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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
  REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27, 2021 - 7:30 P.M 
 
 The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Regular Meeting on Wednesday,  
January 27, 2021.  Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 8:15 p.m. and read the following 
statement: 
 
DUE TO PUBLIC HEALTH CONSIDERATIONS, THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WAS HELD BOTH 
TELEPHONICALLY and VIA ZOOM VIDEO. 
 
Those who wished to join the Zoom meeting including video were invited to do so by accessing the 
information posted in the Borough Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com 
and clicking the link on the left sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the 
corresponding date. 
 
To join via Telephone Audio Only:  
 
 TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  864 2063 3673; PASSWORD: 8675309 
 
If Executive session is required, the Council will retire to a closed session at the conclusion of the Regular 
Meeting pursuant to N.J.S.A. 10:4-6 and follow the procedures provided in this statute. 
 

1.        PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Notice of 2021 Mayor and Council Meetings which was published in 
The Record on January 15, 2021 and The Star Ledger on January 18, 2021, was posted on the Municipal 
Clerk’s bulletin board and on the Borough website, and has remained posted as the required notices under 
the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in the 
office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
The following persons were present: 
 Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. 
 Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
 Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
 Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
 IT Coordinator, Kevin Whitney 
 Substitute Clerk, Stephanie Evans, RMC 
 
The following persons participated via telephone: 
 Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Dolores Witko, Joseph Yammarino,  
   Jannie Chung and Victoria Amitai 
 Chief Financial Officer, Joseph Luppino 
 Chief of Police, Jack McTigue 
 
The following persons were not present: 
 Deputy Borough Clerk, Arlene Marie Gray 
 

3. MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS (Not made at the Reorganization 
Meeting held 1/4/21): 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

*Environmental Commission 

Associate Member Ethel Abrams NO APPOINTMENT 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

Associate Member/                                   
Historic Pres. Liaison Bobbie Bouton-Goldberg NO APPOINTMENT 1 Year 31-Dec-21 

*Planning Board 
 

Class IV Ann Brewster  NO APPOINTMENT 

4 Years                     
Unexp. 

(Brewster) 31-Dec-22 

* MAYORAL APPOINTMENT 
 
 Mayor Glidden informed there were no appointments this evening but said he hopes to fill some 
vacancies at the next meeting. 

http://www.closterboro.com/
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ORDINANCES 
 

4. INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE – PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION 
2/24/21 @ 8 P.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 
BOND ORDINANCE NO. 2020:1277 2021:1277, “ORDINANCE REAPPROPRIATING $25,000 
PROCEEDS OF OBLIGATIONS NOT NEEDED FOR THEIR ORIGINAL PURPOSES TO PROVIDE 
FOR BODY CAMERAS FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER, IN 
THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY” (Received from Bond Counsel 1/22/21 @ 10:19 a.m.) 

 
 Motion approving Introduction of Bond Ordinance No. 2021:1277 was made by Councilwoman 
Latner, seconded by Councilwoman Witko and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative 
vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 
 

5a. REVIEW OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
  

 Motion approving the Consent Agenda was made by Councilwoman Latner, seconded by 
Councilwoman Witko and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 

5. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REAPPOINTMENT OF CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER (Received 
from Borough Attorney 1/6/21) Carried from RMA 1/13/21 

 
6. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO ISSUE A CHECK IN THE AMOUNT 

OF $36,576.49 FOR REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE #20-00001 FOR PROPERTY 
LOCATED AT 11 RODEN WAY, BLOCK 301, LOT 1, FOR LIEN SOLD AT THE MUNICIPAL TAX 
SALE HELD ON 9/30/2020 FOR 2019 DELINQUENT TAXES AND A CHECK IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $133,600.00 FOR RETURN OF PREMIUM PAID AT TAX SALE TO US BANK CUST ACTLIEN 
FOR SAID CERTIFICATE (Received from Tax Collector 1/14/21) 
 

7. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO  RELEASE AND RETURN 
REMAINING PLANNING BOARD ENGINEERING ESCROW FUNDS TO DOHOON KIM FOR 
SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF ALL REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS PER PLANNING BOARD 
PROFESSIONALS’ DETERMINATION; AND ALL FEES DUE FOR SERVICES RENDERED HAVE 
BEEN RECEIVED FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 26 ARNOLD AVENUE, BLOCK 2210, LOT 19 
(Received from Deputy Treasurer 1/15/21) 

 
8. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN 

REMAINING TREE BOND ESCROW FUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,750.00 TO SAE-YOUNG 
KIM & MONICA CHO FOR SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF ALL REQUIRED 
IMPROVEMENTS UNDER THE AGREEMENT FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 4 LAURENCE 
COURT, BLOCK 2302, LOT 37 PER EMAIL DATED 12/22/20 FROM CODE ENFORCEMENT 
OFFICIAL - TREES (Received from Deputy Treasurer 1/15/21) 

 
9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO  RELEASE AND RETURN 

REMAINING ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT LEGAL ESCROW FUNDS TO YUVAL TAL 
FOR SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF ALL REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS PER ZONING 
BOARD PROFESSIONALS’ DETERMINATION; AND ALL FEES DUE FOR SERVICES 
RENDERED HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 311 LINDBERGH 
AVENUE, BLOCK 1601, LOT 14 (Received from Deputy Treasurer 1/15/21) 

 
10. RESOLUTION REGARDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES APPOINTMENT PUBLIC DEFENDER - 

SALVADOR H. SCLAFANI, ESQ. (Received from Borough Attorney 1/20/21) 
 
11. RESOLUTION REGARDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES APPOINTMENT RESIDENTIAL 

APPRAISER – ASSOCIATED APPRAISAL GROUP (Received from Borough Attorney 1/20/21) 
 
12. RESOLUTION REGARDING PROFESSIONAL SERVICES APPOINTMENT COMMERCIAL 

APPRAISER - BBG IZENBERG APPRAISAL ASSOCIATES (Received from Borough Attorney 
1/20/21) 

 
13. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE REPAIR AND INDEMNIFICATION 

AGREEMENT FOR THE SOUTH PARKING LOT BLOCK 1312, LOT 13 (Received from Borough 
Attorney 1/20/21) 

 
14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF A FINANCE CLERK (Virginia Scalcione, Part-

Time for the week of February 8 through February 12 from 12:30 to 4:30 p.m. at a rate of $25.00 per 
hour) Received from Assistant CFO 1/21/21 
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15. RESOLUTION APPROVING THE USE OF THE SENIOR CITIZENS CENTER BY THE GIRL 

SCOUTS SUBJECT TO RECEIPT OF INSURANCE AND COVID REQUIREMENTS 
 TO BE PREPARED BY BOROUGH ATTORNEY (Received from Borough Attorney 1/25/21) 
 

MOTIONS  
 

16. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING SALARIED APPOINTMENTS NOT MADE AT THE 
REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/4/21: 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Chief Financial Officer* Joseph Luppino Joseph Luppino TENURE 
 

Municipal Court 

Acting Municipal Court 
Administrator 

Beryl Horbert, CMCA                                        
(SSA w/Dumont) NO APPOINTMENT *Per Superior Court/Resolution 

*Requires Resolution   
 
17. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND 

COMMISSIONS NOT MADE AT THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/4/21: 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Board of Ethics 
 

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
5 Years                          

Unexp. (Vacant) 31-Dec-24 

Food and Assistance Board 
 

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                          

Unexp. (Vacant) 31-Dec-21 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Alternate No. 2 VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                      

Unexp. (Vacant) 31-Dec-21 

Improvement Commission 
 

Member Ann Brewster Christopher Cho 2 Years 31-Dec-22 

Member Fred Pitofsky Elaine Lim 2 Years 31-Dec-22 

Alternate No. 2 VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years                      

Unexp. (Correa) 31-Dec-21 
 

18. REPORTS   
  

a. CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – NOVEMBER 2020 (Received 1/21//21)  
 b. CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – DECEMBER 2020 (Received 1/21//21)  

 
5b. VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
19.        ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 

 
20.        OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No. 11) 

 
 Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public.  
 
 At this time, Chief Financial Officer Joseph Luppino thanked the Mayor and Council for his 
reappointment. 
 
 No one else wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden closed the meeting to the public. 
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   Motion approving the following Closed Session Resolution at 8:27 p.m. was made by 

Councilman Yammarino seconded by Councilwoman Amitai and declared carried by Mayor Glidden 
upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino and Chung:  

 
20a. OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of the meeting in order to permit the 
governing body to discuss per N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(4) “A collective bargaining agreement”; N.J.S.A. 
10:4-12(b)(7), “Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations”; and  N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(8), 
“A matter involving public officers”;  and that the items under discussion in the closed meeting would be 
disclosed to the public at the conclusion of the matters which should be within 8-10 weeks. 
 
 Mayor Glidden resumed the Regular Meeting at 9:04 p.m. 
 
 As follow up to the Closed Session, Borough Attorney requested approval to negotiate with the 
Human Resources Committee recommendation for Borough Clerk regarding terms and conditions as 
outlined in the Closed Session.  
 

20b.  MOTION authorizing the Borough Attorney to negotiate with the Human Resources Committee 
recommendation for Borough Clerk regarding terms and conditions as outlined in the Closed Session was 
made by Councilwoman Witko, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor 
Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino and Chung:  

 
21.        ADJOURNMENT     

 
 Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:05 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner, 
seconded by Councilwoman Witko and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
        Provided to the Mayor and Council on  
        April 29, 2021 for approval at the  
        Regular Meeting to be held  
        May 12, 2021 
 
 
        __________________________ 
        Arlene Marie Gray, RMC 
        Borough Clerk  
Prepared by Arlene Marie Gray, RMC 
utilizing recording and  
Substitute Borough Clerk’s  
notes  
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held May 12, 2021 
Consent Agenda Item No. 17b 
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