA (see above) 
 

10.        ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 

11.        OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER (5-minute limit) Todd Bradbury stated that he 

  would be very concerned if he learned that volunteer Ambulance Corps were being leased to  

  Contractors. Joe Bianco asked that the Council reconsider the last motion. He said that Professor Brunell  

  has concerns. He spoke about the problems of having 3 buildings on questionable lands. He also spoke  

 about the letter from JIF. He has concerns. Councilwoman Amitai moved that 23-95 be rescinded, no  

 second.  
 

12.        ADJOURNMENT Councilwoman Latner moved to adjourn, second Councilwoman Witko. All in  

             Favor. Meeting adjourned at 9:15 pm. 

    

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Stephanie Evans 

Borough Clerk 
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