
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
  REGULAR MEETING MINUTES - JANUARY 11, 2017 - 7:30 P.M 
 
 Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 8:27 p.m. 
 

1.       PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE    
   
2. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT  

 
 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Notice of Early Meetings which was sent to The Record and The Star 
Ledger for publication on December 16, 2016, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and 
has remained posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has 
been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.  

 
3. ROLL CALL 
 
 The following persons were present: 
  Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
  Councilpersons David Barad, Alissa Latner, Robert Di Dio, Joseph Yammarino  
    and Jannie Chung 
  Borough Administrator, Arthur Braun Dolson 
  Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
  Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
  Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
  Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine 
 
 The following persons were absent: 
  Councilwoman Victoria Amitai 
 
4. MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S) 
 
5. MAYORAL APPOINTMENT(S) TO THE FOLLOWING BOARDS/COMMISSIONS: 
 

OFFICE 
 

INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Planning Board 
 

   

Alternate No.1 Michael Iafrate NO APPOINTMENT 2 Years 12/31/18 
 
  No Mayoral appointment was made. 
 
6a. VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS 
 

 Motion approving the Consent Agenda minus Item Nos. 18 and 19 was made by Councilman 
Barad, seconded by Councilman Di Dio and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote 
of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Yammarino and Chung.  

 
 ORDINANCES 
 
7. INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE - PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION, 
 1/25/17 @8:00 P.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 

 
ORDINANCE NO. 2017:1218, “AN ORDINANCE AMENDING AND SUPPLEMENTING CHAPTER 
43 OF THE CODE OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER REGARDING THE ASSISTANT CHIEF 
FINANCIAL OFFICER” (Received from Borough Attorney 12/28/16) 
 

 RESOLUTIONS 
 
8. RESOLUTION APPROVING RIGHT-OF-WAY USE TO VERIZON WIRELESS (Received from 
 Borough Attorney 1/3/17) 
 
9. RESOLUTION OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER, NEW JERSEY ENDORSING PARTICIPATION 

IN VALLEY MEDICAL GROUP POLICY RENEWAL (Received from Administrator’s office 1/6/17) 
 
10. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A SHARED SERVICES AGREEMENT WITH THE NORTHWEST 

BERGEN COUNTY UTILITIES AUTHORITY (FOR TV SERVICES FOR INSPECTION OF STORM 
DRAINS AND SEWER LINES AT A FEE OF $0.83 PER FOOT PRICE IN THE YEAR 2017 AND 
$0.84 PER FOOT PRICE IN THE YEAR 2018 WITH MINIMUM PAYMENT OF $400 FOR EACH 
DAY OF INSPECTION IN THE YEARS 2017 AND 2018) Received from Administrator’s office 1/6/17) 
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11. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BERGEN COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM #11-

BeCCP FOR SERVICE/COMMODITY: 40 CETANE PREMIUM DIESEL FUEL AND 40 CETANE 
PREMIUM WINTER BLEND DIESEL FUEL (BID #15-64) FOR THE CONTRACT PERIOD 9/21/16 
THROUGH 9/20/17 (Received from Administrator’s office 1/6/17) 

 
12. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BERGEN COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM #11-

BeCCP FOR SERVICE/COMMODITY: GASOLINE (87 OCTANE UNLEADED GASOLINE) (BID 
#15-65) FOR THE CONTRACT PERIOD 9/21/16 THROUGH 9/20/17 (Received from Administrator’s 
office 1/6/17) 

 
13. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING BERGEN COUNTY COOPERATIVE PRICING SYSTEM #11-

BeCCP FOR SERVICE/COMMODITY: ROCK SALT (BID #16-59) FOR THE CONTRACT PERIOD 
10/1/16 THROUGH 9/30/17 (Received from Administrator’s office 1/6/17) 

 
14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES DURING 

CERTAIN LABOR DAY ACTIVITIES PURSUANT TO CHAPTER 67 OF THE CLOSTER CODE 
(Received from Administrator’s office 1/6/17) 
 

15. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES (Distributed 1/5/17) ABSTENTIONS: DI DIO, 
YAMMARINO  

 
  a.      REGULAR MEETING HELD DECEMBER 28, 2016  

 b.      WORK SESSION HELD DECEMBER 28, 2016 
 c.      REORGANIZATION MEEING HELD JANUARY 3, 2017 – NO ABSTENTIONS 
 

16. MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR ISSUANCE BY POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE  
FOLLOWING HAWKERS AND PEDDLERS LICENSE FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2017, PER  
BOROUGH CODE CH. 127 (Received from Chief of Police 1/4/17): 

 
a. PERMIT NO 17-001 – FOR ANDREW G. MALAFIS, AMA CATERING,  638 WILDWOOD 

ROAD.W, NORTHVALE, NJ 07647, TO OPERATE CATERING TRUCK FOR SALE OF 
COFFEE, SNACKS, SODAS, SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY THE BOARD OF HEALTH 

  
b. PERMIT NO. 17-002 – FOR KEN W. ZUNIN, 5 VALLEY STREAM DR., MORRIS PLAINS, 

NJ 07950, TYPE OF BUSINESS – VERIZON FIOS 
 
17. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING APPLICATION AS NEW MEMBER OF THE 

KNICKERBOCKER HOOK AND LADDER COMPANY:  CHRISTOS N. HILETZARIS (Received 
1/4/17)   

 
18.  MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING SALARIED APPOINTMENTS NOT MADE AT THE 

REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/3/17:  
 

OFFICE 
 

INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Chief Municipal Financial 
Officer 

Maria Passafaro 
(Temporary) NO APPOINTMENT 4 Years 31-Dec-20 

Planner to Implement 
Portions of the 2008 
Master Plan 

Caroline Reiter P.P., AICP                    
Christopher P. Statile, PA NO APPOINTMENT 1 Year 31-Dec-17 

 
19.  MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS NOT MADE  AT 

THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/3/17: 
 

OFFICE 
 

INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Board of Ethics 
 

 

Member (R) 
Joseph Yammarino 
(Elected to Council) NO APPOINTMENT 

5 Years (Unexp. 
Yammarino) 31-Dec-19 

Member (U) Susan Semler NO APPOINTMENT 5 Years 31-Dec-21 

Member (D)  Benjamin Pinczewski NO APPOINTMENT 5 Years 31-Dec-21 

Board of Health 
 

 
Alternate No. 2 Vacant NO APPOINTMENT 

2 Years     
(Unexp. Vacant) 31-Dec-17 
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20. REPORTS  
  a. CHIEF OF POLICE – DECEMBER 2016 (Received 1/10/17) 
 
6b. VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
21.      OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
 
   Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden 

closed the meeting to the public.  
   
22.  ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
   
   Motion approving the following Closed Session Resolution at 8:35 p.m. was made by 

Councilman Di Dio, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the 
affirmative vote of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Yammarino and Chung.  

 
22a. OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of the meeting in order to discuss per 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (b)(4) “A collective bargaining agreement”; N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(7) “Pending or 
anticipated litigation or contract negotiations” and N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(7 ), “A matter falling within the 
attorney client privilege”;  and that the items under discussion in the closed meeting would be disclosed to 
the public at the conclusion of the matters which should be within 8 - 10 weeks.  
 

   Mayor Glidden resumed the Regular Meeting at 9:07 p.m. 
 
   Borough Engineer requested approval for a resolution authorizing the acceptance of bids for the 

Vervalen Street Project adding that we would rebid the same project as previously proposed. 
 
   At this time, Mr. Di Dio asked if this would be tied into the Homans Avenue project.  Mr. 

DeNicola explained Homans would be a separate job for which we have neither received funds nor 
designed. 

 
   Therefore, Motion was made by Councilman Di Dio, seconded by Councilman Barad to accept 

bids for the Vervalen Street project.  
 
  BEFORE ROLL CALL VOTE, Borough Attorney questioned the inclusion of Hickory Lane as an 

alternate bid; and the Borough Engineer explained there would be two bids coming in with this project 
and it would be up to the Council to award the alternate bid of Hickory Lane. 

 
   Councilman Di Dio voiced his understanding that the Hickory Lane bid had been squashed and 

Councilwoman Chung agreed.  Councilman Barad explained we had talked about it and separated the 
two.  Borough Attorney added that we did not approve the bid.  Borough Administrator explained the 
documents would have to be revised to rebid the project.  Borough Engineer recommended we rebid as 
originally prepared and then reject it at that time since two bids would be coming in at the same time.  
Borough Attorney explained that the only down side would be that it would seem as though the Council is 
considering it again.  Ms. Chung said she would rather do only the one bid for Vervalen Street without a 
bid for Hickory Lane rather than mislead the public 

 
   Borough Attorney explained it is up to the Council if they want to possibly open the floodgates 

for consideration of Hickory Lane.   In response to the Borough Attorney’s inquiry, Borough Engineer 
said there would be a minimal amount for the engineer to separate the bids; and the Vervalen Street 
Project can be done without Hickory Lane.   

 
   Mayor Glidden voiced his understanding that we would not be advertising doing Hickory Lane by 

redoing the original bid noting it is what the Borough Engineer proposed.  Mr. DeNicola said it is up to 
the Council.  Dr. Barad voiced his understanding that if you redo the bid, you are including both projects; 
and Borough Engineer explained that you could either award Vervalen or Vervalen with Hickory. In 
response to the Borough Administrator’s question, Mr. DeNicola said you could not award Hickory 
without Vervalen as it is an alternate bid.  Mr. Di Dio confirmed that you can do Vervalen without 
Hickory.   

 
   Councilwoman Chung reiterated she would like to approve Vervalen without Hickory as had 

been previously discussed. Mayor Glidden interrupted her at this time and said he would like to bring this 
matter up at the next meeting explaining that he does not believe it has been fully discussed; he was not 
present at the meeting when the Council informally decided not to go ahead with it; and he asked 
approval from the Council to do so. 

 
   In response to the Mayor’s request, Mr. DeNicola said it could be deferred to the next Council 

Meeting and should still be okay.  The Mayor said he would hate to lose two weeks waiting for a future 
meeting; and he suggested going ahead with the original bid of both and then take up the issue whether or  

  not we will do anything with Hickory Lane.   
 

3 



CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES –JANUARY 11, 2017 – 7:30 P.M.  

 
   Dr. Barad voiced his understanding that if one were to receive bids and not accept both, it might 

create more of a fuss than delaying  going out for one for further decision explaining that everyone agrees 
we need to do  Vervalen,   Mayor Glidden questioned if we agree to do Vervalen now, what happens if 
we decide to do Hickory.  Borough Engineer explained you could do it as a change order but the 
contractor would have the upper hand in doing so instead of you being in charge. 

 
   Therefore, Mayor Glidden suggested we go out to bid for both, have another discussion on 

Hickory Lane part of it; and if the Council agrees not to do that, then we will not do so at the time. 
 
   Councilwoman Latner explained it was a tough meeting; and the Council President had stated her 

opinion that she should have put it on hold; and the Mayor said he would like to have further discussion at 
the next meeting on this subject. 

 
   Borough Engineer asked for confirmation that we would hold off bidding the project until the 

next meeting.  Mayor Glidden said we would bid the project for both to not lose the time on Vervalen. 
 
   At this time, Councilman Barad withdrew his second and Councilman Di Dio withdrew his 

original motion stating that it would create more issues. 
   
23.  ADJOURNMENT   
 
   Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 9:15 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner, 

seconded by Councilwoman Chung and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
         Provided to the Mayor and Council  
         on January 19, 2017 for approval 
         at the Regular Meeting to be held  
         January 25, 2017  
 
 
 
         _________________________________ 
         Loretta Castano, RMC 
         Borough Clerk  
 

Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC 
utilizing recording and Borough Clerk’s  
notes  
 
Approved at the Regular Meeting held January 25, 2017 
Consent Agenda Item No. 12a. 
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