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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
         REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2020 - 7:30 P.M.    

 
  The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Regular Meeting on Wednesday,  

October 14, 2020.  Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 9:04 p.m. and read the following 
statement: 
 
DUE TO PUBLIC HEALTH CONSIDERATIONS, THIS REGULARLY SCHEDULED 
MEETING OF THE CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL WILL BE HELD BOTH 
TELEPHONICALLY and VIA ZOOM VIDEO. 
 
You may join Zoom meeting including video by accessing the information posted in the Borough 
Calendar on the Borough website by visiting www.closterboro.com and clicking the link on the left 
sidebar for Calendars and Notice of Meetings and click on the corresponding date. 
 
To join via Telephone Audio Only:  
 
 TOLL FREE:  +1 646-558-8656; MEETING ID:  814 8057 4953; PASSWORD: 913469 

 
1. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 

 
 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and The 
Star Ledger on January 10, 2020, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
posted as the required notices under the Statute.  A Sunshine Notice regarding the change of meeting 
format was sent to The Record for posting on October 9, 2020. In addition, copies of these notices are and 
have been available to the public and are on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 
 A COPY OF THIS NOTICE HAS BEEN POSTED ON THE OUTER DOORS 
       OF THE BOROUGH HALL AND ON THE BOROUGH WEB SITE 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
The following persons were present: 
 Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. 
 Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
 Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
 Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
 Deputy Borough Clerk, Arlene Marie Gray 
 IT Coordinator, Kevin Whitney 
 
The following persons participated via telephone: 
 Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Dolores Witko, Joseph Yammarino, Jannie Chung 
               and Victoria Amitai 
 Chief Financial Officer, Joseph Luppino 
 Chief of Police, Jack McTigue  
 
The following persons were not present: 
 Loretta Castano, Borough Clerk 
 

3. MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S) 
 
 ORDINANCES 
 
4. INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE – PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION 

MONDAY, 11/9/20 @ 8 P.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 
 ORDINANCE NO. 2020:1275, “AN ORDINANCE TO DETERMINE THE BASE RATE, AMOUNT, 

SALARIES, WAGES, COMPENSATION, AND THE METHOD OF PAYMENT THEREOF TO 
PERSONS HOLDING CERTAIN OFFICES AND POSITIONS OF EMPLOYMENT IN THE 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER FOR THE YEARS 2020 AND 2021 OR AS OTHERWISE NOTED” 
(Received from Assistant CFO 10/7/20) 
 
 Motion approving Introduction of Ordinance No. 2020:1275 was made by Councilwoman Latner, 
seconded by Councilwoman Witko and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 
 

5a. VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS    
 
  Motion approving Consent Agenda minus Item No. 15 was made by Councilwoman Witko, 

seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 

http://www.closterboro.com/
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 RESOLUTIONS  
 
6. BILL RESOLUTION – OCTOBER 15, 2020 
 (Received from Deputy Treasurer 10/7/20) 
 
7. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AMENDMENT TO THE CONTRACT WITH BOSWELL 

ENGINEERING TO PROVIDE ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE BLANCH AVENUE over 
DWARS KILL BRIDGE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION - BOSWELL FILE NO. PR-20-9832 – 
Second Release (Received from Administrator’s Office 9/29/20) 

 
8. RESOLUTION HIRING CONSTRUCTION CODE OFFICIAL/PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

INSPECTOR – BUILDING DEPARTMENT (Christopher Dippolito, at a rate of $25.00 per hour; 
not to exceed fifteen (15) hours per week effective on October 15, 2020) Received from 
Administrator’s Office 10/2/20 

 
9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN THE COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM 

AGREEMENT COUNTY OF UNION COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM, 8UCCP Union County 
Cooperative Pricing System (Received from Administrator’s Office 10/5/20) 

 
10. RESOLUTION HIRING TEMPORARY CLERICAL HELP FOR BOROUGH CLERK’S OFFICE FOR 

ELECTION DAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2020 (Received from Administrator’s Office 10/5/20) 
 
11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF BARRIERS FOR USE ON BLANCH AVENUE over 

DWARS KILL BRIDGE (Received from Administrator’s Office 10/6/20) 
 
12. RESOLUTION FOR APPROVAL TO SUBMIT A GRANT APPLICATION AND   EXECUTE A 

GRANT CONTRACT WITH THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR 
THE RAILROAD AVENUE PROJECT IDENTIFIED AS PROJECT LFIF-2021-RAILROAD 
AVENUE-00012 (Requested by Borough Engineer 10/5/20/Received from Administrator’s Office 
10/7/20) 

 
13. RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING THE VOTE OF THE GOVERNING BODY TO GRANT 

PERMISSION FOR THE RECREATION COMMISSION TO HOST THE WOUNDED WARRIORS 
AMPUTEE SOFT BALL GAME DURING THE 2021 MEMORIAL DAY WEEKEND, WITH 
ADDITIONAL RESOLUTION TO FOLLOW UPON RECEIPT OF INDEMNIFICATION 
INSURANCE POLICIES, HOLD HARMLESS AGREEMENT AND ANY REQUIRED 
DOCUMENTATION CONCERNING PREVAILING HEALTH AND SAFETY PROTOCOLS 
(Received from Borough Attorney 10/7/20) 

 
14. RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING VOTE TO AUTHORIZE CLOSTER IMPROVEMENT 

COMMISSION TO PROCEED WITH IMPROVEMENT PLAN FOR VETERAN’S PARK (Received 
from Borough Attorney 10/7/20) 

 
15. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COST OF A FEASIBILITY STUDY TO BE PERFORMED ON 

RUCKMAN ROAD FOR THE PURPOSE OF SECURING PROPERTY FOR A NEW POLICE 
DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS (Received from Chief of Police 10/8/20) 

 
15a. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN (Received from Chief Financial 

Officer 10/13/20 @ 4:13 p.m.) 
 
 MOTIONS 
 
16. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES: NO ABSTENTIONS 
 

 a. REGULAR MEETING HELD MAY 13, 2020   (Distributed 10/2/20) 
 b. REGULAR MEETING HELD MAY 27, 2020   (Distributed 10/8/20) 
 b. SPECIAL MEETING HELD JUNE 24, 2020   (Distributed 10/1/20) 
 c. SPECIAL MEETING HELD AUGUST 12, 2020 (Distributed 10/1/20) 
 

17. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING APPLICATION AS NEW MEMBER OF THE  
 KNICKERBOCKER HOOK AND LADDER COMPANY (Received 10/3/20):   
 
  a. HAANH H. PHAM 
 
18. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND 

COMMISSIONS NOT MADE AT THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/2/20: UPDATED 
AS OF 8/18/20: 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Board of Ethics     

Member Joann Hildenbrand NO APPOINTMENT 5 Years 31-Dec-24 
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18. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS NOT MADE AT THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/2/20: UPDATED 
AS OF 8/18/20: Continued 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Food and Assistance Board     

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years 

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-21 

Historic Preservation Commission    

Alternate No. 2 VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years 

(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-21 

Improvement Commission     

Alternate No. 2 
Andrew Correa 

(Appt’d to Member RM 2/26/20) NO APPOINTMENT 
2 Years 

(Unexp. Correa) 31-Dec-20 

Recreation Commission     

Member 
Steven Potterton 
(Dec. Feb. 2020) NO APPOINTMENT 

5 Years 
(Unexp. Potterton) 31-Dec-22 

 
19. REPORTS    
 
 a. CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – SEPTEMBER 2020 (Received 10/2/20) 

b. CHIEF OF POLICE – SEPTEMBER 2020 (Received 10/12/20) 
 
5b. VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
15. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE COST OF A FEASIBILITY STUDY TO BE PERFORMED ON 

RUCKMAN ROAD FOR THE PURPOSE OF SECURING PROPERTY FOR A NEW POLICE 
DEPARTMENT HEADQUARTERS (Received from Chief of Police 10/8/20) 
 

  Councilman Devlin wished the record to reflect that he objects to the locations listed in the 
Resolution which appear to not have been changed. 

 
  Motion of approval was made by Councilwoman Latner, seconded by Councilman Yammarino 

and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Latner, Witko, 
Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. Councilman Devlin voted no. 

 
18a.  MOTION authorizing the advertisement for position of Borough Clerk  
 
  Motion of approval was made by Councilwoman Witko, seconded by Councilwoman Amitai and 

declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, 
Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  

 
20. OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11) 
 
  Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden 

closed the meeting to the public. 
 
21. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
    
22. ADJOURNMENT   
 
  Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:14 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner, 

seconded by Councilman Devlin and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
        Provided to the Mayor and Council on  
        April 1, 2021 for approval at the  
        Regular Meeting to be held  
        April 14, 2021 
 
 
        __________________________ 
        Arlene Marie Gray, RMC 
        Borough Clerk  

Prepared by Arlene Marie Gray, RMC 
utilizing recording and  
Deputy Borough Clerk’s notes  
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held April 14, 2021 
Consent Agenda Item No. 18a 
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