
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – OCTOBER 11, 2017 - 7:30 P.M 
 
 Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 8:23 p.m. 
 

1.        PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT  
 
 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and The 
Star Ledger on January 9, 2017, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available 
to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.  

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
 The following persons were present: 
  Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
  Councilpersons David Barad, Alissa Latner, Robert Di Dio, Joseph Yammarino 
    Jannie Chung and Victoria Amitai 
  Borough Administrator, Arthur Braun Dolson  
  Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
  Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
  Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
  Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine 
 
3. MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S) 
 
4. MAYORAL APPOINTMENT(S) TO THE FOLLOWING BOARDS/COMMISSIONS: 

OFFICE 
 

INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Environmental Commission    

Member/Shade Tree 
Liaison 

Brian Stabile 
(Elected to Council) NO APPOINTMENT   

3 Years 
Unexp. 

(Stabile) 31-Dec-17 

Associate Member 
Arthur Goldberg 

(Dep. 3/6/17) NO APPOINTMENT   

1 Year 
Unexp. 

(Goldberg) 31-Dec-17 

Planning Board     

Class II/Rep. Gov’t 
of Closter 

Gary Montroy 
(Resigned) NO APPOINTMENT     

1 Year 
Unexp. 

(Montroy) 31-Dec-17 

Alternate No. 2 
Ansar Batool  

(Moved to Class IV RM 3/8/17) NO APPOINTMENT   

2 Years 
Unexp. 
(Batool) 31-Dec-17 

Shade Tree Commission     
Member/Environmental 

Commission Liaison 
Brian Stabile 

(Elected to Council) 
 

NO APPOINTMENT   5 Years  31-Dec-21 

Alternate No. 1 
Georgia Carey 

(Did not accept appointment) NO APPOINTMENT   

5 Years 
Unexp.  
(A. Ix) 31-Dec-17 

Alternate No. 2 
John Kashwick 

(Resigned eff. 5/25/17) Tsun Tam 

4 Years 
Unexp.  

(Kashwick) 31-Dec-19 
 
5a.  VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
 
   Motion approving the Consent Agenda minus item Nos. 6a and 22a was made by Councilman  
  Di Dio, seconded by Councilman Barad and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote 

of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  
  
  ORDINANCES 
 
6.  INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION –  
  11/8/17 @8:00 P.M. OR SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 
  a. ORDINANCE NO. 2017:1230,  “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF 

 REAL PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS “511 DURIE AVENUE” IN THE BOROUGH 
 OF CLOSTER” (Received from Borough Attorney 10/3/17) 
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  ORDINANCES  (Continued) 
 
6.  INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION –  
  11/8/17 @8:00 P.M. OR SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: (Continued) 

b. ORDINANCE NO. 2017:1231,  “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 
 ADOPTING REGULATIONS RESTRICTING THE PLANTING, GROWING OR 
 CULTIVATING OF BAMBOO” (Received from Borough Attorney 10/4/17) 
 
c. ORDINANCE NO. 2017:1232,  “AN ORDINANCE RESTRICTING THE SALE OF DOGS 
 AND CATS FROM PET SHOPS WITHIN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER” (Received from 
 Borough Attorney 10/4/17) 

 
  RESOLUTIONS 
 
7.  BILL RESOLUTION – OCTOBER 15, 2017 (Received from Deputy Treasurer 10/6/17) 
   
8.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO DEPOSIT INTO CURRENT FUND THE 

$900.00 TREE BOND ESCROW MONIES POSTED BY ROY & ZOE FREADMAN ON 3/15/13 FOR 
TREE LOCATED AT 256 PARSELLS LANE, BLOCK 2305, LOT 11.01 DUE TO REPORT 
RECEIVED FROM CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL – TREES STATING THAT THE TREE DID 
NOT SURVIVE CONSTRUCTION (Received from Deputy Treasurer 9/28/17) 

 
9.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN 

REMAINING ESCROW FUNDS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $4,176.12 TO THIRTY FIVE (35) 
NAMED APPLICANTS, VERIFIED BY THE LAND USE COORDINATORS FOR THE PLANNING 
BOARD AND LAND USE COORDINATOR FOR THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT DUE 
TO THE DETERMINATION OF THE BOROUGH ENGINEER THAT THE REQUIRED 
IMPROVEMENTS HAVE BEEN SATISFACTORILY COMPLETED AS REQUIRED BY CLOSTER 
CODE CH. 167, SOIL MOVEMENT (Received from Deputy Treasurer 9/28/17) 

 
10.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN CLOSTER 

POLICE DEPARTMENT LIQUOR LICENSE REVIEW ESCROW FEES  IN  THE AMOUNT OF 
$505.00 TO S AND R CLOSTER LLC, FOR BLOCK 308, LOT 2, 252 SCHRAALENBURGH ROAD 
(Received from Deputy Treasurer 9/28/17) 

 
11.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN 

REMAINING ESCROW FUNDS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $4,632.86 TO THIRTY EIGHT (38) 
NAMED APPLICANTS VERIFIED BY LAND USE COORDINATORS FOR THE PLANNING 
BOARD AND ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT, DUE TO THE DETERMINATION OF THE 
BOROUGH ENGINEER THAT THE REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS HAVE BEEN 
SATISFACTORILY COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH CLOSTER CODE CHAPTER 108, 
ARTICLE II, ZERO INCREASE IN STORM-WATER RUNOFF (Received from Deputy Treasurer 
9/28/17) 

 
12.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN 

REMAINING NEW CONSTRUCTION REVIEW ESCROW FUNDS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF 
$2,596.74 TO SIX (6) NAMED APPLICANTS FOR SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF ALL 
REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS, PER BOROUGH ENGINEER’S DETERMINATION; AND ALL 
FEES DUE FOR SERVICES RENDERED HAVE BEEN RECEIVED, ACCOUNTS VERIFIED BY 
LAND USE COORDINATOR FOR THE PLANNING BOARD AND ZONING BOARD OF 
ADJUSTMENT (Received from Deputy Treasurer 9/28/17) 

 
13. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS/PARKS DEPARTMENT 

TO CONDUCT THE ABATEMENT OF NUISANCES AND CHARGES TO BE ASSESSED AND 
LEVIED UPON THE AFFECTED PROPERTIES FOR THE FOLLOWING CERTIFIED COSTS:  
7 ROSE COURT, BLOCK 1405, LOT 1 - $500.00 AND 60 ANDERSON AVENUE, BLOCK 2011, 
LOT 3 - $3,220.00 (Received from Administrator’s Office 10/4/17)   

 
14. RESOLUTION REQUESTING APPROVAL OF ITEM OF REVENUE AND APPROPRIATION 

UNDER N.J.S.A. 40A: 4-87 FOR “2017 BODY ARMOR GRANT” IN THE AMOUNT OF $2,106.90 
(Received from Assistant CFO 10/5/17) 

 
15. RESOLUTION EXPRESSING OPPOSITION TO LEGISLATIVE PROPOSALS REGARDING THE 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT AND OPEN PUBLIC RECORDS ACT (Discussed at WS 
9/27/17/Received from Borough Attorney 10/5/17) 

 
16.  AT APPROXIMATELY 8:45 P.M. - OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION 

AUTHORIZING THE GOVERNING BODY PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 TO EXCLUDE THE 
PUBLIC FROM THE NEXT POPRTION OF THIS MEETING IN ORDER TO PERMIT THE 
GOVERNING BODY TO DISCUSS PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(8) “A MATTER INVOLVING PUBLIC  
EMPLOYEES” (Rice Notice mailed by Borough Attorney via certified mail return receipt on 9/29/17) 
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5a.  VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS (Continued) 
 
  RESOLUTIONS (Continued) 
 
16a. APPROVING RENEWAL OF INACTIVE/POCKET LICENSE SUBJECT TO 12.39 SPECIAL RULING 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL FOR THE 
2017-2018 LICENSE TERM FOR PIERMONT ROAD LIQUOR, LLC, PLENARY RETAIL 
CONSUMPTION LICENSE NO. 0207-33-006-009 (Special Ruling issued 10/6/17 for one term) 
 

16b. RESOLUTION RELEASING PORTIONS OF CLOSED SESSION MINUTES FROM 2016 AND 2017; 
SPECIFICALLY DECEMBER 28, 2016; JANUARY 25, 2017 AND FEBRUARY 8, 2017 (Approved by 
Borough Attorney 10/10/17) 

 
  MOTIONS 
 
17. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING SALARIED APPOINTMENT(S) NOT MADE AT THE  
 REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/3/17:  

OFFICE 
 

INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 
Planner to Implement 
Portions of the 2008 
Master Plan 

Caroline Reiter P.P., AICP                    
Christopher P. Statile, PA NO APPOINTMENT   1 Year 31-Dec-17 

 
18.        MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS NOT MADE AT  
        THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/3/17: 

 
OFFICE 

 
INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Board of Health 
 

 

Alternate No. 2 Vacant NO APPOINTMENT   

2 Years 
Unexp. 

(Vacant) 31-Dec-17 
 
19.  MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENT(S):  

OFFICE 
 

INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Historian 
Arthur Goldberg 

(Dep. 3/6/17) NO APPOINTMENT   

1 Year 
Unexp. 

(Goldberg) 31-Dec-17 
 
20. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES (Distributed 10/5/17)  
 NO ABSTENTIONS 
 

a. REGULAR MEETING HELD  SEPTEMBER 27, 2017 
b. WORK SESSION HELD  SEPTEMBER 27, 2017  

 
21.        MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR LUBAVITCH ON THE PALISADES TO SET UP A 

MENORAH IN FRONT OF CLOSTER BOROUGH HALL FOR THE DURATION OF THE 
CHANUKAH HOLIDAY FROM 12/12/17 THROUGH 12/20/17; AND ARRANGE A MENORAH 
LIGHTING EVENT IN FRONT OF BOROUGH HALL WITH ENTERTAINMENT AND 
REFRESHMENTS, ON MONDAY, 12/18/17, @ 7 P.M. (Approval received from Risk Management 
Consultant 9/27/17)  MEMORIALIZING RESOLUTION TO BE PREPARED BY THE BOROUGH 
ATTORNEY FOR THE REGULAR MEETING TO BE HELD 10/25/17) 
 

22. MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO IMPOSE A 9:00 P.M. 
CURFEW ON CABBAGE NIGHT, MONDAY, 10/30/17, AND HALLOWEEN, TUESDAY, 10/31/17 
(Requested by Chief of Police 10/5/17) 

 
22a. MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR PALISADES COUNTRY DAY CAMP TO PLACE 18” X 

24” LAWN SIGNS ON BOROUGH RIGHTS-OF-WAY AROUND TOWN AT SIX (6) LISTED 
INTERSECTIONS FROM 10/16/17 TO 10/31/17 TO INFORM RESIDENTS OF FAMILY FALL 
FESTIVAL AND OPEN HOUSE TO BE HELD AT 138 HERBERT AVENUE ON SATURDAY, 
10/28/17, FROM 10 A.M. TO 1 P.M. (Sign permit obtained from Building Department 10/6/17/Approval 
received from Risk Management Consultant 10/10/17)  MEMORIALIZING RESOLUTION TO BE 
PREPARED BY THE BOROUGH ATTORNEY FOR THE REGULAR MEETING TO BE HELD 
10/25/17 

 
23.  REPORTS 
 

a. CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – SEPTEMBER 2017 (Received 10/3/17)  
b. FIRE CHIEF – SEPTEMBER 2017 (Received 10/4/17)  
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5b. VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
6.  INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION –  
  11/8/17 @8:00 P.M. OR SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 
  a. ORDINANCE NO. 2017:1230,  “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF 

 REAL PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS “511 DURIE AVENUE” IN THE BOROUGH 
 OF CLOSTER” (Received from Borough Attorney 10/3/17)  

 
   Councilman Barad cited the importance of this ordinance and recognized all of the work done by 

the Mayor and Council to make this happen. They are advocates for the public they represent and Mr. 
Watkins was an advocate for his client. This will be a benefit for the Borough in the long run. Mayor 
Glidden reiterated the Councilman’s comments and it is important for the residents to understand why we 
are undertaking this project. He will make sure there is an educational process for the public and a major 
write up would be included in the Mayor’s Newsletter and Web site.  

 
  Motion introducing Ordinance No. 2017:1230 was made by Councilwoman Amitai, seconded by 

Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of 
Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Yammarino, Chung and Amitai.  

 
22a.     MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR PALISADES COUNTRY DAY CAMP TO PLACE 18” X 24” 

LAWN SIGNS ON BOROUGH RIGHTS-OF-WAY AROUND TOWN AT SIX (6) LISTED 
INTERSECTIONS FROM 10/16/17 TO 10/31/17 TO INFORM RESIDENTS OF FAMILY FALL 
FESTIVAL AND OPEN HOUSE TO BE HELD AT 138 HERBERT AVENUE ON SATURDAY, 
10/28/17, FROM 10 A.M. TO 1 P.M. (Sign permit obtained from Building Department 10/6/17/Approval 
received from Risk Management Consultant 10/10/17) 
 
 In answer to Councilwoman Amitai, Mayor Glidden noted that both  Lindgren Nursery School 
and Palisades  Country Day School are for-profit organizations; and as to  the issue as to whether it is 
appropriate for a business to advertise on public property,  it is his understanding that the ordinances do 
not favor that. Councilman Barad noted that the organization functions as a school and should be treated 
as such; therefore, he would be in favor of allowing the signs to be posted. Borough Attorney said 
businesses typically are not allowed to post signs but Borough Code Chapter 173-83c defines temporary 
signs and they are subject to the issuance of a zoning permit, which apparently they have. The section 
provides that the signs must be removed within 40 days and that the following signs are exempt such as 
election signs, construction signs, municipal traffic signs, emergency signs, window signs, real estate 
signs and educational, charitable, religious, civic signs. The question is whether the organization is a 
private business or an educational entity. In answer to Councilman Di Dio, Borough Attorney said the 
ordinance does not define educational and the Council has the discretion this evening to decide for 
purposes of approving the signs. If it were a charitable organization, the Council could ask for the tax 
exempt certificate.  In answer to Councilwoman Latner, Borough Attorney noted that approval for fund 
raising signs for pre-schools have never been approved. Councilman Barad noted that a banner was 
approved for St. Paul’s Church as a charitable institution.  

 
  Motion of approval was made by Councilwoman Amitai, seconded by Councilman Barad and 

declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, 
Yammarino, Chung and Amitai. Councilman Di Dio voted no.  

 
  Borough Attorney advised that a resolution would be prepared for the next meeting.  
 
24.      OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11) 
 
   Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden 

closed the meeting to the public.  
 
25.  ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
25a.   Motion approving the following Closed Session Resolution at 8:43 p.m. was made by 

Councilwoman Latner, seconded by Councilman Di Dio and declared carried by Mayor Glidden 
upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Yammarino, Chung and 
Amitai.  

 
  OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant 

to N.J.S.A 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of this meeting in order to permit the 
governing body to discuss per N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(8) “a matter involving public employees”(3 matters); 
and that the items under discussion in the closed meeting will be disclosed to the public at the conclusion 
of the matters which should be within 4-7 weeks. 

 
   Mayor Glidden resumed the Regular Meeting at 9:55 p.m.  
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26.  ADJOURNMENT   
 
   Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:55 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner, 

seconded by Councilwoman Jannie Chung and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
         Provided to the Mayor and Council on  
         October 19, 2017 for approval at the  
         Regular Meeting to be held  
         October 25, 2017 
 
 
         _______________________________ 
         Loretta Castano, RMC 
         Borough Clerk 

Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke RMC 
utilizing recording and Borough Clerk’s  
notes 
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held October 25, 2017 
Consent Agenda Item No. 24a. 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
WORK SESSION NOTES – OCTOBER 11, 2017 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
 The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Work Session on Wednesday,  
October 11, 2017. Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m. 
 

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
 Mayor Glidden invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
2. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New 
Jersey, was included in the Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and the Star Ledger on 
January 9, 2017, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained continuously posted as 
the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public 
and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.  
 

3. ROLL CALL 
 

The following persons were present: 
Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
Councilpersons David Barad, Alissa Latner, Robert Di Dio, Joseph Yammarino,  
  Jannie Chung (8:12 p.m.) and Victoria Amitai 
Borough Administrator, Arthur Braun Dolson 
Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine 
 

4. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 

a. MAIL LIST OF SEPTEMBER 28, 2017 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished 
to address any matter or provide any comments. Item No. 4. was removed by Borough Administrator; Item Nos. 
5 and 8 were removed by Councilman Barad; Item No. 10 was removed by Borough Engineer.  
 
Item No. 4: Received 09/26/17 hand del’d, Dated 09/26/17, from Rabbi Mordechai Shain, Executive Director, 
Lubavitch on the Palisades re REVISED Request for permission to set up a Menorah in front of the Closter 
Borough Hall for the duration of the holiday from 12/12/17 through 12/20/17 AND arrange a Menorah Lighting 
event in front of Borough Hall, with entertainment and refreshments, on Monday, 12/18/17 @7:00p.m. “We 
anticipate there the participation of local personalities to help with the celebration and the lighting, which will 
involve widespread media coverage”; (Copy to Risk Management Consultant, Chief Kaine, William Dahle, III) 
Distributed 9/22/17 
 Borough Administrator wanted to confirm with the Council that the Menorah Lighting Ceremony was 
rescheduled to Monday, December 18th in front of Borough Hall and Mayor Glidden said it is a fun event. 
 
Item No. 5: Received 09/27/17, Dated 09/27/17, from Allison R. Saabye, City of Hackensack, City Clerk’s 
Office, to Bergen County Municipal Clerks re Certified copies of Resolutions adopted 9/26/17 re: a. Opposition 
to the New Rules Regarding Employee Compensation Disclosure Proposed by the Local Finance Board; b. 
Expressing Opposition to Legislative Proposals Regarding S-1045 OPMA and S-1046 OPRA 
 
Item No. 8: Received 09/28/17, Dated 09/28/17, from Terry Hartmann, Administrative Assistant, Borough of 
New Milford, to Bergen County Municipal Clerks re Certified copies of Resolutions adopted 9/25/17 re: a. 
Expressing Opposition to Legislative Proposals Regarding S-1045 OPMA and S-1046 OPRA; b. Opposition to 
the New Rules Regarding Employee Compensation Disclosure Proposed by the Local Finance Board 
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 Councilman Barad discussed Items Nos. 5 and 8 regarding the publishing of salaries and noted we have 
a Resolution addressing the OPRA issues and wanted to clarify if this was a separate issue. Borough Attorney 
affirmed this is not part of the OPRA/OPMA legislation and explained these Resolutions oppose proposed new 
rules to the New Jersey Administrative Code which would require towns to have public meetings before 
formalizing any contracts. We can see from all of the ones we’ve received so far that the concern is that this 
requirement will possibly delay and interfere with contracts and negotiations where a committee may have first-
hand knowledge and open it up to public discussion and possibly delay those contracts even further. It would be 
an added impediment for towns trying to finalize agreements. Mr. Rogan said this is something the Council may 
want to consider because by definition negotiations have to occur in private up to a certain point and historically, 
the Governing Body and the Collective Bargaining Unit come to an agreement and then the contract comes to 
the full Council for a vote with a Resolution. This would stop that and open it up to public comment which could 
potentially undo the deal. Councilman Barad voiced his opinion that while he is all for transparent government, 
he feels this legislation would hobble the activities enough to not get anything done, so he would support a 
Resolution opposing same. Mayor Glidden agreed with Dr. Barad and Borough Attorney informed he would 
have a Resolution prepared for the next meeting. 
 
Item No. 10: Received 09/28/17, Dated 09/26/17, from Richard T. Hammer, Commissioner, New Jersey 
Department of Transportation (NJDOT), to Mayor; c:  Municipal Clerk, Municipal Engineer, County Clerk, 
County Engineer re Notification that applications will be accepted for the NJDOT FY2018 Local Freight Impact 
Fund, a new program through the Transportation Trust Fund (TTF); Separate applications for each project must 
be submitted on-line through SAGE on or before 12/19/17; Program descriptions and applications available at 
https://njsage.intelligrants.com/Login.aspx?APPTHEME=NJSAGE 
 Borough Engineer informed this is a new grant offered and administered by the NJDOT as a result of 
the gas tax passed last year. One of the requirements is a high volume of truck traffic; so as part of his proposal, 
he requested a traffic count on Railroad Avenue in the Industrial Zone where the freight line is abandoned and in 
deplorable condition and can barely be crossed with a truck or a car. The only issue is that we may not have a 
high enough truck traffic count, but it’s worth a try to see what happens. The application is due December 19th. 
 
b. MAIL LIST OF OCTOBER 5, 2017 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished to 
address any matter or provide any comments. Item No. 7 was removed by Councilman Barad. 
 
Item No. 7: Received 10/02/17, Dated 09/26/17, from Dana M. Burley, Clerk of the General Assembly of New 
Jersey, to Closter Borough Council re Copy of General Assembly Resolution No. 216 re encouraging NJ 
homeowners to plant native plants that support bee populations and create habitat for all pollinators (Copy to 
Environmental Commission) 
 Councilman Barad explained the Assembly passed a Resolution to encourage planting of native plants 
and he doesn’t think we need to do anything with it but wanted everyone to keep it in our minds in our gardens 
and encourage it. Councilwoman Amitai suggested putting it on our website. Mayor Glidden said he had no 
objection as long as it doesn’t resurrect the discussions of beekeeping at Mac Bain Farm. Dr. Barad said 
everyone loves flowers; and it would be good to encourage residents to keep this in mind to support natural 
habitats. Mayor Glidden asked Councilwoman Amitai to look into having same posted on the website. 

  
5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FROM REGULAR MEETING 
 (Refer to Regular Meeting Agenda of October 11, 2017) 

 
 Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished to discuss any item on the Consent Agenda. 
Councilwoman Amitai wished to discuss Item No. 6b; Borough Administrator wished to discuss Item Nos. 9 and 
11.  
 

        6.  INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION –  
  11/8/17 @8:00 P.M. OR SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 

 b. ORDINANCE NO. 2017:1231,  “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER   
 ADOPTING REGULATIONS RESTRICTING THE PLANTING, GROWING OR    
 CULTIVATING OF BAMBOO” (Received from Borough Attorney 10/4/17)  
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 Councilwoman Amitai asked that the public be informed of this ordinance by putting same on a 
checklist in the Building Department to avoid planting of bamboo. Councilman Barad noted that the ordinance 
provides for the planting of bamboo in a container or with metal obstruction in the ground to keep the roots from 
spreading. Even if the existing bamboo is grandfathered, the homeowner is still responsible for bamboo 
spreading to a neighbor’s property. The ordinance should reflect the creation of an administrative function in the 
Building Department; and a resident with bamboo should have a record as to when same was planted.   

 
9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING 

ESCROW FUNDS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $4,176.12 TO THIRTY FIVE (35) NAMED 
APPLICANTS, VERIFIED BY THE LAND USE COORDINATORS FOR THE PLANNING BOARD AND 
LAND USE COORDINATOR FOR THE ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT DUE TO THE 
DETERMINATION OF THE BOROUGH ENGINEER THAT THE REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS HAVE 
BEEN SATISFACTORILY COMPLETED AS REQUIRED BY CLOSTER CODE CH. 167, SOIL 
MOVEMENT (Received from Deputy Treasurer 9/28/17)  

 
11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING 

ESCROW FUNDS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $4,632.86 TO THIRTY EIGHT (38) NAMED 
APPLICANTS VERIFIED BY LAND USE COORDINATORS FOR THE PLANNING BOARD AND 
ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT, DUE TO THE DETERMINATION OF THE BOROUGH ENGINEER 
THAT THE REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS HAVE BEEN SATISFACTORILY COMPLETED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH CLOSTER CODE CHAPTER 108, ARTICLE II, ZERO INCREASE IN STORM-
WATER RUNOFF (Received from Deputy Treasurer 9/28/17) 

 
  Borough Administrator advised that Resolution Nos. 9 and 11 are the culmination, but not completely, 

of audit findings of overdue escrow accounts; and these have been investigated, refunded or closed. We have 
about the same number of escrow accounts remaining that must be reviewed. 

 
 At this time, Borough Clerk called attention to Addendum No. 1 which included addition of Resolution 
Nos. 16a and 16b and Motion No. 22a to the Consent Agenda. She explained that approval had been received 
from the Risk Management Consultant for Motion No. 22a in addition to obtaining a permit for the signs from 
the Building Department. Councilman Di Dio noted that this type of request has never been approved before and 
could set a precedent. Borough Attorney noted that a daycare may not be considered educational to allow for an 
exemption from the ordinance.  

 
16a. APPROVING RENEWAL OF INACTIVE/POCKET LICENSE SUBJECT TO 12.39 SPECIAL RULING 

FROM THE DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL FOR THE 2017-
2018 LICENSE TERM FOR PIERMONT ROAD LIQUOR, LLC, PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION 
LICENSE NO. 0207-33-006-009 (Special Ruling issued 10/6/17 for one term) 

 
16b. RESOLUTION RELEASING PORTIONS OF CLOSED SESSION MINUTES FROM 2016 AND 2017; 

SPECIFICALLY DECEMBER 28, 2016; JANUARY 25, 2017 AND FEBRUARY 8, 2017 (Approved by 
Borough Attorney 10/10/17) 

   
22a.       MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR PALISADES COUNTRY DAY CAMP TO PLACE 18” X 24” 

LAWN SIGNS ON BOROUGH RIGHTS-OF-WAY AROUND TOWN AT SIX (6) LISTED 
INTERSECTIONS FROM 10/16/17 TO 10/31/17 TO INFORM RESIDENTS OF FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL 
AND OPEN HOUSE TO BE HELD AT 138 HERBERT AVENUE ON SATURDAY, 10/28/17, FROM 10 
A.M. TO 1 P.M. (Sign permit obtained from Building Department 10/6/17/Approval received from Risk 
Management Consultant 10/10/17)        
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – OCTOBER 11, 2017 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS 
 

A. BOROUGH ATTORNEY 
 1) STATUS REPORT RE CONTRACT FOR THE PURCHASE OF MULTIPLE   
  CONDOMINIUM UNITS AT VILLAGE SCHOOL SITE (RM 11/24/14) – Borough Attorney 
reported there is the Introduction of an Ordinance on the Regular Meeting Agenda to purchase Village School 
which is required when any municipality purchases real property. He requests the Council authorize the Borough  
Administrator to schedule with Bond Counsel for the introduction of a Bond Ordinance to start getting those 
monies in place by the next meeting for introduction purposes. 
 Regarding COAH litigation, he has a conference with Judge Toskos, Fair Housing and the Intervenor’s 
Attorney a week from tomorrow and he will request the Court to enter an order to release the $900,000 so we 
can put the deposit down and start demolition and cleanup of the asbestos. The Mayor is going to schedule a 
Special COAH Committee meeting so we can finalize a proposal for an overall plan to be looked at by the 
Governing Body and the Planning Board to attempt to enter into a settlement agreement with Fair Housing. If 
that were to occur, that would leave just the Intervenor to challenge our plan. Mr. Rogan spoke to the Fair 
Housing’s Attorney last week and he still seemed to be on board with coming to an agreement instead of 
litigating it. 
 2) REPORT – Borough Attorney reported DPW negotiations are almost formalized as there were 
a couple of issues that had to be ironed out in terms of pay scale charts that get attached to the agreement. He 
believes we are pretty much resolved on DPW negotiations.  
 Mr. Rogan informed a few new lawsuits came in since the last meeting. Mr. Rosenblum filed another 
appeal for farmland assessments against the Miele and former Watkins properties, which hasn’t even been taxed 
as a farm for the last three years, but he filed nevertheless. We are before the Supreme Court on this issue and 
the Miele litigation was just filed. Miele’s attorney moved for a stay because the last few years of that litigation 
are still before the Appellate Division and nothing can move forward until that has been resolved. 
 Borough Attorney reported there are three ordinances for introduction this evening including bamboo 
and puppy mills. Tax Appeals are moving forward with 15 residential and 3 non-residential still pending. We are 
still holding up the Harrington Park/Haworth Senior Van Shared Service Agreement until there is a clear 
understanding in the contract what the financial obligation will be for the Borough. Will it be per person or some 
other formula; that is not clear; so we are holding off putting this on the Agenda for the Mayor’s signature. Mr. 
Rogan requested a Closed Session for several items including a matter involving personnel.  
 At this time, Councilwoman Amitai wished to clarify that the Rosenblum appeal against Watkins is for 
previous years and not anything current. Borough Attorney affirmed same. 
 
B. BOROUGH ENGINEER 

1) STATUS REPORT RE SWIM CLUB PHASE II CONTAMINATION  
INVESTIGATION (Authorized RM 7/9/14) 
a. REPORT RE AMEC FOSTER WHEELER RISK ASSESSMENT (Authorized RM  

   4/26/17) – Borough Engineer reported we are in receipt of the study done by Foster 
Wheeler and we will incorporate that into what is called a Remedial Investigation Report and file same with the 
DEP. As of last week, they were still reviewing the Borough’s application for grant funding and they think it 
looks good but we have no official word yet. 
             2) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENTS:  

 a. BLOCK 1607/LOT 1 & BLOCK 1310/LOT 2 (CLOSTER MARKETPLACE  
  (EBA) LLC AND CENTENNIAL AME ZION CHURCH) (Approved RM 4/22/15) 
 b. BLOCK 1607/LOT 1.02 FOR CHASE BANK (17 VERVALEN STREET) AND  

   AMENDED SITE PLAN FOR BLOCK 1607/LOT 1 & BLOCK 1310/LOT 2  
   (CLOSTER MARKETPLACE (EBA) LLC AND CENTENNIAL AME ZION  
   CHURCH) Approved RM 6/14/17 – Mr. DeNicola reported Chase Bank is moving along 
very quickly now and they plan to open around November 14, 2017. They want to be finished and have everything 
out of the way so the Plaza can be back to normal for the shopping season. 
 3) REPORT RE CONTRACT FOR VER VALEN STREET IMPROVEMENTS,  

 SECTION 2 - AWARDED @RM 3/22/17 TO AMERICAN ASPHALT AND MILLING 
SERVICES, LLC, IN THE BASE BID AMOUNT OF $204,101.15 (DOT approval rec’d  

 12. M.L. 4/13/17) - Borough Engineer reported this item is complete and can be removed from 
his report. 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – OCTOBER 11, 2017 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
6. PROFESSIONAL REPORTS (Continued) 

 
B. BOROUGH ENGINEER (Continued) 

  4) REPORT RE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER COMPOST FACILITY RECERTIFICATION  
  (Authorized RM 6/22/16) – Mr. DeNicola reported there has been no change in the status 

 of this item. 
 5) REPORT RE CROSS CLOSTER TRAIL FHA INDIVIDUAL PERMIT AND  
  FRESHWATER WETLANDS GENERAL PERMIT NO. 17 FOR NATURE TRAIL &  
  BOARDWALK FOR A TOTAL ESTIMATED COST OF $7,000 (RM 7/13/16) – Borough 
Engineer reported there has been no change in this item’s status. 
 6) STATUS REPORT RE 2017 ROAD PAVING PROGRAM (Approved RM 5/24/17)   
  INCLUDING NJDOT FISCAL YEAR 2017 MUNICIPAL AID PROGRAM FOR  

 HOMANS AVENUE (SECTION 4) IN THE AMOUNT OF $165,627 (Approved RM  
  12/14/16) Notification of award rec’d 3. M.L. 6/1/17 - Authorization to bid RM 6/28/17 – 
Borough Engineer reported this project is underway.  The parking lot has been started and the contractor has to 
get another subcontractor in to do the drainage work. Hopefully that will occur in the next week as the project 
has to be completed by November 17, 2017. Mr. DeNicola reminded the project encompassed the Borough Hall, 
DPW and Ambulance Corps parking lots and driveways and Homans Avenue between Herbert Avenue and 
Piermont Road. He confirmed there have been no further complaints about the Borough Hall Parking Lot.  

7) STATUS REPORT RE PREPARATION OF PLANS AND SPECS AND SECURE   
  QUOTES FOR SIDEWALK CONSTRUCTION ON CLOSTER DOCK ROAD   
  (Approved RM 5/24/17) – Mr. DeNicola reported this item is completed as part of the 2017 
Road Program and can be removed. 

8) STATUS REPORT RE BOUNDARY AND TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY OF WEST   
  STREET BETWEEN WESTMINSTER AVE. & CLOSTER DOCK ROAD FOR AN  
  AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $7,600 (Approval Memorialized at RM 6/28/17) – Borough 
Engineer informed he completed the survey and provided it to the Borough. He believes the next step is meeting 
with the adjacent property owners and discussing how and if it can be installed. Mayor Glidden asked what we 
agreed upon in terms of handling that. Mr. DeNicola reminded we discussed at a previous meeting it was better 
to have it on the east side of West Street due to the topography of the west side as the east side would be less 
problematic. It would be approximately two blocks long. He believes the Borough has to reach out through the 
Administrator or elected officials to the property owners to show the proposal and explain the easement process 
and inform them it will be done at the Borough’s expense. Borough Administrator recalled asking but does not 
think he got a response as to what the construction costs were going to be; and Borough Engineer said minus a 
few items, you can’t predetermine and he could provide same to him tomorrow. In answer to Councilwoman 
Amitai, Mr. DeNicola explained the ADA requirements that make the sidewalks 4 feet wide to be wheelchair 
accessible. He said you also need to put the sidewalk adjacent to the street and you need a buffer between the 
curb and sidewalk. All of these things add to not only the cost but the impact to each property. In response to 
Councilman Di Dio, he said if the homeowners are against the proposal, then it doesn’t get done because he 
doesn’t believe you can get a condemnation for a sidewalk. Borough Attorney informed you could do a Special 
Assessment but you would probably have to do the entire street. Borough Engineer said about eight or nine 
properties are affected and approximately six require an easement; so he suggests starting with the most difficult 
property first because the rest would be a waste of time if that property owner said no. Councilman Barad 
recalled discussions of when someone is building a home and requests a waiver for sidewalk, we have to defend 
the reason for needing same; and Councilman Di Dio affirmed the ordinance requires the sidewalk to be built. 
Borough Administrator said there is one home right now being reconstructed; and Borough Engineer said that 
particular home has the room and we wouldn’t require anything from them to do it.  
 9) REPORT – Borough Engineer informed the foregoing items concluded his report. 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – OCTOBER 11, 2017 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR 
 1) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING INSURANCE MATTER(S): 

 a. Mail List requests re Insurance:   
  1)  Palisades Country Day Camp request to post 18” x 24” lawn signs on sidewalks  

  around town from 10/16/17 to 10/31/17 announcing Family Fall Festival and Open House to be 
  held on 10/28/17 from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (14.M.L. 10/5/17) – Mr. Dolson noted same was just 
discussed and the paperwork is completed. 

2) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING CONTRACTS FOR ELECTRICIAN JOB ORDER 
 CONTRACTING INSTALLATION OF EMERGENCY STANDBY GENERATORS 
 THROUGH MIDDLESEX REGIONAL EDUCATIONAL COOPERATIVE 
 #65MCESCCPS, RFP# MRSEC-15/16-14 PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 40A:11-1 ET. SEQ. 
 AWARDED RM 11/23/15: 

   a. CLOSTER PUBLIC LIBRARY (Ordinance 2015:1188; Capital Account  
   C-04-15-188-013-001) – Borough Administrator reported this is 100% completed and 

 can be removed from his report.  
3) STATUS REPORT RE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN FOR LUSTRON HOUSE  

  (HISTORIC PRESERVATION TRUST FUND GRANT FOR THE HAROLD HESS   
  LUSTRON HOUSE FOR A MAXIMUM GRANT AWARD AMOUNT OF $24,999.00 WITH 
  NO MATCH REQUIRED (Application approved at RM 12/21/15 in the amount of   
  $20,000/Amended and increased RM 1/27/16) Notification of Award 10. M.L. 5/19/16 – NJ  
  Historic Preservation Office Grant Agreement HE16-006 - Contract for Historic Architect  
  awarded to Lacey Thaler Reilly Wilson RM 5/10/17) – Mr. Dolson was happy to report the 
Borough and the State of New Jersey have both received the hard copy of the report for the Lustron House. It 
has been distributed; and if anyone else would like a copy to please let him know. At this point we are waiting 
for acceptance or approval of the report from the State and then it will be complete. The Committee involved in 
this has been very active in reading it and communicating about it. He said if it was felt he should keep the item 
on his report until final payment, he had no objections but expressed that the project is essentially complete.  

4) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOW UP ON CORRECTIVE ACTION PLAN FOR 2016  
  ANNUAL AUDIT ADOPTED RM 8/9/17 – Borough Administrator reported the Corrective 
Action Plan was completed and submitted to the State so this item can be removed from his report. 

5) STATUS REPORT RE CY 2017 MUNICIPAL BEST PRACTICES INVENTORY (15. M.L. 
  8/3/17 – Due Friday, 10/20/17) Discussed at WS 9/27/17 – Mr. Dolson reported this will be 
submitted this week because although it was signed off internally last week, there was an issue with the DLGS 
website last week which prevented us from filing it electronically. 

  6) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING GRANTS: 
a. FILED 
 1. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION IN  
  THE AMOUNT OF $6,000.00 FOR THE SENIOR CENTER TO ENHANCE THE QUALITY 
  OF PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO THE SENIOR POPULATION IN THE BOROUGH OF  
  CLOSTER (RM 9/28/16)  - Mr. Dolson had recent communications with the County in which 
they expressed they remained hopeful it will occur in October. We’ve received no other word on it except that 
HUD told them they will get the money.  

  2. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION IN  
  THE AMOUNT OF $9,000.00 FOR THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO ENTER INTO  
  AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF HAWORTH AS LEAD  
  AGENCY FOR SENIOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR THE SENIOR AND  
  DISABLED POPULATION IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (RM 9/28/16)  - The issue 
we have with this item that the Borough Attorney spoke about earlier is the arrangement with our paying for a 
shared service from Haworth. Because of the way one of his predecessors did the paperwork, we were required 
to do extra paperwork and bill the County to get the money back. The County wants it so that the Lead Agency, 
Haworth, would be administrating the program and we weren’t going to be sending in three and getting paid for 
three but we would be sending in one and applying it to each of the municipalities’ grants. There is a lot of 
confusion in the wording and the mechanics so they are looking to resolve same this week. 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – OCTOBER 11, 2017 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

A. BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR (Continued) 
  6) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING GRANTS: (Continued) 

a. FILED (Continued) 
3. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION IN  

THE AMOUNT OF $9,000.00 FOR SENIOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR THE 
SENIOR AND DISABLED POPULATION IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (RM 
9/28/16) 

              4. NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ~ GREEN  
COMMUNITIES PROGRAM 2017 GREEN COMMUNITIES GRANT, SUBSEQUENT  

  COMMUNITY FORESTRY MANAGEMENT FIVE YEAR PLAN, COMMUNITY  
  FORESTRY MANAGEMENT PROGRAM, FOR AN AMOUNT NOT LESS THAN $3,000 
  AND NOT MORE THAN $3,000, BOROUGH AGREES TO MATCH $3,000 OF THE  
  TOTAL PROJECT AMOUNT, IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE MATCH REQUIREMENT  
  OF THE AGREEMENT; AVAILABILITY OF THE MATCH WHETHER CASH, SERVICES 
  OR PROPERTY IS HEREBY CERTIFIED 50% OF THE MATCH TO MADE UP OF IN- 
  KIND SERVICES (RM 2/22/17) - Mr. Dolson said Green Communities is an ongoing matter 
that will take a couple of years. 

5. NJ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE HOMANS AVENUE   
  (SECTION 5) PROJECT (MA-208- Homans Avenue (Section 5) – 00020) Approved RM  
  9/13/17 – Borough Administrator reported this was approved at the last meeting so we won’t 
hear until next year sometime as to the award for funding. He noted this project is for Homans Avenue from 
Piermont Road to Anderson Avenue. 
b. AWARDED - To be announced by Administrator 

 c. TO BE FILED - To be announced by Administrator 
7) REPORT  
 
At this time, Borough Engineer questioned if final payment for Vervalen Street Improvements was 

received and Borough Administrator affirmed same came in this past week. The initial payment voucher for the 
first section of Homans Avenue came in this week. 

 
At this time, Councilwoman Latner asked about liability if Mr. Pisano was going to be at the Lustron 

House and Borough Attorney informed his Certificate of Insurance was approved the day before yesterday and 
he has already signed a Hold Harmless Agreement. 

Councilwoman Amitai inquired about when the time comes that the building is open to the public and 
the Historic Commission agreed to open it to the public at some point in the future. Mr. Rogan voiced his 
understanding that there was no final decision made on that but said it is one of the things they discussed. Mr. 
Dolson recalled one of the things that was determined is that since the house will not be inhabited, they do not 
need a permanent parking garage; so they might change that space into an expo room exclusive of the actual 
housing and furniture to show off memorabilia. In answer to Mrs. Amitai, he explained it already is under our 
insurance and said the insurance Mr. Pisano provided was for activities that he will be undertaking on the 
property. The property and the house itself are under our JIF policy. 

 
At this time, Councilman Barad noted the Shade Tree Commission has a budget for maintenance and 

pruning of trees and taking down street trees. At one time, a previous Administrator had raised the question of 
perhaps doing a global contract for someone to do the maintenance and removal of storm damaged trees as we 
have separate contracts for same. They would like to combine those contracts to a single vendor to allow them to 
get more bids and more competitive rates; and he asked how they can go about doing that. Mr. Dolson explained 
one of his predecessors seriously reduced that budget item to balance the budget several years ago and he would 
like to put it back. Another issue brought to his attention is that a tree removal expert is not necessarily great at 
planting the trees just as a pruner may not be good at planting. Dr. Barad understands and feels there are some 
aspects that could be combined. Mr. Dolson agreed and said he has first-hand experience that it is hard to get 
anyone to respond to the requests for proposals. He agrees we need to do something to be more competitive. 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – OCTOBER 11, 2017 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 

B. BOROUGH CLERK 
1) STATUS REPORT RE 2017 APPOINTMENTS – Borough Clerk reported outstanding 

appointments are being maintained on the Regular Meeting Agenda.  
 a.  REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2018 APPOINTMENTS – Ms. Castano reported a 

memo will be distributed to Borough Departments/Boards/Commissions on Friday, 10/13/17, with request for 
response by 11/17/17.  

2) STATUS REPORT RE 2017 OATHS OF OFFICE – Borough Clerk reported Oaths of Office 
are current. 
 3) STATUS REPORT RE 2017 LICENSES – Ms. Castano reported we received the Special 
Ruling from the Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control for Piermont Road Liquors,  formerly Ondine’s, which 
is on the Agenda this evening for approval to renew for the 2017-2018 License Term as a pocket license. This 
finally completes the 2017-2018 renewal for the 13 liquor licenses in the Borough. 
  a.  REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2018 LICENSES –A memo was sent to the Chief of 
Police on 10/5/17 with request for response by 11/6/17. She noted we have many new establishments in town 
and we have found that some establishments are serving alcohol to certain people attending certain functions and 
the Police have informed those involved as to the laws prohibiting same. Councilman Di Dio asked about BYOB 
and Chief Kaine informed it is permitted as long as it isn’t advertised.  
 4) STATUS REPORT RE 2017 MEETING DATES – Ms. Castano reported Meeting Dates are 
current.  
  a.  REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR 2018 MEETING DATES – A memo was sent to 
Borough Boards and Commissions on 10/6/17 with request for response by 12/1/17.  
 5) REPORT RE ELECTIONS – GENERAL ELECTION TO BE HELD TUESDAY,   
  11/7/17, FROM 6 A.M. TO 8 P.M. – Borough Clerk reported Deputy Clerk sent the approval 
for Official Ballot in her absence on 9/26/17 to the Bergen County Clerk Elections Division.  The Bergen 
County Municipal Clerk’s Association Elections Meeting will be held 10/19/17 which the Borough Clerk and 
Deputy will attend. The last day to register to vote in the General Election will be Tuesday, 10/17/17 and our 
office will be open as a courtesy until 9 p.m. on that date. She reported she received word from the machine 
division that the voting machines will be delivered to both schools on October 24th and will be picked up on 
Thursday, November 9th.  Even though schools will be closed that day, the Clerks have been asked to ensure 
that someone will be in the building.  Ms. Castano so informed the Closter Board of Education office and 
Supervisor of Buildings and Ground regarding same. 

  6) STATUS REPORT RE PREPARATIONS FOR LEAGUE CONFERENCE TO  
  BE HELD IN A.C. FROM 11/14/17 to 11/16/17 – Ms. Castano reported paperwork was 
distributed at the last meeting by the Deputy Clerk and more items received pertaining to the Conference will be 
distributed this evening. Also the League of Municipalities magazine has been received and is being provided to 
the Councilpersons. She further advised that the Councilpersons have been advised to sign up for miscellaneous 
paid events they wish to attend and pay for out of pocket to be reimbursed by the Borough Clerk’s office upon 
presentation of receipts after the League Conference. 

  7) REPORT – Borough Clerk had nothing further to report. 
 
 Councilwoman Chung entered the meeting at 8:12 p.m. 

 
 C.         CHIEF OF POLICE 

 1) REPORT – Chief Kaine reported the Monthly Report has been delayed due to Capt. Winters 
being on vacation; and he anticipates it will be distributed on Monday. On Saturday, 10/28/17, from 10a.m.to 
 2 p.m. the Department will participate in the DEA Drug Takeback Program in the parking lot. The Closter 
Police was called to Harrington Park for taser deployment to assist with a suicidal party with a handgun. He 
commended all of the Officers involved in the response. Fall qualifications have been in progress for the 
Department. The Chief reported they have been retraining parents at the schools for drop-off and pickup. The 
Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office approved a DWI roadblock to be held Thanksgiving weekend for which the 
costs will be taken out of the Drunk Driving Enforcement Fund. The Department received a Body Armor 
Replacement Grant in the amount of $2,106.00. 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – OCTOBER 11, 2017 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
7. REPORTS (Continued) 
 
 C.         CHIEF OF POLICE (Continued) 
 

 At this time, Councilman Di Dio noted he sent an e-mail to the Chief regarding the receipt of free 
equipment from the State; and Chief Kaine informed they are already aware of the 1033 program with 
Lieutenant Brueck and Officer Baldomero checking on it daily. He said most of the equipment you have to pick 
up and isn’t usually worth it for the expense.  
 
 In answer to Councilman Di Dio, Chief Kaine presented each member of the Council with their own set 
of trading cards. He said Recreation Director Jim Oettinger is working on the trophies and certificates that will 
be awarded once a child collects the complete set.  
 
D.         MAYOR  
 1) REPORT – Mayor Glidden was sad to announce that Closter lost the race to the Borough of 
Haworth this year. We won last year but this year we will be planting a tree in Haworth, so the score is 1-1. He 
reminded about the Mac Bain Farm celebration on Saturday (10/14/17) at 3 p.m. and the Elks Country Western 
Day from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. with a mechanical bull. He challenged Councilman Di Dio on the bull. Demarest will 
also be holding their Oktoberfest from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. He encouraged all to attend some of the fun-filled events 
on Saturday. 
 

8. OLD BUSINESS    
 
9. NEW BUSINESS  
 
10. OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER PER NJSA 10:4-12(A) (SUBJECT TO A 

5-MINUTE LIMIT PER GENERAL RULE NUMBER 11) EXCEPT FOR ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR 
PUBLIC HEARING AT THE REGULAR MEETING 

 
Steve Isaacson, 97 Columbus Avenue, referred to the road improvement program; and Borough Engineer 
advised that nothing would be done relative to the downtown railroad crossing since same is a County Road. The 
Borough has petitioned the County to do the necessary paving. Relative to the bamboo, Mr. Isaacson noted that 
he has bamboo on his property and has spent over $20,000 to have it removed. He offered his help on the 
removal of bamboo, which must be done in a certain way to prevent regrowth. He explained he had to install 
vinyl sheeting at a depth of 24 inches. He still has existing bamboo to block the view of his neighbors.  Mr. 
Isaacson referred to the Northern Valley Earth Fair and noted that he was 90% sure that same would be held at 
Northern Valley High School Demarest on Saturday, April 22, 2018. Farm Fest will be held this Saturday from  
3 p.m. to 5 p.m. and the Borough has purchased 300 pumpkins. Maria Kim will be story telling. None of the 
local supermarkets have made any donations this year.    

 
Mr. Isaacson referred to the MacBain Farm Public Park and questioned the feasibility of installing a water line 
from the house to the gate to provide a water fountain. He noted there is also no electricity and same should be 
provided from the house to the gate. Councilman Barad said the contractor would have to be made aware of 
what is wished to be done and the contract would have to be reviewed.   

 
11. DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS, IF APPROPRIATE 
 
12. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – OCTOBER 11, 2017 - 7:30 P.M. 
 
13. ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Motion to adjourn the Work Session at 8:20 p.m. was made by Councilman Di Dio, seconded by 
 Councilwoman Latner and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden. 

 
        Provided to the Mayor and Council  
        on October 19, 2017 for approval at  
        the Regular Meeting to be held  
        October 25, 2017 
 
 
        ____________________________ 
Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC     Loretta Castano, RMC 
and Arlene Marie Gray, RMC, utilizing     Borough Clerk    
recording and Borough Clerk’s   
notes    
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held October 25, 2017 
Consent Agenda Item No. 24b. 
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	9.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING ESCROW FUNDS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $4,176.12 TO THIRTY FIVE (35) NAMED APPLICANTS, VERIFIED BY THE LAND USE COORDINATORS FOR THE PLANNING BOARD AND LAND USE COORDINATOR FOR T...
	10.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN CLOSTER POLICE DEPARTMENT LIQUOR LICENSE REVIEW ESCROW FEES  IN  THE AMOUNT OF $505.00 TO S AND R CLOSTER LLC, FOR BLOCK 308, LOT 2, 252 SCHRAALENBURGH ROAD (Received from Deputy Treas...
	11.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING ESCROW FUNDS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $4,632.86 TO THIRTY EIGHT (38) NAMED APPLICANTS VERIFIED BY LAND USE COORDINATORS FOR THE PLANNING BOARD AND ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT, D...
	12.  RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING NEW CONSTRUCTION REVIEW ESCROW FUNDS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $2,596.74 TO SIX (6) NAMED APPLICANTS FOR SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF ALL REQUIRED IMPROVEMENTS, PER BOROUGH ENGINE...
	16.  UAT APPROXIMATELY 8:45 P.MU. - OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION
	AUTHORIZING THE GOVERNING BODY PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 TO EXCLUDE THE
	PUBLIC FROM THE NEXT POPRTION OF THIS MEETING IN ORDER TO PERMIT THE GOVERNING BODY TO DISCUSS PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(8) “A MATTER INVOLVING PUBLIC
	EMPLOYEES” (Rice Notice mailed by Borough Attorney via certified mail return receipt on 9/29/17)
	5a.  UVOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMSU (Continued)
	URESOLUTIONS U(Continued)
	16a. APPROVING RENEWAL OF INACTIVE/POCKET LICENSE SUBJECT TO 12.39 SPECIAL RULING FROM THE DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL FOR THE 2017-2018 LICENSE TERM FOR PIERMONT ROAD LIQUOR, LLC, PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE NO. 0207...
	16b. RESOLUTION RELEASING PORTIONS OF CLOSED SESSION MINUTES FROM 2016 AND 2017; SPECIFICALLY DECEMBER 28, 2016; JANUARY 25, 2017 AND FEBRUARY 8, 2017 (Approved by Borough Attorney 10/10/17)
	UMOTIONS
	18.        MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS NOT MADE AT
	THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/3/17:
	19.  MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENT(S):
	20. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES (Distributed 10/5/17)
	NO ABSTENTIONS
	a. REGULAR MEETING HELD  SEPTEMBER 27, 2017
	b. WORK SESSION HELD  SEPTEMBER 27, 2017
	21.        MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR LUBAVITCH ON THE PALISADES TO SET UP A MENORAH IN FRONT OF CLOSTER BOROUGH HALL FOR THE DURATION OF THE CHANUKAH HOLIDAY FROM 12/12/17 THROUGH 12/20/17; AND ARRANGE A MENORAH LIGHTING EVENT IN FRONT OF BOROUGH H...
	22. MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO IMPOSE A 9:00 P.M. CURFEW ON CABBAGE NIGHT, MONDAY, 10/30/17, AND HALLOWEEN, TUESDAY, 10/31/17 (Requested by Chief of Police 10/5/17)
	S22a.S MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR PALISADES COUNTRY DAY CAMP TO PLACE 18” X 24” LAWN SIGNS ON BOROUGH RIGHTS-OF-WAY AROUND TOWN AT SIX (6) LISTED INTERSECTIONS FROM 10/16/17 TO 10/31/17 TO INFORM RESIDENTS OF FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL AND OPEN HOUSE TO B...
	23.  UREPORTS
	a. CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL – SEPTEMBER 2017 (Received 10/3/17)
	6.  INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES – UPUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION –
	U11/8/17 @8:00 P.M. OR SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD:
	a. UORDINANCE NO. 2017:1230U,  “AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ACQUISITION OF  REAL PROPERTY COMMONLY KNOWN AS “511 DURIE AVENUE” IN THE BOROUGH  OF CLOSTER” (Received from Borough Attorney 10/3/17)
	Councilman Barad cited the importance of this ordinance and recognized all of the work done by the Mayor and Council to make this happen. They are advocates for the public they represent and Mr. Watkins was an advocate for his client. This will be ...
	22a.     MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR PALISADES COUNTRY DAY CAMP TO PLACE 18” X 24” LAWN SIGNS ON BOROUGH RIGHTS-OF-WAY AROUND TOWN AT SIX (6) LISTED INTERSECTIONS FROM 10/16/17 TO 10/31/17 TO INFORM RESIDENTS OF FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL AND OPEN HOUSE TO...
	24.      UOPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a) U
	(Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11)
	Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden closed the meeting to the public.
	OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant to N.J.S.A 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of this meeting in order to permit the governing body to discuss per N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(8) “a matter ...

	RM 10-11-17 Adopted Resolutions
	WSNotes 10-11-17
	This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New Jersey, was included in the Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and the Star Ledger on January 9, 2017, was posted on the Municipal...
	Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished to discuss any item on the Consent Agenda. Councilwoman Amitai wished to discuss Item No. 6b; Borough Administrator wished to discuss Item Nos. 9 and 11.
	6.  INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES – UPUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION –
	U11/8/17 @8:00 P.M. OR SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD:
	b. UORDINANCE NO. 2017:1231U,  “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER    ADOPTING REGULATIONS RESTRICTING THE PLANTING, GROWING OR     CULTIVATING OF BAMBOO” (Received from Borough Attorney 10/4/17)
	Councilwoman Amitai asked that the public be informed of this ordinance by putting same on a checklist in the Building Department to avoid planting of bamboo. Councilman Barad noted that the ordinance provides for the planting of bamboo in a containe...
	9. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING ESCROW FUNDS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $4,176.12 TO THIRTY FIVE (35) NAMED APPLICANTS, VERIFIED BY THE LAND USE COORDINATORS FOR THE PLANNING BOARD AND LAND USE COORDINATOR FOR TH...
	11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO RELEASE AND RETURN REMAINING ESCROW FUNDS IN THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF $4,632.86 TO THIRTY EIGHT (38) NAMED APPLICANTS VERIFIED BY LAND USE COORDINATORS FOR THE PLANNING BOARD AND ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT, DU...
	Borough Administrator advised that Resolution Nos. 9 and 11 are the culmination, but not completely, of audit findings of overdue escrow accounts; and these have been investigated, refunded or closed. We have about the same number of escrow accounts...
	16a. APPROVING RENEWAL OF INACTIVE/POCKET LICENSE SUBJECT TO 12.39 SPECIAL RULING FROM THE DIRECTOR OF THE DIVISION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL FOR THE 2017-2018 LICENSE TERM FOR PIERMONT ROAD LIQUOR, LLC, PLENARY RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE NO. 0207...
	16b. RESOLUTION RELEASING PORTIONS OF CLOSED SESSION MINUTES FROM 2016 AND 2017; SPECIFICALLY DECEMBER 28, 2016; JANUARY 25, 2017 AND FEBRUARY 8, 2017 (Approved by Borough Attorney 10/10/17)
	22a.       MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR PALISADES COUNTRY DAY CAMP TO PLACE 18” X 24” LAWN SIGNS ON BOROUGH RIGHTS-OF-WAY AROUND TOWN AT SIX (6) LISTED INTERSECTIONS FROM 10/16/17 TO 10/31/17 TO INFORM RESIDENTS OF FAMILY FALL FESTIVAL AND OPEN HOUSE ...
	2) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING DEVELOPER’S AGREEMENTS:
	a. BLOCK 1607/LOT 1 & BLOCK 1310/LOT 2 (CLOSTER MARKETPLACE
	(EBA) LLC AND CENTENNIAL AME ZION CHURCH) (Approved RM 4/22/15)
	b. BLOCK 1607/LOT 1.02 FOR CHASE BANK (17 VERVALEN STREET) AND     AMENDED SITE PLAN FOR BLOCK 1607/LOT 1 & BLOCK 1310/LOT 2     (CLOSTER MARKETPLACE (EBA) LLC AND CENTENNIAL AME ZION     CHURCH) Approved RM 6/14/17 – Mr. DeNicola reported Chase Bank...
	6) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING GRANTS:
	2. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION IN    THE AMOUNT OF $9,000.00 FOR THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO ENTER INTO    AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF HAWORTH AS LEAD    AGENCY FOR SENIOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR THE ...
	6) STATUS REPORT RE FOLLOWING GRANTS: (Continued)
	3. 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT APPLICATION IN
	THE AMOUNT OF $9,000.00 FOR SENIOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR THE SENIOR AND DISABLED POPULATION IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (RM 9/28/16)
	4. NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ~ GREEN
	COMMUNITIES PROGRAM 2017 GREEN COMMUNITIES GRANT, Subsequent    Community Forestry Management Five Year Plan, Community    Forestry Management Program, FOR AN AMOUNT NOT LESS THAN $3,000   AND NOT MORE THAN $3,000, BOROUGH AGREES TO MATCH $3,000 OF TH...
	5. NJ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR THE HOMANS AVENUE     (SECTION 5) PROJECT (MA-208- Homans Avenue (Section 5) – 00020) Approved RM    9/13/17 – Borough Administrator reported this was approved at the last meeting so we won’t hear until next year...
	7) REPORT
	At this time, Borough Engineer questioned if final payment for Vervalen Street Improvements was received and Borough Administrator affirmed same came in this past week. The initial payment voucher for the first section of Homans Avenue came in this week.
	At this time, Councilwoman Latner asked about liability if Mr. Pisano was going to be at the Lustron House and Borough Attorney informed his Certificate of Insurance was approved the day before yesterday and he has already signed a Hold Harmless Agree...
	Councilwoman Amitai inquired about when the time comes that the building is open to the public and the Historic Commission agreed to open it to the public at some point in the future. Mr. Rogan voiced his understanding that there was no final decision...
	At this time, Councilman Barad noted the Shade Tree Commission has a budget for maintenance and pruning of trees and taking down street trees. At one time, a previous Administrator had raised the question of perhaps doing a global contract for someone...
	1) REPORT – Mayor Glidden was sad to announce that Closter lost the race to the Borough of Haworth this year. We won last year but this year we will be planting a tree in Haworth, so the score is 1-1. He reminded about the Mac Bain Farm celebration o...


