
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
         REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2020 - 7:30 P.M.    
 
  Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 9:15 p.m. 
   
1. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 

 
 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and The 
Star Ledger on January 10, 2020, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available 
to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
 
 The following persons were present 
  Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. 
  Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Dolores Witko, Joseph Yammarino,  

Jannie Chung and Victoria Amitai 
  Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
  Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
  Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
  Borough Engineer, Nick De Nicola 
  Chief of Police, Jack McTigue 
 
3. MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S) 

 
4. PRESENTATION(S) 
 
  The following presentations were made during the Work Session: 
 

a. PROMOTION OF VINCENT AIELLO FROM THE RANK OF SERGEANT TO 
LIEUTENANT  (Approved RM  2/12/20, effective 3/1/20) 

 
b. PROMOTION OF JAMES BUCCOLA FROM THE RANK OF SERGEANT TO 
 LIEUTENANT (Approved RM 2/12/20, effective 3/1/20)  
 
c. PROMOTION OF KEITH DOMBKOWSKI FROM THE RANK OF PATROLMAN  
 TO SERGEANT (Approved RM 2/12/20, effective 3/1/20)  
 
d. PROMOTION OF DANIEL HARGRAVE FROM THE RANK OF PATROLMAN  
 TO SERGEANT (Approved RM 2/12/20, effective 3/1/20) 
 
ORDINANCES 
 

5.            INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE – PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION  
3/25/20 @ 8 P.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 
BOND ORDINANCE NO. 2020:1267, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER, IN 
THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF SEWER 
CLEANING EQUIPMENT AND VEHICLE IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER AND 
APPROPRIATING $435,000 THEREFOR, AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $413,250 IN 
BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO FINANCE THE SAME “ 
(Requested by Bond Counsel 2/20/20)  
 
 In answer to Councilman Devlin, Borough Attorney noted that four affirmative votes would be 
needed to adopt the ordinance.  
 

Motion to introduce Ordinance No. 2020:1267 was made by Councilman Yammarino, seconded 
by Councilwoman Witko and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  

 
6a. VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
 
  Motion approving the Consent Agenda minus Item No. 9 was made by Councilwoman Latner, 

seconded by Councilman Yammarino and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote 
of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  
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 RESOLUTIONS  
 
7. RESOLUTION DECREASING CONTRACT PRICE FOR 2019 BOROUGH PAVING PROGRAM, 

CHANGE ORDER #1 & FINAL and ESTIMATE #2 & FINAL AND AUTHORIZING PAYMENT 
(Received from Administrator’s office 2/14/20) 

 
8. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING HOST COMMUNITY RECYCLING AGREEMENT WITH I.W.S. 

TRANSFER SYSTEMS OF NEW JERSEY, INC. (Received from Borough Attorney 2/20/20) 
 
9. RESOLUTION AMENDING TEMPORARY BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2020 (Received from 

Assistant Chief Financial Officer 2/20/20) **REQUIRES 2/3 MAJORITY VOTE** 
 
10. RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING ACTION TAKEN AT THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEETING 

OF FEBRUARY 12, 2020 AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ENGINEER TO INVESTIGATE, 
REVIEW AND PREPARE A REPORT REGARDING THE STRUCTURE KNOWN AS THE 
CLOSTER NATURE CENTER CABIN FOR A COST NOT TO EXCEED $2,750.00 (Received from 
Borough Attorney 2/19/20) 

 
10a. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER THROUGH THE CLOSTER 

POLICE DEPARTMENT, TO PARTICIPATE IN THE DEFENSE LOGISTICS AGENCY, LAW 
ENFORCEMENT SUPPORT OFFICE, 1033 PROGRAM TO ENABLE THE CLOSTER POLICE 
DEPARTMENT TO REQUEST AND ACQUIRE EXCESS DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
EQUIPMENT (Received from Borough Attorney 2/25/20 @10:55 a.m.) 

  
 MOTIONS 
 
11. MOTION APPROVING REQUEST OF INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 

TO USE CLOSTER MEMORIAL FIELD LOCATED AT 150 HARRINGTON AVENUE ON 
SUNDAY, 5/17/20, FROM 8:30 A.M. TO 12:00 NOON, TO CONDUCT THE IAAS FIELD DAY 
EVENT; RAIN DATE:  SUNDAY, 5/31/20 FROM 8:30 A.M. TO 12 NOON OR AVAILABLE TIME 
OF THE FIELD (9 M.L. 2/13/20 - Approval received from Risk Management Consultant 2/13/20) 

 
12. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES: 
 
 a. REGULAR MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 12, 2020 – NO ABSTENTIONS 

  
 13. MOTION APPOINTING THE FOLLOWING BOROUGH PROFESSIONALS NOT MADE AT THE  
  REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/2/20 – RESOLUTIONS TO BE PREPARED BY BOROUGH 
  ATTORNEY 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Financial Advisory 
Services* 

Daniel C. Mariniello                                              
NW Financial Group, LLC 

Resolution Advertising  
Re-Bid Approved RM 2/12/20  1 Year 31-Dec-20 

Risk Management 
Consultant* 

Richard M. Keating                                                        
Trinity Brokerage, Inc. 

Resolution Advertising 
Re-Bid Approved RM 2/12/20 1 Year 31-Dec-20 

 
14. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND 

COMMISSIONS NOT MADE AT THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/2/20: 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Board of Ethics     

Member Joann Hildenbrand NO APPOINTMENT 5 Years 31-Dec-24 

Member John Hernandez John Hernandez 5 Years 31-Dec-24 

Food and Assistance Board     

Member VACANT Lorraine Bianco 2 Years 31-Dec-21 

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 2 Years 31-Dec-21 

Historic Preservation Commission    

Alternate No. 2 VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 2 Years                          31-Dec-21 

Improvement Commission     

Member Janet Morrow 
Andrew Correa 
(from Alt. No. 2) 2 Years 31-Dec-21 

Alternate No. 1 Chang Seol Kim Claudine Parloff 2 Years 31-Dec-21 
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  In answer to Councilwoman Amitai regarding Consent Agenda Item No. 10a, Chief McTigue 

explained that the Police Department wants to remain members of the program.  
 
15. REPORTS   
 (No reports received at the time of preparation of this Agenda)     

   
6b. VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
9. RESOLUTION AMENDING TEMPORARY BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2020 (Received from 

Assistant Chief Financial Officer 2/20/20) **REQUIRES 2/3 MAJORITY VOTE** 
 
  Motion of approval was made by Councilman Yammarino, seconded by Councilwoman Witko 

and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, 
Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  

  
14a. MOTION to approve Closter Improvement Commission’s International Day to be held March 22, 2020 at 

St. Mary’s School was made by Councilwoman Amitai, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared 
carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, 
Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  

 
16. OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11) 
 
  Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden 

closed the meeting to the public.  
 
17. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
  Motion approving the following Resolution at 9:24 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Chung, 

seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Witko, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 

 
17a. OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of the meeting in order to permit the 
governing body to discuss per N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(7), “Pending or anticipated litigation or contract 
negotiations”; and that the item under discussion in the closed meeting will be disclosed to the public 

 at the conclusion of the matter which should be within 8-12 weeks. 
   
  Mayor Glidden resumed the Regular Meeting at 9:30 p.m. 
    
18. ADJOURNMENT   
 
  Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:30 p.m. was made by Councilman Yammarino, 

seconded by Councilwoman Witko and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
         Provided to the Mayor and Council 
         on March 5, 2020 for approval at  
         the Regular Meeting to be held 
         March 11, 2020 
 
 
         ______________________________ 
         Loretta Castano, RMC 
         Borough Clerk  
 Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke 
 utilizing recording and Borough Clerk’s 
 notes 
 
 Approved at the Regular Meeting held March 11, 2020 
 Consent Agenda Item No. 18c  
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

  
WORK SESSION NOTES – WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2020 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
 The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Work Session on Wednesday,  
February 26, 2020.  Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
  Mayor Glidden invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and The 
Star Ledger on January 10, 2020, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available 
to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
 The following persons were present: 
  Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
  Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Dolores Witko, Joseph Yammarino, Jannie Chung 
    and Victoria Amitai 
  Borough Administrator, Edward Hynes 
  Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
  Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
  Chief of Police, Jack McTigue 
 

Mayor Glidden explained he would be digressing from this Agenda to make presentations which 
are listed on the Regular Meeting Agenda. Mayor Glidden announced the following promotions in the 
Police Department. These officers are top notch and part of the greatest Police Department in northeastern 
New Jersey. He welcomed the Chief of Police of Northvale and the Chief of Police of Englewood.  
 
a. PROMOTION OF VINCENT AIELLO FROM THE RANK OF SERGEANT TO LIEUTENANT 

(Approved RM  2/12/20, effective 3/1/20) 
 

  Councilwoman Latner said that he was born and raised in Bergenfield, graduated from St. Thomas 
Aquinas College, entered into the New York Police Department and was assigned to the 23rd Precinct.  In 
2003, he was hired by the Closter Police Department and in 2012 was assigned to the Detective Bureau. In 
2016, he was promoted to the rank of Detective Sergeant. Vincent is the domestic violence liaison, uniform 
crime report officer, community relations officer, public information officer and terminal agency 
coordinator. He has received numerous awards and commendations including Officer of the Year from the 
Closter Elks. He has investigated numerous crimes. He lives in Northvale with his wife and three children.  

 
  At this time, Mayor Glidden administered the Oath of Office to Vincent Aiello. Congratulations 

were offered by the Mayor and Council; and the public offered a round of applause. 
 

 
b. PROMOTION OF JAMES BUCCOLA FROM THE RANK OF SERGEANT TO 
 LIEUTENANT (Approved RM 2/12/20, effective 3/1/20)  
 

  Councilwoman Latner said he was born and raised in Old Tappan, attended and graduated from 
Northern Valley-Old Tappan High School, has a Bachelors of Science degree in Administration of Justice 
from Rutgers University, attended and graduated from the Morris County Police Academy and began his 
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law enforcement career with the Harrington Park Police Department. In 2006, he transferred to the Closter 
Police Department, was promoted to the rank of Sergeant in 2014 and has been responsible for the 
supervision of personnel on a daily basis. James has served as President of the Northern Valley PBA, has 
received numerous letters and citations; and in 2009 he was recognized by the Closter Elks Lodge as 
Officer of the Year. He lives in River Vale with his wife and three children.  
 

  At this time, Mayor Glidden administered the Oath of Office to James Buccola.  Congratulations 
were offered by the Mayor and Council; and the public offered a round of applause. 

 
c. PROMOTION OF KEITH DOMBKOWSKI FROM THE RANK OF PATROLMAN  

 TO SERGEANT (Approved RM 2/12/20, effective 3/1/20)  
 
  Councilwoman Latner said he was born in Dumont and attended Dumont High School and Johnson 

and Wales University and graduated with an Associates Degree. He attended Montclair State University 
and graduated with a Bachelors Degree. He was hired by the New Jersey Transit Police Department, 
attended the Passaic County Police Academy and thereafter he was detailed to Newark and Hudson County 
to an anti-crime unit. In 2014, Keith was hired by the Closter Police Department and in 2017 he was 
assigned to the Detective Bureau and has received multiple awards including unit citations, exceptional 
duty, meritorious apprehension and life saving awards. He has investigated a wide range of crimes. He lives 
in River Vale with his wife and two children.  
 

  At this time, Mayor Glidden administered the Oath of Office to Keith Dombkowski. 
Congratulations were offered by the Mayor and Council; and the public offered a round of applause.  
 
d. PROMOTION OF DANIEL HARGRAVE FROM THE RANK OF PATROLMAN  
 TO SERGEANT (Approved RM 2/12/20, effective 3/1/20) 
 

  Councilwoman Latner said he was brought up in Dumont, graduated from Dumont High School, 
attended Bergen Community College and received an Associates Degree in Criminal Justice. In 2009, he 
became a Police Dispatcher in Closter; and in 2013 was sworn in as probationary police officer. He 
attended the Bergen County Law and Public Institute, graduating from the Police Academy as a member of 
Class Number 111. Daniel has been cited with numerous citations and awards and has been in the top tier 
of the Department for criminal arrests and motor vehicle enforcement. He has been the recipient of the 
MADD Award and is a firearms instructor, taser instructor and PBA unit representative in addition to being 
a State delegate.  
 

  At this time, Mayor Glidden administered the Oath of Office to Daniel Hargrave. Congratulations 
were offered by the Mayor and Council; and the public offered a round of applause. 
 

At this time, Lieutenant James Buccola, Lieutenant Vincent Aiello, Sergeant Keith Dombkowski 
and Sergeant Daniel Hargrave thanked the governing body, citing the professional and friendly relationship 
between the Department and governing body. Chief McTigue and Captain Brueck were thanked and noted 
that the residents are in good hands. The families of the officers were thanked for their patience and 
sacrifices they have made.  

 
Mayor Glidden resumed the Work Session at 8:10 p.m.  

  
 PRESENTATION 
 

 Mayor Glidden introduced the Closter Improvement Commission Chairman Yuval Tal and guests 
Li-Zhang and Libby Charon. Closter is a wonderful town with a few major populations. There are no 
events that promote multi-culturalism and it is proposed to have a platform for each group to share their 
heritage and traditions. A sub-committee was formed to bring people together and have a better 
understanding. Councilwoman Amitai said she is looking at this on a larger scale and she commended the 
committee. Libby cited her history noting she moved to Closter 2 years ago from Israel and said that this is 
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a very good idea to promote the event. On March 22nd there will be 10 countries presenting at the event at 
St. Mary’s School from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Each country will have a station with local food and artifacts in 
addition to a main stage for each country to give a performance on music, dance and martial arts. The event 
is free. Children will get a passport and receive a stamp or sticker from each country. Mayor Glidden 
expressed the 100% support from the governing body.  
 

4. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 

a. MAIL LIST OF FEBRUARY 13, 2020 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter to provide any comments. Item No. 2 was removed by Councilman Devlin; 
Item No. 3 was removed by Councilwoman Latner; Item Nos. 5 and 9 were removed by Borough Clerk. 

 
Item No. 2: Received 02/07/20, Dated 02/04/20, from Lerch, Vinci & Higgins, LLP, Certified Public 
Accountants re December 31, 2019 Annual Audit – Responsibilities under U.S. Generally Accepted 
Auditing Standards, Government Auditing Standards, Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost 
Principles, and Audit Requirement for Federal Awards (Uniform Guidance) and New Jersey OMB Circular 
15-08 Copy to Chief Financial Officer, Assistant Chief Financial Officer 
 Councilman Devlin questioned if the Auditor could audit the Departmental Bonuses and how we 
would communicate that to them. He referred to the State Committee on Investigation’s Report; and under 
local pay practices, it is suggested there be a written policy before anyone is paid for terminal or 
accumulated sick leave. He reiterated there is no written policy regarding Department Head bonuses. He 
offered to write a letter or make a phone call. In answer to Mayor Glidden, no objections were voiced.  
 
Item No. 3: Received 02/07/20, Dated 02/07/20, from Thomas Rose, Bergen County Department of Health 
Services, Division of Mental Health, to Bergen County Municipal Clerks re Announcement of hosting of 
2nd Bergen County Crisis Intervention Team Unity in Community Event to be held at Overpeck County 
Park, 199 Challenger Road, Ridgefield Park on 5/31/20 (Copy to Board of Health, Chief McTigue) 
 Councilwoman Latner wanted to know if anybody from the different Departments would be able to 
attend this event. Chief McTigue informed he is currently working with the Officer he sent for training and 
will see if he is available to attend. In terms of the Ambulance Corps, he has not spoken to anybody yet; 
and he’s not aware that they’ve geared anything towards that or the Fire Department overall, but explained 
it is mandatory for the Police Department to have somebody trained on it.  
 Mayor Glidden informed he was approached by a member of the Ambulance Corps regarding the 
Coronavirus and asked if we had emergency funds set aside for the purchase of emergency equipment if it 
is needed. Borough Administrator said he would find out. Chief McTigue advised that Department 
Physician, Dr. (Walter) Klein called him and inquired what type of breathing apparatus we have for our 
officers. He further explained they have two programs in effect they are continuing to monitor; the officers 
have all different kinds of masks on their person and in their vehicles. At the conclusion of that 
conversation, they did an inventory search because he is aware some of the masks are difficult to find. This 
morning they made an emergency purchase through Grainger who said they could have something to the 
Department within a month; and he placed the maximum allowable order. The Chief said they will share 
with anybody that needs it. Councilwoman Amitai informed the schools sent out a letter today with 
information as well. 
 
Item No. 5: Received 02/11/20, Dated 02/07/20, from Robert Laux, Executive Director, Bergen County 
Utilities Authority; pc:  Municipal Clerk, Construction Code Official Bergen County Utilities Authority 
(BCUA) 2019 Sewer Connection Fee Municipal Incentive Program Rebate – in the amount of $258.17 – 
voucher to be completed and returned to the BCUA no later than 3/1/20 (Copy of  letter AND ORIGINAL 
INVOICE to Administrator 2/24/20) (Copy to Supt. DPW)  
 Borough Clerk explained this item is the Sewer Extension Rebate in the amount of $258.17 with 
voucher to be completed; and reported that an original was provided to the Administrator for follow up.  
 
b. MAIL LIST OF FEBRUARY 20, 2020 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter to provide any comments. Item No. 4 was removed by Councilwoman 
Amitai. 
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Item No. 4: Received 02/17/20, Dated 02/17/20, from Yuval Tal to Loretta Castano, Arlene Gray, Leslie 
Weatherly; c:  Victoria Amitai; cc: Police Chief John McTigue, Jim Oettinger, Bill Dahle, Ambulance 
Corps, Fire Department, Borough Administration re Request for approval by the governing body for 
Closter Improvement Commission to host International Day on Sunday, 3/22/20, 3 pm at St. Mary’s 
Church (Troy Hall) to recognize and celebrate some of the many nationalities of our Closter residents 
(Copy to Borough Attorney) 
 Councilwoman Amitai requested this item be voted on in the Regular Meeting. Borough Attorney 
advised though it is not on Borough property and the typical insurance requirements do not apply, we could 
take a vote tonight and offer a Resolution supporting the event at the next meeting. He explained the 
Commission is covered by the JIF and they may have to supply insurance to St. Mary’s. Mrs. Amitai said 
when she receives the contract, she will forward it to the Borough Administrator for approval of the 
$350.00 hall rental fee; and requested that Leslie Weatherly prepare the Hold Harmless Agreement. 

  
5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FROM REGULAR MEETING 
 (Refer to Regular Meeting Agenda of February 26, 2020)  

 
 Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished to discuss any item on the Consent 
Agenda. Item No. 11 was referred to by Councilwoman Amitai. Mayor Glidden referred to Item No. 14  
and listed the individuals he proposed to appoint to certain Boards and Commissions.  
 

11. MOTION APPROVING REQUEST OF INTERNATIONAL ACADEMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCES 
TO USE CLOSTER MEMORIAL FIELD LOCATED AT 150 HARRINGTON AVENUE ON SUNDAY, 
5/17/20, FROM 8:30 A.M. TO 12:00 NOON, TO CONDUCT THE IAAS FIELD DAY EVENT; RAIN 
DATE:  SUNDAY, 5/31/20 FROM 8:30 A.M. TO 12 NOON OR AVAILABLE TIME OF THE FIELD (9 
M.L. 2/13/20 - Approval received from Risk Management Consultant 2/13/20)  

 
  Councilwoman Amitai questioned the request and Borough Attorney said there was an indication 

that the request was from a non-profit organization and the approval should be subject to the schedule of 
the Recreation Commission and that the organization is non-profit.  

 
*14. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND 
 COMMISSIONS NOT MADE AT THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/2/20: 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Board of Ethics     

Member Joann Hildenbrand NO APPOINTMENT 5 Years 31-Dec-24 

Member John Hernandez John Hernandez 5 Years 31-Dec-24 

Food and Assistance Board    

Member VACANT Lorraine Bianco 2 Years 31-Dec-21 

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 2 Years 31-Dec-21 

Historic Preservation Commission    

Alternate No. 2 VACANT NO APPOINTMENT 2 Years                          31-Dec-21 

Improvement Commission    

Member Janet Morrow 
Andrew Correa 
(from Alt. No. 2) 2 Years 31-Dec-21 

Alternate No. 1 Chang Seol Kim Claudine Parloff 2 Years 31-Dec-21 
 

4 



CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 26, 2020 - 7:30 P.M. 
 

Mayor Glidden recommended the above appointments and Councilman Yammarino recommended 
the reappointment of John Hernandez to the Board of Ethics as he is needed for a quorum. No objections 
were expressed by the governing body. 

 
6. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
        

A.         FINANCE AND TECHNOLOGY – YAMMARINO (DEVLIN/WITKO)  
  1) REPORT RE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETINGS – Councilman Yammarino reported 
the Committee completed the Budget meetings; and now they will meet to review the numbers.  
  2) REPORT RE TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE MEETINGS – Mr. Yammarino pointed out 
that the sign on the Court Clerk’s door that indicated cash was required for payment has been removed; and 
they will be taking credit cards very shortly. 

  3) LIAISON REPORTS – Councilman Yammarino had no report on the following items: 
   a. Historic Preservation Commission 
   b. Recreation Commission 

 
 Councilman Yammarino informed he had sent an email regarding the Boy Scouts Beefsteak Dinner 
and reminded it will be held March 7th and all are welcome to attend.  
 
 He reported St. Mary’s Church has a St. Patrick’s Day party on Sunday, March 15th and a Fish Fry 
on March 28th. Additionally, the Lions have their Pancake Breakfast on March 29th. 
 
 At this time, Councilwoman Chung asked if Mr. Yammarino was aware if the Closter App has had 
any success; and he said he has gotten an occasional pop-up; but he would ask the IT Coordinator if there is 
some type of report as to the usage of the App. Councilwoman Amitai noted she has not received any 
notifications from the App. 

            
 B.  PUBLIC SAFETY - LATNER (CHUNG/YAMMARINO) 
  1) REPORT RE PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETINGS – No report.  
  2) LIAISON REPORTS – Councilwoman Latner reported on the following: 

  a. Board of Education – NVRHS – The Northern Valley Demarest Winter Guard 
finished second place at the main competition in West Orange; the Northern Valley Demarest Bowling girls 
team won the North Patriot Division championship and the boys came in second. Mrs. Latner announced 
the Addams Family Musical Comedy to be held from March 5th through March 7th and tickets are available 
at www.nvdtickets.com; and she sent the information to Kevin for placement on the website. 
  b. Library Board of Trustees – The leak that had been causing problems was 
successfully repaired. Last week the Board met with David Hansen, head of BCCLS, to review new polices 
of net lending and fine-free. The used book sale will be held March 27th and March 28th and they are 
accepting any gently used donations. Mrs. Latner said she followed up at the Library Board on some of the 
issues she and Councilwoman Chung discussed at the last DPW Committee; and informed she finally got 
the information from Don Farrell. She asked the Borough Clerk to send a copy to the Mayor and Council 
and requested the Administrator give a copy to the Assistant CFO and DPW Superintendent. She explained 
Mr. Dahle had questioned some things in the Budget in terms of whether payments have been made on 
behalf of the DPW going back several years. Mr. Farrell provided a very comprehensive breakdown of the 
entire cash flow of the Library since 2006. She said that way back when, 1/3 of a million dollars was way 
more than enough for the Library’s needs. She referred to questions posed by the Assistant CFO in terms of 
things they have and have not paid for; and informed in regards to the grounds, the DPW does snow 
removal. The Library has taken care of the other maintenance and repairs required including roofing and air 
conditioning; and they did a capital expenditure which lowered the utility costs from $52k in 2010 to $28k 
in 2019. As far as health insurance, they only allow single coverage – no family coverage. This upcoming 
year will be a challenge because BCCLS has instituted a $9,000 charge for each Library for the delivery 
system. We used to get paid as a net lender and brought in $11,000 a year; so it will be a $20,000 loss this 
year. She said in terms of when they started out, from the records Mr. Farrell has, the reserve funds total 
$260,000. Councilwoman Chung voiced her opinion that she and Mrs. Latner should explain to the Library 
what the DPW Superintendent’s concerns were so this has more context to it.  
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6. COMMITTEE REPORTS (Continued) 
 

B.  PUBLIC SAFETY - LATNER (CHUNG/YAMMARINO) (Continued) 
 Ms. Chung explained that Mr. Dahle has expressed concerns that sometimes he performs work for 
the Library that he feels should come out of their Budget. One of the items he mentioned was grounds 
keeping like the snow removal and repairing the generator and mostly maintenance issues. He believes that 
should come out of the Library, not the DPW Budget. Mrs. Chung explained the Assistant CFO questioned 
the pension contributions as she felt the Library should be making those payments on behalf of their 
employees, and not the Borough. Mrs. Latner reiterated that the report provided by Mr. Farrell is very 
comprehensive and noted the reserve funds have always been made of donations and not excess Borough 
contributions. Councilwoman Amitai questioned how many paid employees the Library had and Mrs. 
Latner said she did not know; but the Administrator said they are mostly part-time. Mrs. Amitai then 
questioned the proposed emergency usage of the building; and Mrs. Latner informed she did respond to 
earlier questions with answers provided by the OEM Coordinator spelling out the procedures. Mrs. Chung 
asked if the report mentioned pension contributions; and asked if it was a statutory requirement. Mr. Hynes 
explained it is not required statutorily, but it has been a matter of policy that the Borough does; and it’s not 
unique for Closter.  Many towns contribute over the 1/3 million that is required. In answer to Mrs. Chung, 
Borough Attorney informed it has always been that way. Councilwoman Latner asked the Borough Clerk to 
scan and send the report to everyone and said this concluded her report.  
 

 C. PUBLIC WORKS - CHUNG (AMITAI/LATNER)  
 1) REPORT RE PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MEETINGS – Councilwoman Chung 
requested a Closed Session to discuss one item regarding contracts. 

  2) LIAISON REPORTS – Councilwoman Chung reported on the following: 
   a. Board of Health 
   b. Zoning Board of Adjustment 
   c. Northern Valley Greenway – They are having and Ambassador Day and everyone 

is welcome to come. The point of the event is to create Ambassadors within each town affected by the 
Greenway who would then help raise awareness and funds and act as liaisons. There are about 30 invited 
guests/volunteers representing each of the towns and they will learn more about the project. This event will 
be a training session to be held at the Senior Center in Closter on Sunday, March 8th, and she will send an 
email with additional details. 

  3) Special Mayoral Assignment – Stigma Free (WS 6/27/18) 
        
 D. ORDINANCES - DEVLIN (WITKO/AMITAI) 

 1) REPORT RE ORDINANCE & LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS – Councilman 
Devlin reported their Agenda includes the Styrofoam ordinance and Trees - Part 2 with the responses they 
received from the Zoning and Planning Boards with their recommendations. 

  2) LIAISON REPORTS – Councilman Devlin reported on the following: 
  a. Environmental Commission (Voting member) – Closter Clean-Up Day will be 
held April 4th. They still need to have the meeting to discuss the changes to the signs. The Commission 
would like to have hired Kevin Reilly, who fixed the trails several years ago; but by the time they were able 
to approach Mr. Reilly, he no longer wanted to participate in the project. They may have to use the NY/NJ 
Trail Conference which will be much more expensive. Borough Attorney said nobody ever said that Mr. 
Reilly couldn’t be hired. Borough Administrator explained they came up with a procedure to protect the 
town; and when they approached Mr. Reilly, he refused. Borough Attorney clarified Mr. Devlin’s 
understanding that Mr. Reilly would have to provide Workman’s Comp insurance and he did not need to do 
so five years ago. He explained that he would have to be hired as a seasonal employee, no different than the 
DPW, and would have been covered by both. Mr. Hynes explained they came up with this way around Mr. 
Reilly having to pay for very expensive coverage; and his refusal was abrupt. In response to Mr. Devlin’s 
recollection of the previous process used 5 years ago, Mr. Hynes explained it was done that way because 
his employment was paid for through a grant which allowed temporary employment. Mr. Devlin agreed 
that they do need a trail blazer; and he is glad the Administration listened to their appeal and worked on it. 
  b.  Shade Tree Commission (Voting member) – He did not attend the last meeting but 
they discussed tree planting instead of fines. 
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6. COMMITTEE REPORTS (Continued) 
 

E.         HUMAN RESOURCES – WITKO (CHUNG/LATNER) 
 1) REPORT RE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETING(S) – Councilwoman Witko 
reported the Committee has been meeting frequently to discuss requests from employees regarding various 
things that hinge on the Budget. Once they can meet to discuss the Budget, she can report back on this. 

  2) LIAISON REPORTS – Councilwoman Witko reported on the following: 
  a. Board of Education – Closter Public Schools – On 3/12/20, the Board will have 
their preliminary Budget Hearing. They discussed spending $9,000 for a referendum study because their 
debt for the last one expires in 2024; so she assumes the discussions are starting for that. There were no 
further details provided. She reminded that several months ago she reported that Hillside School is at the 
maximum number of students and Tenakill is very close. There will be a Spelling Bee at the Hillside Gym 
on Friday the 28th at 6 p.m. for Grades 3 – 5. The dinner dance is coming up this weekend. 

   b. Fire Department – She did not receive a recent report from the Fire Department. 
 
 F. LAND USE AND CONSTRUCTION - AMITAI (DEVLIN/YAMMARINO) 

 1) REPORT RE CONSTRUCTION DEPARTMENT MEETING(S) – Councilwoman Amitai 
reported they have an intern coming in for 6 weeks starting May 18th`.  At the former men’s salon 1808 
there will be a ballet store. Mrs. Amitai reminded a request was sent to tweak the surety bond and escrow 
feel schedule. She requested same be looked at by the Ordinance Committee. 
 2) LIAISON REPORTS – Councilwoman Amitai reported on the following:  
  a. Planning Board (Voting member) – There will be a meeting tomorrow. There is a 
subcommittee that is looking at and analyzing different uses in our zones, some of which are quite archaic. 
When it comes closer, the Board will opine and send it to the Council for review. Café Memere picked up 
their Outdoor Café Application, so now they will be able to go have wine or a drink after a Council meeting 
in the Summer if we desire. A new window shade store has been given approval to open up in the Plaza. 
She reminded the office behind the Council used to be Planning and Zoning and they are still waiting for 
the Council to approve money to complete the room. The Zoning department started in 1940; so there is 
quite an amount of large documents to be scanned. She noted this year alone they have collected $84,000 in 
UCC fees alone; and asked if the scanning fees will come out of that Budget; and Mr. Hynes informed it is 
in the Capital Budget under the IT Department’s presentation and is in the $80k range.  
  b. Improvement Commission (Voting member) – The Commission met and they are 
swimming in international stuff as they heard earlier. The Beautification Committee met and they have a 
list of suggestions. She has a meeting with the Administrator, DPW Superintendent and Chair of the CIC to 
go for a walk or ride this Friday morning. Mrs. Amitai asked if it would be possible to take donations for 
the Ambulance Corps on International Day. Borough Attorney informed someone from the Corps could be 
present to collect the funds themselves as it would go into their own Budget. They cannot collect money 
otherwise on their behalf. 
  c. Senior Citizens – No report. 
  d. Parking Authority – Sergeant Sarubbi is still working on the lease agreement for 
CSX and has come up with an idea for an App based program to charge for metered parking at $0.25 per 
hour which will hopefully eliminate a lot of the scofflaw parking. She questioned how it would be 
enforced; and Chief McTigue advised the Police Department does the enforcement.  

 
 G. MAYOR’S LIAISON REPORT 
  a. Ambulance Corps 
  b. Borough Engineer 
  c. Northern Valley Mayor’s Association 

 
 Mayor Glidden reminded the Mayor’s Newsletter will be going out Friday; and if anyone has 
anything they want to add, to please give it to Leslie.  
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6. COMMITTEE REPORTS (Continued) 

 
 At this time, Mayor Glidden wanted everyone to be aware, because it is a large number that the 
Interboro radios need to be replaced. Jim Winters has been working on this with the seven (7) member 
towns and everyone is coming up with their share, which is about $375,000 each. It is already in the Budget 
but there may be a way to save money. Borough Administrator informed that if all of the towns order at the 
same time, we may be able to save 10%; and Mr. Winters is working on it diligently. In concept it would be 
a great idea but to logistically work it out is harder, because, for example, Norwood already purchased their 
radios. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Chief McTigue informed the Police Department is already 
upgraded; and this is for the Fire Department and Ambulance Corps. Mr. Hynes said Verizon is going to be 
getting rid of the copper hard lines so we are working under the tension that we need to get this done this 
year because they are cutting back on the older technology. 

 
7. OLD BUSINESS   
 

 a. CONTINUED DISCUSSIONS RE THE FOLLOWING:  
 

1) Borough Attorney report re consultation with Borough Engineer re follow up on  status of 
 EMERGENCY REPAIRS TO BE MADE AT DWARSKILL “CULVERT” ON 
 BLANCH AVENUE ALONG THE NORWOOD BORDER (Requested by Mayor WS 
 12/12/18) (8 M.L. 9/5/19 – copy of letter dated 8/28/19 from Norwood Borough Attorney 
 to Bergen County Dept. of Planning and Engineering re culvert ownership)  
 

 Borough Engineer cited a possible grant and forwarded the information to the County but the 
County would have to declare ownership of the bridge. Borough Attorney cited the County’s lack of 
response and voiced his concern that consideration should be given to moving forward because it is a 
safety issue. The County has been irresponsible. Borough Engineer cited the truck travel from Closter into 
Norwood. Norwood has agreed to share the responsibility of the bridge; and the cost would depend if the 
bridge is fixed or replaced. Mayor Glidden noted that the County has not responded to his letter on the 
matter; and Borough Attorney cited previous letters to the County where the County indicated that it was 
their bridge. Mayor Glidden said the process should be moved forward; and Borough Engineer said he 
would provide an estimate on the matter over the next month.  
 

8. NEW BUSINESS 
 

 Borough Engineer referred to a letter from a Demarest resident citing concern about an 
improvement to Prospect Street bordering Grove Street regarding the proposed improvement without 
drainage. He contacted the Demarest Engineer but has not received a response. He said he contacted the 
State Department of Transportation who noted that they would take care of the matter if there is a 
subsequent problem with drainage. Mayor Glidden said he would contact the Mayor of Demarest on the 
matter.  
 
 Borough Engineer cited problems with the road program inasmuch as the roads have not been 
selected. Borough Administrator cited problems with finance and the need for numbers from the Auditor. 
Some roads may have to be cut due to financing. Borough Engineer said that recommendations have been 
submitted. Borough Administrator cited budgetary problems and said he has driven the roads with the 
DPW Superintendent and has found they are in good shape. Roads that do not have grant money have to be 
put in the capital budget.  

  
9. OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER PER NJSA 10:4-12(A) SUBJECT TO A  
 5-MINUTE LIMIT (PER GENERAL RULE NUMBER 11) EXCEPT FOR ITEMS SCHEDULED 

FOR PUBLIC HEARING AT THE REGULAR MEETING 
 

Patricia Barrow cited the road project in Demarest and noted that Chestnut Avenue is being moved. She 
said that the hedges would be destroyed because of the increased volume of water and Demarest did not 
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provide plans for the project. Mayor Glidden said we are not getting any cooperation on the matter from the 
Demarest Engineer; and he will be contacting the Demarest Mayor on the matter.  
Dr. David Barad, (26 Kinkaid Avenue), referred to a letter he received relative to a complaint about trees 
being removed without a permit and the Planning Board has suggested that there be a violation imposed. 
He referred to the coronavirus and suggested that the Borough remind residents to wash their hands, not 
touch their face or mouth, make sanitizers available and wipe off public places with sanitizing sheets. He 
cautioned that sick people should not be allowed at public meetings as well as sick employees coming to 
work.  

 
10. DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS, IF APPROPRIATE 
 
11. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Motion to adjourn the Work Session at 9:15 p.m. was made by Councilman Yammarino, seconded 
by Councilwoman Latner and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden. 

 
       Provided to the Mayor and Council on  
       March 5, 2020 for approval at the  
       Regular Meeting to be held 
       March 11, 2020 
 
 
       ________________________________ 

        Loretta Castano, RMC 
        Borough Clerk  

 
Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke     
and Arlene Marie Gray, RMC,  
utilizing recording and the  
Borough Clerk’s notes    
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held March 11, 2020 
Consent Agenda Item No. 18b 
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