
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
  REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 12, 2018 - 7:30 P.M 
 
 Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 9:02 p.m.  
 

1.        PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT  
 
 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and The 
Star Ledger on January 6, 2018, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained posted 
as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the 
public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
 The following persons were present: 
  Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
  Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Joseph Yammarino, Jannie Chung and Victoria Amitai 
  Borough Administrator, Arthur Braun Dolson 
  Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
  Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
  Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
  Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine 
   
 The following persons were absent: 

Councilwoman Dolores Witko 
  
3. MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S) 
 
4. PRESENTATION(S) 
 
5. MAYORAL APPOINTMENT(S) TO THE FOLLOWING BOARDS/COMMISSIONS: 

OFFICE 
 

INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Environmental Commission    

Associate Member 

Steve Lopez 
(Non-acceptance  

of re-appointment) NO APPOINTMENT   1 Year 31-Dec-18 

Associate Member 

Shucai Zhu 
(Non-acceptance  

appointment) NO APPOINTMENT   1 Year 31-Dec-18 
 

6a.  VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
  

  ORDINANCES 
 
7.  INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE(S) – PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION TO 

BE HELD 10/10/18 @ 8:00 P.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 

a. ORDINANCE NO. 2018:1243, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 
CHAPTER A301 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER REGARDING FEES 
AND DEPOSITS, SPECIFICALLY FOR PLANNING BOARD ENGINEERING ESCROW 
FEES” (Received from Borough Attorney 9/4/18) 

   
Motion approving introduction of Ordinance No. 2018:1243 was made by Councilman Devlin, 

seconded by Councilman Yammarino and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.   

 
b. ORDINANCE NO. 2018:1244, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING 

CHAPTER 127-6, AND A301 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 
REGARDING FEES AND DEPOSITS, SPECIFICALLY FOR HAWKERS AND PEDDLERS, 
POLICE DEPARTMENT (Received from Borough Attorney 9/6/18) 
 

 Motion approving introduction of Ordinance No. 2018:1244 was made by Councilman Devlin, 
seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 
 
 Motion approving the Consent Agenda minus Item No. 15 was made by Councilwoman Latner, 
seconded by Councilwoman Chung and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. 
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RESOLUTIONS 
 

8. BILL RESOLUTION – SEPTEMBER 15, 2018 
(Received from Deputy Treasurer 9/6/18) 

 
9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING TAX COLLECTOR TO ISSUE A REFUND IN THE AMOUNT OF 

$3,016.80 FOR THE YEAR 2017 TO JACOBUS & ASSOCIATES, TTEE FBO KAHN, SIMON AND 
ANNE FOR BLOCK 2001, LOT 17, DUE TO TAX COURT JUDGMENT RESULTING IN 
OVERPAYMENT (Received from Tax Collector 8/20/18) 

 
10.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS WITH CERTAIN APPROVED STATE CONTRACT 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11, DIGITAL PORTABLE AND 
MOBILE SAFETY TRUNKING RADIOS, BOROUGH (BOND) ORDINANCE 2018:1241, CAPITAL 
ACCOUNT C-04-18-241-005-002 (Received from Borough Administrator’s Office 8/24/18)          
 

11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A ONE DAY TOWN-WIDE GARAGE SALE ORGANIZED BY THE 
CLOSTER FOOD & ASSISTANCE BOARD AND WAIVING PERMIT FEES FOR PARTICIPANTS 
(Discussed at WS 8/22/18/ Received from Borough Attorney 9/6/18) 

 
12. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE 

INVENTORY (ROSI) (Request by Borough Engineer WS 8/22/18) Received from Borough Attorney 9/6/18 
 
13. RESOLUTION ACCEPTING A GRANT FROM THE HAZARDOUS DISCHARGE SITE 

REMEDIATION FUND PUBLIC ENTITY PROGRAM THROUGH THE NEW JERSEY ECONOMMIC 
DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY AND THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION IN AN AMOUNT UP TO $66,800.00 (Received from Borough Administrator’s Office 
9/4/18) 

 
14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS WITH CERTAIN APPROVED STATE CONTRACT 

PRICING SYSTEM VENDORS PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-11, CROSS MATCH 
TECHNOLOGIES, INC., BOROUGH (BOND) ORDINANCE 2018:1241, CAPITAL ACCOUNT             
C-04-18-241-001-001 (Received from Borough Administrator’s Office 9/4/18)        

 
15. RESOLUTION FIXING BASE SALARIES FOR 2018 (Received from Administrator 9/6/18)  
 
16. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MAYOR AND CLERK TO EXECUTE 2018 THROUGH 2020 SNOW 

PLOWING AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF BERGEN (Received from Borough Attorney 9/6/18)    
 

16a. RESOLUTION TO PURSUE A “FAIR AND OPEN” PROCESS IN AWARDING PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE CONTRACT FOR ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT ATTORNEY (Received from 
Borough Attorney 9/12/18) 

 
 MOTIONS  
 
17. MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR PEACE4PAWS INC. TO CONDUCT AN ON-PREMISE 

DRAW RAFFLE FOR MERCHANDISE TO BE HELD AT BUON GUSTO, 534 DURIE AVENUE ON 
SUNDAY, 10/7/18, FROM 12 P.M. TO 4 P.M.; DRAWINGS TO BE HELD BETWEEN 2:45 P.M. AND 
3:45 P.M. (Completed Application filed and appropriate fees paid 8/17/18 

 
18. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES – ABSTENTION: AMITAI 
 
  a. REGULAR MEETING HELD AUGUST 22, 2018 
 b. WORK SESSION HELD AUGUST 22, 2018 
 

 19. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS  
                          NOT MADE AT THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/2/18 (Not made to date): 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Food and Assistance Board 
 

Member Katie McDermott NO APPOINTMENT   2 Years 31-Dec-19 

Member VACANT NO APPOINTMENT   2 Years 31-Dec-19 
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20. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS TO BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Historic Preservation Commission 

Alternate No. 2 
Ellen Lutvak 

(Declined appointment) NO APPOINTMENT   2 Years 31-Dec-19 

Improvement Commission     

Member 

Andrew Albaum 
(Non-acceptance  

of re-appointment) NO APPOINTMENT   2 Years 31-Dec-19 
 
21. REPORTS  
  

a. CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – AUGUST 2018 (Received 9/7/18) 
b. CHIEF OF POLICE – AUGUST 2018 (Received 9/10/18) 
 

6b.  VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
15.  RESOLUTION FIXING BASE SALARIES FOR 2018 (Received from Administrator 9/6/18) 

 
   Motion of approval was made by Councilman Yammarino, seconded by Councilwoman Amitai and 

declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Latner, Yammarino, Chung 
and Amitai. Councilman Devlin abstained.  

   
22.      OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11) 
 
   Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden closed 

the meeting to the public.  
 
23.  ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
   Motion approving the following Resolution at 9:11 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner, 

seconded by Councilwoman Chung and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Devlin, Latner, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai: 

 
23a. OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant to 

N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of the meeting in order to permit the governing 
body to discuss per N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(7), “Pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiations “; and    
N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(8) “A matter involving public employees”; and that the items under discussion in the 
closed meeting would be disclosed to the public at the conclusion of the matters which should be within 26 
weeks.      

 
   Mayor Glidden resumed the Regular Meeting at 9:30 p.m. 
 
24.  ADJOURNMENT  
 
   Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:30 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner,     

seconded by Councilwoman Chung and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
         Provided to the Mayor and Council on  
         September 20, 2018 for approval at the  
         Regular Meeting to be held 
         September 26, 2018 
 
 
         __________________________________ 
         Loretta Castano, RMC 
         Borough Clerk  
 

Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC 
utilizing recording and Borough Clerk’s  
notes 
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held September 26,  2018 
Consent Agenda Item No. 19a 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
WORK SESSION NOTES – SEPTEMBER 12, 2018 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
 The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Work Session on Wednesday,  
September 12, 2018.  Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m. 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
  Mayor Glidden invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was sent to The Record and The Star 
Ledger for publication on January 6, 2018, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has 
remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been 
available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk. 
 

Mayor Glidden thanked the Borough Administrator for arranging to have the flags behind the dais 
cleaned and installed with wire mesh to be properly displayed. 
 

3. ROLL CALL 
 

The following persons were present:   
 Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
 Councilpersons Scott Devlin, Alissa Latner, Joseph Yammarino,  Jannie Chung 
                      and Victoria Amitai 
 Borough Administrator, Arthur Braun Dolson 
 Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
 Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
 Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
 Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine 
 
The following persons were not present: 
 Councilwoman Dolores Witko 

 
 At this time, Councilwoman Chung introduced Mr. and Mrs. Ahn, who own MEK Educational 
Institution. Councilwoman Chung said she is trying to reach out to the business community to have more 
integration with our community and businesses. Mr. & Mrs. Ahn have given a donation to the Closter 
Police Department in addition to the Closter Fire Department; and at this time, Mr. and Mrs. Ahn presented 
a check to Police Chief Kaine.    
  
 Mayor Glidden asked for a moment of silence to honor the memory of Robert Witko, husband 
of Councilwoman Dolores Witko, and Carol Gordon, wife of retired Lieutenant James Gordon. 
 
Michael Pisano, 44 Columbus Avenue, (Lustron House caretaker) referred to an e-mail from the Borough 
Administrator relative to the Building Department inspection of the Lustron House.  He voiced his 
understanding that the house has to be reassigned to a different usage, which must be first approved by the 
Mayor and Council. Borough Administrator explained that since the building is to be used as a place of 
public assembly rather than residential, it has to be designated as a Class Use, as stated in the Building 
Code of the State of New Jersey. He said the conditions were itemized in the e-mail sent to the distribution 
list of the Lustron House and must be satisfied prior to their using the building as requested, as it is a 
Borough owned building. Mr. Pisano noted that although they received one bid for the heating and gas line, 
now the required improvements for the heating and gas line must go out to bid, and they are no closer to 
having heating installed which could possibly be delayed for two months. He voiced his frustration that he 
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has been working on the project for over a year and he has been left in the dark on everything except for 
two emails from the Borough Administrator. At this time, the Borough Administrator and Attorney 
corrected his assumption by advising that he is not on the lease but is the caretaker.  

Councilwoman Chung asked for clarification as to what he needs to do to move this along.  Mr. 
Pisano said he needed a Certificate of Occupancy for insurance purposes; and there are requirements to be 
met to obtain the CofO. He is in the dark as to what has to be done and is willing to do whatever is needed. 
Mayor Glidden said that the Borough Attorney will speak to the Building Department tomorrow; he 
understands Mr. Pisano’s frustration and appreciates all the work he has done. Mr. Pisano said the caretaker 
agreement is due for renewal and Borough Attorney said same will be coming up on a future agenda. 
Relative to property maintenance and the use of motorized equipment, Borough Attorney noted that since 
Mr. Pisano is technically not a Borough employee, his use of motorized equipment was not allowed by the 
Joint Insurance Fund.  Mr. Pisano expressed his appreciation for the Superintendent of Public Works for his 
Department cutting the grass but same needs to be done in the back yard; and Mr. Rogan said he would also 
talk to the Superintendent about this as well.  

 
Irene Stella, said the Friends of the Lustron House plan to participate in the town-wide garage sale with 
donated items that are not really historical that have been stored by residents who have moved such as Bill 
Cahill. There are school chair samples, a sink, water fountains, a blackboard and desks. The Historic 
Society did not feel it was right to throw these items away and they cannot find ownership of these items. 
She cited radio equipment from One County Road that was given to Pat Garbe Morillo. She felt the 
proceeds would go to the Closter Historic Society bank account which presently has quite a bit of money. 
Borough Attorney said he would check into this matter with the Building Department. Councilwoman 
Amitai noted when something is built for the public, it is held at a higher standard to support the usage by 
extra people.  

 
4. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 

a. MAIL LIST OF AUGUST 23, 2018 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished 
to address any matter or provide any comments. Item No. 6 was removed by Councilman Yammarino. 
 
Item No. 6: Received 08/21/18, Dated 08/12/18, from Senator Gerald Cardinale, 39th Legislative District, to 
Mayor and Council in individually addressed envelopes re Informing of potentially toxic chemicals being 
sprayed on athletic fields without sufficient notifications to the public that can harm children and adults and 
requesting local consideration for taking action (Copy to Recreation Director, Board of Health, DPW 
Superintendent)  
 Councilman Yammarino informed constituents have complained about the substances the Borough 
is using on our fields and this was discussed at the Recreation Commission yesterday in detail. Recreation 
Director Jim Oettinger will be sending a response directly to the Senator informing that Closter does 
everything correctly and in a non-dangerous way. We work with Lupardi’s Nursery, who is licensed by the 
State, and basically it will be challenging the letter factually. He has a copy with him this evening if 
anybody wishes to see it. Mayor Glidden informed he reviewed the draft response and he believes it is 
proper. Councilwoman Chung voiced her understanding that the substances used in Closter are non-toxic. 
Borough Attorney requested that the response letter be placed on the next Mail List so there is a record of 
the response. 
 
b. MAIL LIST OF AUGUST 30, 2018 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished 
to address any matter or provide any comments. Item Nos. 1 and 6 were removed by Councilwoman 
Amitai.  
 
Item No. 1: Received 08/23/18, Dated 08/23/18, from Westwood Borough Clerk to Bergen County 
Municipal Clerks re Certified copy of Resolution Opposing Rate Increase by Suez Water 
 Councilwoman Amitai voiced her opinion that the service charge increase seems like a lot and 
suggested the Council consider a Resolution opposing the increase because 80% is a lot. No objections 
were voiced and Mayor Glidden requested a Resolution be prepared for the next meeting. Borough 
Administrator explained that Suez’s claim is they need more money for maintenance of infrastructure and 
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they haven’t been maintaining it in the past; and he feels they should be more responsible before they start 
looking for more money; and Mayor Glidden agreed.  
 
Item No. 6: Received 08/28/18, Dated 08/28/18, from South Hackensack Township Municipal Clerk to 
Bergen County Municipal Clerks re Resolution adopted 8/16/18 Condemning all efforts to delegitimize the 
State of Israel & the Global movement to boycott, divest from & sanction the people of Israel 
 Councilwoman Amitai voiced her opinion that we should also pass a Resolution and it was noted 
the Borough already passed a Resolution on this topic. 
 
c. MAIL LIST OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2018 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council 
wished to address any matter or provide any comments. Item No. 14 was removed by Borough Engineer. 
 
Item No. 14: Received 09/06/18, Dated 08/30/18, from Laine Rankin, Director, Division of Local Aid and 
Economic Development, NJS Department of Transportation, to The Honorable John C. Glidden, Jr.; c.  
Municipal Clerk, Municipal Engineer re Inability to provide Local Freight Impact Funds this Fall, as 
applied for by Borough Engineer (NJDOT LFIF 2018 Railroad Avenue – 00068) 
 Borough Engineer informed there was only one award in Bergen County with the majority going to 
Essex and Passaic County towns. Fairview is the only Bergen municipality who received funds because 
they have a heavy industrial area that requires maintenance. Borough Administrator noted they will be 
starting the process for next year’s grants and we should try again. Borough Engineer explained we only 
have the one industrial road so it’s worth trying again. 
 
 At this time, Mr. DeNicola informed a Resolution will be required for next year’s NJDOT Local 
Aid Project which will include Railroad Avenue wrapped around the Elks and Old Closter Dock Road as it 
goes all the way down to Cedar Lane. That will be for a milling and resurfacing project. He will be 
providing same to the Borough Clerk and Administrator for the next meeting probably next week 
sometime.  
 
d. MAIL LIST OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2018 – Mayor Glidden noted there were two (2) items on the 
upcoming Mail List and asked if any member of the Council wished to discuss either item. 
 
Item No. 1: Received 09/06/18, Dated 09/06/18, from Daniel L. Steinhagen, Esq., Beattie Padovano, LLC 
re Copy of letter to Zoning Board of Adjustment informing of resignation as Zoning Board Attorney for a 
one-year term to 12/31/18 (Distributed 9/7/18) 
 In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, the Borough Attorney explained the resignation was for the 
rest of this year’s term. He explained it would be too complicated for Mr. Steinhagen to recuse just for one 
application due to conflict so it is for the remainder of the one year term to December 31st. In answer to 
Councilman Devlin, he said the request for an RFP is on the Agenda tonight; and the term would be just for 
the unexpired term to the end of this year. The new Council next year gets to appoint new professionals in 
January each year. We would be starting the process now assuming the Resolution is passed this evening; 
and there are time issues we weren’t aware of as the resignation is effective as of the date of the letter. 
Typically the Mayor and Council defers to the Zoning Board after receipt of the qualifications for them to 
decide. In answer to Mrs. Amitai, the Borough Attorney voiced his understanding after speaking with Mr. 
Steinhagen that he knew this was going to happen but he didn’t know it would happen this quickly; and the 
client wanted to file right away. In fact, they filed their application the day after the resignation as Mr. 
Steinhagen’s firm represents the applicant. 
 

5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FROM REGULAR MEETING 
 (Refer to Regular Meeting Agenda of September 12, 2018) 
 

 Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Governing Body wished to refer to any item on the 
Consent Agenda. Item No. 12 was removed by Councilwoman Amitai; Item No. 15 was removed by 
Councilwoman Chung. 
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 Borough Clerk requested the addition of Item No. 16a, received from the Borough Attorney 
authorizing the RFP for the Zoning Board Attorney. 

  
12. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO SIGN THE RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE 

INVENTORY (ROSI) (Request by Borough Engineer WS 8/22/18) Received from Borough Attorney 
9/6/18 

 
Councilwoman Amitai referred to the ROSI List and Borough Engineer said there are four different 

lots on three different properties, one of which is behind the Library is not on the ROSI along with the 
MacBain property which backs up to the Borough property. In addition, the last two properties Lots 3 and 4 
in Block 17 by Birch Street and is not encumbered by Green Acres. He had provided a listing, which noted 
Block 1006 which should be Block 1005. He said during the trail application to the DEP the records were 
checked and it was noted that Closter had never completed the land swap agreement with Green Acres, 
which was to include three lots on the ROSI. Councilwoman Amitai said she would like to see the other 
properties put on the ROSI so that they are protected; and Borough Engineer said same should be reviewed. 
Borough Attorney said that the ROSI properties were generally obtained with Green Acres funds; and 
Green Acres allowed the land swap to happen with the understanding that the properties would be added to 
the ROSI. It does not mean that every piece of Borough property should be on the ROSI; and the three 
properties we are addressing were not obtained with Green Acres funds but it would be a Borough decision 
to include the properties on the ROSI. He said that COAH is not asking the Borough to sell property only to 
buy more; and at this point, the Borough is good until 2025. Theoretically the town could say we do not 
wish to own any property by putting same on the ROSI; but it would tie the hands of future Councils; and 
Borough Engineer noted that two of the properties by the MacBain Farm and St. Mary’s are 
environmentally sensitive and could not be developed.  He noted that a land swap is a very complicated 
procedure and must be approved by a State House Commission.  

 
15. RESOLUTION FIXING BASE SALARIES FOR 2018 (Received from Administrator 9/6/18)  

 
  Councilwoman Chung asked if these salaries were consistent with prior years, with the exception 

of Billy Dahle, who they discussed.  Borough Administrator said the calculation is 3% more than last year 
and only the base salary of the Superintendent of Public Works has been adjusted. In answer to the 
Borough Clerk, Borough Administrator said there was a personnel shift last year and there were two part- 
time employees in the Police Department and one part time in the Administration which were increased to 
full time at the same rate. Mr. Dolson confirmed Ms. Castano’s request for clarification that the reference 
was “Public Safety Civilian Records Clerk FT”. Ms. Chung confirmed it was at the same rate with 
increased hours.  Councilman Devlin said that at the last meeting, he had requested a calculation of how 
much this total spending would mean to the Borough; and Borough Administrator said the extra one 
percent is $15,333.11 for a total of $46,016.91. He said that accumulated absences are calculated at the end 
of the year. Mr. Devlin wanted to clarify that his question pertained to the sick bank employees have at the 
time of the salary increase as the value of those days will now go up with the increase.  

 
  Councilwoman Chung referred to the position of Civilian Records Clerk that went from part time 

to full time; and asked when an employee switches their hours from part time to full time, isn’t there a 
procedure to do so; or is that under his duties as Administrator? Do they have to apply for the full-time 
position, or go out to bid or submit a request to HR?  Borough Administrator explained that since this was 
almost a year and half ago, as there was a need for this movement within the Department, he implemented 
same. He did not believe a resolution was adopted; and Councilwoman Chung felt there should be a record. 
Police Chief Kaine advised that there was a resolution on this matter. Councilwoman Chung questioned 
why some positions were highlighted; and Borough Administrator noted that it could have been an 
electronic error.  

 
16a. RESOLUTION TO ADVERTISE FOR BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT/ZONING BOARD ATTORNEY 

POSITION AND TO PURSUE A “FAIR AND OPEN” PROCESS IN AWARDING THE CONTRACT 
FOR THIS SERVICE IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER, COUNTY OF BERGEN (Received from 
Borough Attorney 9/12/18)  
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6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS 

 
A. BOROUGH ATTORNEY 

1) REPORT RE STATUS OF ZBA DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT FOR CRIMMINS,  
BLOCK 1203/LOT 5, 49 JOHN STREET AND BLOCK 1202/LOT 7, 40 JOHN STREET  
(2. M.L. 1/25/18) – No report. 

2) REPORT RE STATUS OF ZBA DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT FOR WIGGERS,  
BLOCK 1203/LOTS 1, 2, 3 & 4, 51 & 63 JOHN STREET (14. M.L. 4/19/18) – No report. 

3) REPORT – Borough Attorney thanked the Ordinance Committee for the time they have 
put into this and reported he circulated the draft personnel ordinance as an Executive Summary for all to 
review because he did not feel it was fair to the entire Council to have something so extensive on an 
Agenda. He requests everyone review same over the next week or two and contact his office with any 
questions or concerns so he can get back to the Committee; and they can, hopefully, finalize it at their next 
meeting before placement on an Agenda for introduction. Most of the changes had to do with updates for 
compliance with State and Federal laws and the upcoming sick time Statute that is going into effect at the 
end of October; so we are ahead of the curve; and have plenty of time for any revisions. Because of the 
magnitude and extensiveness of the changes being made, he realized it would be overwhelming to 
understand it all which is why he made the Executive Summary.  

Mr. Rogan reminded they just spoke about the ROSI list. He wanted all to be aware than an issue 
came up that he has spoken about to the Borough Administrator and Borough Engineer pertaining to the 
North Parking Lot. They are looking into concerns voiced by businesses that front the North Parking Lot 
that other people are taking spaces. They looked at the easement agreements going back; and there are a 
guaranteed number of spaces for certain businesses; so they are trying to figure out where they are 
supposed to be and come up with a suggestion as to how to handle it. There appears to be non-Main Street 
businesses telling people to park back there; and they are taking up the parking for the legitimate owners of 
those properties. There are a lot of intermingling of lots and easement agreements; and he thinks they are 
right to some extent. In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, he said he would find out which businesses and 
report back rather than publicly say which ones are directing people to park there and confirm that is the 
case, then try to address it.  

At this time, Borough Attorney reported he had a Closed Session item that he sent information to 
the Council on regarding Mauro Squicciarini, who has a very small piece of property on Piermont Road 
right next to the Temple (Emanu-El) who has sued us with and without Jesse Rosenblum three (3) separate 
times. Mr. Squicciarini has filed another suit against the Borough of Closter as they were in front of the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment earlier this year and got denied six or seven variances to build on a 50 x 80 
lot; and, in addition, there are all kinds of environmental problems. Rather than appeal the Zoning Board 
decision, they are suing the Borough, the Zoning Board and Temple Emanu-El saying they are entitled to 
build as of right. He would like to have a Closed Session discussion on the matter prior to filing the answer.  

Mr. Rogan noted Councilwoman Amitai had requested some discussion on the marijuana 
ordinance. It was briefly discussed in an Ordinance Committee a while back and they had been working on 
a multitude of ordinances at that time; and they wanted to wait and see how the State law will pan out 
before discussing it further. He suggested if Ms. Amitai had comments or concerns that she direct them to 
the Ordinance Committee so they can be discussed.  

At this time, Borough Clerk questioned if the Borough Attorney had any comments on the Villa 
Milagro Vineyards notification (5. M.L. 7/26/18) and he informed he did not have a definitive answer yet 
but he would get back to her before the next meeting.  

 
B. BOROUGH ENGINEER – Mr. De Nicola informed he sent out his Quarterly Status Report this 
morning and provided brief updates on two (2) of the items below. 

1) STATUS REPORT RE SWIM CLUB PHASE II CONTAMINATION  
INVESTIGATION (Authorized RM 7/9/14) 

2) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING PB DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENT:  
 a. BLOCK 1607/LOT 1 & BLOCK 1310/LOT 2 (CLOSTER MARKETPLACE  
  (EBA) LLC AND CENTENNIAL AME ZION CHURCH) (Approved RM 4/22/15) 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – SEPTEMBER 12, 2018 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS (Continued) 

 
B. BOROUGH ENGINEER (Continued) 

  3) STATUS REPORT RE BOUNDARY AND TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY OF WEST  
  STREET BETWEEN WESTMINSTER AVE. & CLOSTER DOCK ROAD FOR AN  
  AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $7,600 (Approval Memorialized at RM 6/28/17)  

4) STATUS REPORT RE 2018 BOROUGH PAVING PROGRAM & NJ DEPARTMENT  
  OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE HOMANS AVENUE (SECTION 5) PROJECT  
  (MA-208-Homans Avenue (Section 5) – 00020) Approved RM 9/13/17 - Notification of  
  Award in the amount of $220,000 rec’d 5. M.L. 3/1/18/Notice to Bidders published in The  

Record on 5/24/18 - Bid Opening held 6/8/18 @ 11:30 a.m./Contract awarded RM 6/13/18 
to D&L Paving Construction in the Base Bid amount of $549,452.20 

5) STATUS REPORT RE EMERGENCY REPAIRS TO BE MADE AT DWARSKILL  
  BRIDGE ON BLANCH AVENUE ALONG THE NORWOOD BORDER (Old Business -
  WS 5/23/18) - Mr. DeNicola advised this project has not progressed at all. He has e-mailed 
the Norwood Engineer once again with no response; and they are really dragging their feet; and they are 
going to drag us down with them. There’s going to be a problem eventually whether it’s now or in the 
future. Everyone is going to be looking at us and Norwood and asking what did we do because we knew the 
bridge was a problem. He feels we have to do something whether it is on our own or put something in 
writing to Norwood but we need to do something to protect ourselves. Borough Attorney affirmed we 
should put something in writing. The Borough Engineer recalled he and the Mayor spoke to the Mayor of 
Norwood and their Engineer on a conference call back in June. In answer to Mr. Rogan, he said he thinks 
we should write to the Mayor and Council of Norwood and let them follow through on it. This project was 
supposed to be completed within 30 days of notification of the problem. He explained that when the 
County was going to start the project on Harrington Avenue and Knickerbocker Road by the Exxon station 
there, they were going to detour traffic over that bridge; and he called the County to ask them of the status 
of the Blanch Avenue Bridge. He requested a copy of the inspection report and that’s when he was 
informed that there was a report from 2014 informing of the emergency status of it and it was addressed to 
Norwood; and they did nothing about it. He reminded this bridge is owned jointly by Closter and Norwood 
in half because it’s over a stream. During the conference call, Norwood had said since the report was 
several years old, we should have it re-inspected; and they got a quote from some other firm for it and 
nothing ever happened. The ballpark figure is about $50,000. He sends emails requesting updates and never 
gets a response. Mr. DeNicola reiterated that the State requires the bridge to be repaired within 30 days of 
notification as it is a Priority One status; and we are now 3 years and 30 days past that. Mayor Glidden said 
we will get a letter out to them right away.    

6) REPORT RE MS4 STORMWATER OUTFALL MAPPING (Authorized RM 8/22/18) 
 7) REPORT – Borough Engineer provided an update on the below item: 
  a. STATUS REPORT RE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER COMPOST FACILITY  
   RECERTIFICATION (Authorized RM 6/22/16) – He Spoke to Scott Howard 
today and apparently the State has withdrawn their ability to regulate the compost facilities; so we don’t 
have to worry about having it recertified – it will remain as it is. This project can be removed from future 
status reports. 
 

7. REPORTS 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR 
 1) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING INSURANCE MATTER(S): 

 a. Mail List requests re Insurance:  Borough Administrator informed he received the 
paperwork today for the Braking Aids event to take place on 9/16/18. 

  1) Chabad of Closter (5. M.L. 7/19/18): Request for permission to set up a 
Menorah in front of the Closter Borough Hall for the duration of the holiday from 12/2/18 
through 12/9/18 AND arrange a Menorah Lighting event in front of Borough Hall, with 
entertainment and refreshments, on 12/9/18 @5:00p.m.; No Certificate of Insurance or 
Hold Harmless Agreement enclosed! – Mr. Dolson informed we have not received this yet. 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – SEPTEMBER 12, 2018 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR (Continued) 
2) STATUS REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2020 CENSUS – Borough Administrator 

informed the completed information was sent back to the federal government; and this is over until they 
start going through town visiting people. 

3) STATUS REPORT RE 2017 AUDIT REPORT AND CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN  
 (7. M.L. 7/19/18/RM 8/22/18) – Mr. Dolson reported the Corrective Action Plan was 

discussed with the Chief Financial Officer at the prior meeting and he asked the Borough Clerk if it was 
filed with the State. Ms. Castano advised that is not her responsibility to follow through with that; it is the 
Chief Financial Officer’s responsibility. She said we will keep this item on his Agenda until we receive 
confirmation same has been sent.  

4) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING CONTRACTS: Borough Administrator reported on 
the following items:  

 a. SHARED SERVICES: 
  1) COUNTY OF BERGEN for SHORT TERM RENTAL OF COUNTY  

    OWNED STREET SWEEPER (Approved RM 8/22/18) – The contracts 
were sent to the County and we are waiting for them to come back. 

  2) COUNTY OF BERGEN for THE SHORT TERM EMERGENCY  
    SHARING OF FIRE APPARATUS (Approved RM 8/22/18) – The 
contracts were sent to the County and we are waiting for them to come back. 

 b. COOPERATIVE PURCHASING MEMBERSHIPS: 
  1) NATIONAL COOPERATIVE PURCHASING ALLIANCE (Approved  

    RM 4/25/18) – We joined for the purposes of obtaining art supplies for the 
full-time Summer Rec Camp and it has been completed; so it can be removed from the list.  

 c. MISCELLANEOUS: 
  1) SECTION 457 DEFERRED COMPENSATION PLAN WITH LINCOLN 

    RETIREMENT SERVICES, LLC (Revised Plan 92-PD-Lincoln-121316) 
    Approved RM 6/27/18 – This pertained to federal changes in insurance 
policy and we had to do the appropriate acceptance approval which has been completed and can be 
removed from the list. Ms. Castano asked for a copy of the contract, if there is one, as she is required to 
keep same and he agreed to do so. 

5) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING GRANTS: 
a. FILED 
 1. NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ~ GREEN  

COMMUNITIES PROGRAM 2017 GREEN COMMUNITIES GRANT, SUBSEQUENT 
  COMMUNITY FORESTRY MANAGEMENT FIVE YEAR PLAN, COMMUNITY  
  FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, FOR AN AMOUNT NOT LESS THAN  
  $3,000 AND NOT MORE THAN $3,000, BOROUGH AGREES TO MATCH $3,000 OF 
  THE TOTAL PROJECT AMOUNT, IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE MATCH   
  REQUIREMENT OF THE AGREEMENT; AVAILABILITY OF THE MATCH  
  WHETHER CASH, SERVICES OR PROPERTY IS HEREBY CERTIFIED 50% OF THE 
  MATCH TO MADE UP OF IN- KIND SERVICES (RM 2/22/17) – Mr. Dolson reported 
this has been processed and we are waiting for formal approval. 

2. THE NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION LOCAL FREIGHT  
  IMPACT FUND GRANT FOR THE CLOSTER BOROUGH PROJECT APPLICATION: 
  LFIF-2018-RAILROAD AVENUE-00068 (Approved RM 12/13/17) – Borough 
Administrator reminded this was discussed earlier; and we were not awarded grant monies this year, so it 
can be removed from the Agenda. 

3. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND MATCHING GRANT FOR  
  THE RUCKMAN PARK WALKING PATH LIGHTING PROJECT PHASE II IN THE  
  AMOUNT OF $29,532.00 (Authorized RM 6/28/17) – Mr. Dolson received a  letter 
informing the request for $29,532.00 was accepted and we now have to wait for a formal agreement. We 
have to do it backwards where the work is performed and then we submit for reimbursement from the 
County. 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – SEPTEMBER 12, 2018 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR (Continued) 
 5) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING GRANTS: (Continued) 
b. AWARDED - To be announced by Administrator 

1. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION IN  
THE AMOUNT OF $9,000.00 FOR SENIOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR  

  THE SENIOR AND DISABLED POPULATION IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER  
  (RM 9/28/16) Notification of Award in the amount of $2,500 rec’d 5. M.L. 11/9/17 – 
Borough Administrator informed this grant is completed and can be removed from future Agendas. 

2. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION IN 
  THE AMOUNT OF $9,000.00 FOR THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO ENTER INTO 
  AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF HAWORTH AS LEAD 
  AGENCY FOR SENIOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR THE SENIOR AND  
  DISABLED POPULATION IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (RM 9/28/16)    
  Notification of Award in the amount of $2,500 rec’d 5. M.L. 11/9/17 – Borough 
Administrator informed this grant is completed and can be removed from future Agendas. 

3. 2018 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT IN THE   
  AMOUNT OF $4,500.00 FOR THE SENIOR CENTER TO ENHANCE THE QUALITY 
  OF PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO THE SENIOR POPULATION IN THE   
  BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (Authorized RM 5/23/18) Notification of Award in the amount 
  of $3,211 rec’d 5. M.L. 11/9/17 – Mr. Dolson informed this grant was still ongoing as there 
is a payment procedure to follow using the Lead Agency for reimbursement. 

4. NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION HAZARDOUS 
  DISCHARGE SITE REMEDIATION FUND GRANT FOR CLOSTER SWIM CLUB,   
  BLOCK 1805, Lot 1 (Application #P44873 in the amount of $66,800.00) – Borough 
Administrator reminded this Resolution is on the Agenda this evening to accept the grant money and the 
paperwork is being prepared. 

 c. TO BE FILED - To be announced by Administrator 
 6) REPORT - At this time, Councilwoman Chung requested an update on the traffic 

light. Borough Engineer informed it is in the County’s hands as the Mayor and Council wrote a request to 
the County and now they have to do some paperwork and document its need, including a traffic count and 
make the determination of need. He said that the County is slower than molasses and the Mayor said it will 
be quite some time before we receive a response. Mr. Dolson reminded of the current traffic congestion; 
and suggested the road probably needs to be widened like the rest of the road, which would include the 
acquisition of property and will likely never happen. 

 
Borough Engineer reported the County is doing the ADA Handicapped Ramp installation project; 

and said that as part of that program, they will be installing a concrete island temporarily at the intersection 
of Vervalen Street and Piermont Road until such time as the intersection gets redone. Again, this was 
supposed to be completed two years ago but the County moves really slow. He explained it is a refuge area 
for pedestrians crossing so they have somewhere to feel safe while crossing and should probably 
commence the first week in October. 

 
B. BOROUGH CLERK 

1) STATUS REPORT RE 2018 APPOINTMENTS – Borough Clerk reported open 
appointment are being maintained on the Regular Meeting Agenda.   

2) STATUS REPORT RE 2018 OATHS OF OFFICE – Ms. Castano reported Oaths of Office 
are current. 

3) STATUS REPORT RE 2018 LICENSES – Borough Clerk reported Borough Licenses are 
current. Regarding Liquor Licenses, renewals have been obtained for all but two (2) Licensees who still 
require Ad Interim permits and we will have Resolutions approving same at the next meeting for Cinemex 
until such time as a tax clearance certificate is received and Gary’s Wine until approval is received from the 
Police Department of the financials regarding the change in corporate structure.    
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – SEPTEMBER 12, 2018 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

B. BOROUGH CLERK (Continued) 
4) STATUS REPORT RE 2018 MEETING DATES – Ms. Castano reported Meeting Dates 

are current.     
5) REPORT RE ELECTIONS – Borough Clerk reported she sent approval of the Vote by 

Mail Ballot to the County Clerk/Elections Division by the deadline of 9/11/18. 
6) STATUS REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR LEAGUE CONFERENCE TO  
 BE HELD IN A.C. FROM 11/13/18 to 11/15/18 – Ms. Castano reported we finally were able to 

make the accommodations for the Borgata for three council persons as well as pre-registration for all attendees.  
Information is coming in regarding separate payment for attendance at special functions which she distributed 
via e-mail earlier this evening. 

7) REPORT – Borough Clerk reported Governor Murphy signed S-647, which permits 
registered voters to receive mail-in ballots automatically for all elections under certain conditions. (3aIaiv 
M.L. 8/23/18 - P.L. 2018, c. 62: From Weekly Update). The County Clerk would provide the voter who 
chooses to use a mail-in ballot for all future election a ballot application until the voter requests, in writing 
that they no longer wish to be sent a mail-in ballot.  

Ms. Castano reported another law was adopted pertaining to Elections that will not be happily 
received by the Board Workers.  On August 24, Governor Murphy signed into law A-3463/S-1957, which 
requires district boards of election to report every two hours the number of voters who have voted at each 
precinct, and authorizes challengers to request reported count.   

At this time, Borough Clerk questioned if approval needed to be given to a previous Mail List item 
requested by the Environmental Commission: 9. M.L. 8/9/18, Received 08/09/18, dated 08/9/18 from  The 
Closter Environmental Commission to Loretta Castano; C:  Paul MacDonald, John Glidden, Leslie 
Weatherly re Request for permission to hold 11th Annual MacBain Farm Fest – tentative date 10/13/18, rain 
date 10/14/18 ; dates to be confirmed after their meeting of 8/9/18: additional request for increase in budget 
in an amount  “not to exceed $1200”. Borough Attorney advised approval should be given; and asked if 
there were specific times. Ms. Castano informed the Mail List item did not indicate a time and the Mayor 
said it starts at 3 p.m. She said she would find out from the Chairperson the times of the event and the 
Borough Attorney said he would have a Resolution for the next meeting. 

At this time, Ms. Castano informed her office has not been receiving a Fire Chief Report and asked 
Councilwoman Chung if she was aware as the last report we received was last year. Mrs. Chung reported 
she receives one at every meeting and said she assumed the Borough Clerk was getting a copy. 
Councilwoman Latner said when she was Liaison she would always provide her copy to the Borough 
Clerk’s office. Mrs. Chung said she has all of the reports and would scan same to send to Ms. Castano; and 
the Borough Clerk thanked her for same. 

 
 C.         CHIEF OF POLICE 

 1) REPORT – Chief Kaine informed he sent the Department Monthly Report yesterday. He 
reported there was a fatal accident involving a motorcycle on Herbert Avenue. The motorcycle was 
traveling southbound in the wrong lane and an SUV was traveling northbound. The SUV went to turn into a 
residence driveway and the motorcycle crashed into the SUV. Bergen County Fatal Team came out and 
investigated. The victim was a 23 year old male from Northvale. 
 
 The following week one of the patrol vehicles noticed a suspicious vehicle on Homans Avenue and 
activated his lights which caused the vehicle to flee. They headed westbound on Homans Avenue and as 
Homans Avenue ends at Herbert Avenue, the car crashed into the railroad tracks. Five (5) occupants bailed 
out of the car, one was arrested. There were two reported stolen cars in Closter, one from Norwood and one 
from Demarest, which the four (4) other occupants had stolen. One party is currently in Bergen County Jail.  
Once again, the Chief reminded everyone to lock their vehicles and take the keys and fobs out. There are a 
lot of repeat offenders who leave their fobs in their cars. 
 
 Chief Kaine reported a successful Labor Day Event with the exception of the heat for some 
attendees. He said the Polaris debuted and it was a lot easier to drop off and pick up the cones and no 
parking signs, so it worked out great.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
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7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

C.         CHIEF OF POLICE (Continued) 
 
 School is open so there are the normal issues at Hillside School with new parents; so it will take a 
few weeks to get them on schedule and then they will issue warnings after a certain point. Some families 
are carpooling which works out better. Councilwoman Chung informed there were three turkeys in front of 
the school this morning causing more traffic because they kept crossing the road. Councilwoman Amitai 
informed she brought her grandchildren for a tour of the Police Department and commended the Chief on 
his outstanding crew.  
 
 Chief Kaine reported they ordered the new cross match laptop for fingerprints which they will use 
at the Spring Fair to show the children how they take them digitally.  
  
 Councilwoman Chung asked how it was going with the newest members of the force. The Chief 
reported they were out for Labor Day and they are in the Academy and aren’t happy about waking up at 
3:30 a.m. to go there; but he has had no complaints from the Academy, so it’s going well. 

 
D.         MAYOR  
 1) REPORT – Mayor Glidden was pleased to report that Labor Day was a great success even 
though it was not as well attended as it could have been, likely because of the heat. There were a lot of 
volunteers and he thanked them all for their service. 
 The 9/11 Memorial service on Tuesday was good; and he thanked the Fire Department and all of 
their Volunteers for putting it together. 
 The Road Program was successfully completed before school started and he thanked all involved in 
making it happen. 
 Upcoming events include the Joey’s Fund Annual Charity Car Show on Saturday, 9/29/18; St. 
Mary’s Oktoberfest is Sunday, 9/30/18, from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. The Food Truck Event will be this Sunday 
starting at 11 a.m.; and any money made will be donated to charity; and it is a lot of fun.  It will be located at 
the Closter Commons in front of The Barn with the food trucks in the parking lot. 
 

8. OLD BUSINESS    
 

 Councilwoman Chung referred to commercial sign ordinance enforcement and Borough 
Administrator cited the sign installed on the island in the commercial zone for the psychic reader without 
permission. Councilwoman Chung supported getting permits for sign installations and that enforcement of 
the ordinance must be improved. Borough Administrator said technically it is a zoning issue allowing the 
sign to be placed for 30 days.  The Borough Attorney advised that political and religious signs should be 
put aside for later discussion and Mayor Glidden confirmed with him that it was advertisements.  Ms. 
Chung agreed it was advertisement for festivals, businesses and special events.  Mr. Rogan said we have 
deviated from what was done years ago. He said this should be reviewed as to what signs are allowed and 
which signs must come before the Building Department. He said there should be consistent 
enforcement/not selective enforcement. Borough Clerk said there should be a procedure in place and signs 
should only be placed after approval has been granted by the appropriate body. Councilwoman Amitai 
referred to the permanent signs in Heidenberg Plaza which are placed above the stores noting they should 
be discussed.  
 
 Borough Administrator referred to advertisement for the Mac Bain Farm Harvest Festival which he 
explained would be done electronically at a cost savings and was generated in his office by Leslie 
Weatherly.  
 
 Councilwoman Amitai referred to marijuana legalization article on North Jersey.com relative to 
ordinances being adopted by a number of municipalities banning the legalization. Councilman Devlin 
recommended that the Borough wait until we have the State law before any action is taken; and Borough 
Attorney said the legislation is being discussed and many versions have been offered.  
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 Councilman Devlin addressed the personnel ordinance which had been distributed and noted the 
blank spots such as for cash out of unpaid absences; and he asked that the Council review same. He said 
there is approximately $1.4M in liability for unpaid absences; and while you want to be fair to employees 
and while the State law indicates the necessity of a disability plan for private employers, public employers 
are not required to do that. Closter has the plan through contracts with the DPW and the Police Department.  
 
 Councilwoman Amitai reminded that the Historic Commission asked that the MacBain Farm 
House be designated; and the Planning Board will not discuss same unless the Mayor and Council asks the 
Borough Clerk to send a formal request. Councilman Yammarino questioned if the designation would 
preclude the installation of modern amenities in the house; and Councilwoman Amitai suggested that the 
Historic Preservation Commission be asked to attend a meeting to advise about the implications of 
designation. She said, from her understanding, the designation only applies to the outside of the house; and 
Mayor Glidden noted that any changes to the structure would need the approval of the Historic Preservation 
Commission, which may place encumbrances on the Borough. He said some structures need the 
designation because they are historical; and he was adamant about not designating the Village School 
because it would hamstring us on what we wish to do there.  Borough Attorney said the construction of the 
pergola on the property may be affected depending on the scope of the designation. There could be a 
restriction if the designation was for the property; and any improvement would have to be approved by the 
Historic Commission. 
 

9. NEW BUSINESS  
 
10. OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER PER NJSA 10:4-12(A) (SUBJECT TO A 

5-MINUTE LIMIT PER GENERAL RULE NUMBER 11) EXCEPT FOR ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR 
PUBLIC HEARING AT THE REGULAR MEETING 

 
  Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden 

closed the meeting to the public.  
 
11. DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS, IF APPROPRIATE 
 
12. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
 
13. ADJOURNMENT 
 

 Motion to adjourn the Work Session at 9:30 p.m. was made by Councilman Yammarino, seconded 
by Councilwoman Latner and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden. 
 
        Provided to the Mayor and Council  
        on September 20, 2018 for approval at  
        the Regular Meeting to be held  
        September 26, 2018 
 
 
        ____________________________ 

Loretta Castano, RMC 
        Borough Clerk  
Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC      
and Arlene Marie Gray, RMC, utilizing          
recording and the Borough Clerk’s   
notes    
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held September 26, 2018 

  Consent Agenda Item No. 19b 
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	4. NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION HAZARDOUS   DISCHARGE SITE REMEDIATION FUND GRANT FOR CLOSTER SWIM CLUB,     BLOCK 1805, Lot 1 (Application #P44873 in the amount of $66,800.00) – Borough Administrator reminded this Resolution is o...
	6) REPORT - At this time, Councilwoman Chung requested an update on the traffic light. Borough Engineer informed it is in the County’s hands as the Mayor and Council wrote a request to the County and now they have to do some paperwork and document it...
	Borough Engineer reported the County is doing the ADA Handicapped Ramp installation project; and said that as part of that program, they will be installing a concrete island temporarily at the intersection of Vervalen Street and Piermont Road until su...
	1) REPORT – Mayor Glidden was pleased to report that Labor Day was a great success even though it was not as well attended as it could have been, likely because of the heat. There were a lot of volunteers and he thanked them all for their service.
	The 9/11 Memorial service on Tuesday was good; and he thanked the Fire Department and all of their Volunteers for putting it together.
	The Road Program was successfully completed before school started and he thanked all involved in making it happen.
	Upcoming events include the Joey’s Fund Annual Charity Car Show on Saturday, 9/29/18; St. Mary’s Oktoberfest is Sunday, 9/30/18, from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. The Food Truck Event will be this Sunday starting at 11 a.m.; and any money made will be donated to...


