
                                                                                                                                                                  
MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

 
         REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 28, 2016 - 7:30 P.M.    
 
  Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 8:55 p.m. 
 
1. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 

 
 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of 
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and the 
Star Ledger on January 7, 2016, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained 
continuously posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has 
been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.  

 
2. ROLL CALL 
 
 The following persons were present: 
  Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr. 
  Councilpersons: David Barad, Alissa Latner, Robert Di Dio, Brian Stabile, Jannie Chung  
     and Victoria Amitai 
  Borough Administrator, John Fry 
  Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
  Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
  Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
  Tax Collector/Temporary Chief Financial Officer, Maria Passafaro 
  Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine 
  Superintendent of Public Works, William Dahle, III 
 
 Also present in the audience: 
   Former Councilman Arthur Braun Dolson 
 
3. MAYORAL PRESENTATION(S) 
      
4. MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS* TO THE FOLLOWING BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS NOT 

MADE AT THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/4/16:  
 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

*Environmental Commission     
 
 

Member/Shade Tree Liaison  

 
Brian Stabile                             

(Elected to Council) 

 
 

_______________ 

3 Years                                
(Unexp. 
Stabile) 

 
 

31-Dec-17 
*Shade Tree Commission     
 

Member/Environmental                          
Commission Liaison  

 
Brian Stabile                             

(Elected to Council) 

 
 

_______________ 

5 Years                                
(Unexp. 
Stabile) 

 
 

31-Dec-16 
 
  No appointments were made by the Mayor for the above noted offices. 
 
5a. VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS  
 

 Motion approving the Consent Agenda was made by Councilman Di Dio, seconded by 
Councilman Barad and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons 
Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Stabile, Chung and Amitai.  

  
 ORDINANCES  
 
6. INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE – PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION 

10/26/16 @8:00 P.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD: 
 
BOND ORDINANCE NO. 2016:1214, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER, IN 
THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR VARIOUS CAPITAL 
IMPROVEMENTS IN AND FOR THE BOROUGH AND APPROPRIATING $1,446,000 THEREFOR 
AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $1,373,700 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO FINANCE THE SAME” (Requested by Bond Counsel 9/22/16/Received 
9/23/16) 
 
  At this time, Mayor Glidden asked for a Motion introducing Ordinance No. 2016:1214. Motion 
of approval was made by Councilman Di Dio, seconded by Councilwoman Chung and declared carried by 
Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Stabile, Chung and 
Amitai.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 28, 2016 - 7:30 P.M.   
 
 RESOLUTIONS  
 
7. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE PLACEMENT OF A MENORAH IN FRONT OF BOROUGH 

HALL FROM DEC. 25 TO JAN. 1, 2017 AND FOR THE LIGHTING EVENT TO TAKE PLACE ON 
DECEMBER 27, 2016 (5. M.L. 8/18/16/ Received from Borough Attorney 8/30/16) Removed from 
Consent Agenda 9/14/16 pending approval of C of I and HH Agreement – Approval received from Risk 
Management Consultant 9/20/16 

 
8. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR AND CLERK TO EXECUTE A SHARED SERVICES  

AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF BERGEN FOR THE SHORT TERM EMERGENCY 
SHARING OF FIRE APPARATUS (Received from Borough Attorney 9/12/16) 
 

9. RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE PORT AUTHORITY OF NEW YORK-NEW JERSEY INSTALL 
ANTI-SUICIDE FENCING ON THE GEORGE WASHINGTON BRIDGE (Requested by Mr. DiDio/ 
WS 9/14/16 – 4. M.L. 9/15/16) 
 

10. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE HIRING OF NELSON SANCHEZ AS PROBATIONARY 
 PATROLMAN EFFECTIVE OCTOBER 1, 2016 AT THE CONTRACTUAL FIRST YEAR 
 ACADEMY RATE OF $44,917 (Received from Borough Attorney 9/20/16) 

 
11. RESOLUTION ENDORSING 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT 

APPLICATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,000.00 FOR THE SENIOR CENTER TO ENHANCE THE 
QUALITY OF PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO THE SENIOR POPULATION IN THE BOROUGH OF 
CLOSTER (This Resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is intended 
solely to expedite the expenditure of the CDBG Funds) Received from Administrator’s Office 9/20/16 

 
12. RESOLUTION ENDORSING 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT 

APPLICATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,000.00 FOR THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO ENTER 
INTO AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF HAWORTH AS LEAD 
AGENCY FOR SENIOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR THE SENIOR AND DISABLED 
POPULATION IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (This Resolution does not obligate the financial 
resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite the expenditure of the CDBG Funds) 
Received from Administrator’s Office 9/20/16 
 

13. RESOLUTION ENDORSING 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT 
APPLICATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,000.00 FOR SENIOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES 
FOR THE SENIOR AND DISABLED POPULATION IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (This 
Resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite 
the expenditure of the CDBG Funds) Received from Administrator’s Office 9/20/16 
 

14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO ISSUE A CHECK IN THE AMOUNT 
OF $18,367.91 AND ISSUE A RETURN OF PREMIUM FROM ESCROW IN THE AMOUNT OF 
$22,100.00 TO TWR AS EBURY FUND 1 NJ LLC FOR THE REDEMPTION OF TAX SALE 
CERTIFICATE #16-00002 FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 9 NEW STREET, BLOCK 802, LOT 8, 
SOLD AT THE MUNICIPAL TAX SALE HELD ON 6/8/16 FOR 2015 DELINQUENT TAXES 
(Received from Tax Collector 9/21/16) 
 

15. RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SETTLEMENT OF A TAX APPEAL FOR THE YEARS 2015 & 
2016: MRS. KUBITIS REALTY LLC V. CLOSTER (Received from Borough Attorney 9/20/16) 

 
16. RESOLUTION APPROVING THE SETTLEMENT OF A TAX APPEAL FOR THE YEARS 2015 & 

2016: PARK V. CLOSTER (Received from Borough Attorney 9/21/16) 
 

17. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FUNDS FOR STRIPING OF HOMANS AVENUE AND FOR  
            A TRAFFIC COUNT AT PIERMONT ROAD AND VERVALEN STREET (Received from Temporary 
 Chief Financial Officer 9/21/16) 
 
17a. RESOLUTION APPOINTING JAMES GABETTIE TO THE POSITION OF PROBATIONARY 

SUBSTITUTE CROSSING GUARD AT AN HOURLY RATE OF $14.62, EFFECTIVE 9/7/16 
 (Received from Administrator 9/26/16) 
 
17b. AT 9:00 P.M. - OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION  AUTHORIZING THE 

GOVERNING BODY PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 10:4-15 TO EXCLUDE THE PUBLIC FROM THE 
NEXT PORTION OF THIS MEETING IN ORDER TO PERMIT THE GOVERNING BODY TO 
DISCUSS PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (b) (8) “A MATTER INVOLVING PUBLIC EMPLOYEES – 
BOROUGH ADMINISTRATOR INTERVIEWS”;  AND THAT THE ITEM UNDER DISCUSSION IN 
THE CLOSED MEETING WILL BE DISCLOSED TO THE PUBLIC AT THE CONCLUSION OF 
THE MATTER WHICH SHOULD BE WITHIN 4-8 WEEKS”(Information received from Councilman 
DiDio 9/28/16/Confirmed by Mayor Glidden) 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 28, 2016 - 7:30 P.M.   
 
 MOTIONS  
 
18. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES (Distributed 9/22/16) NO ABSTENTIONS:   
  a.      REGULAR MEETING HELD SEPTEMBER 14, 2016  

b.      WORK SESSION HELD SEPTEMBER 14, 2016  
 
19. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS NOT MADE AT 

THE REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/4/16: 
 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Treasurer No Appointment in 2015 _______________ 1 Year 31-Dec-16 

Board of Health     

Alternate No. 2 (Jeanne Baer) _______________ 2 Years 31-Dec-17 
 
  No appointments were made for the above noted offices. 
 
20.  MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING SALARIED APPOINTMENTS NOT MADE AT THE 

REORGANIZATION MEETING HELD 1/4/16:  
 

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRES 

Municipal Court     
Deputy Court 
Administrator No Appointment in 2015 _______________ 1 Year 31-Dec-16 

 
  No appointment was made for the above noted office. 
 
21. MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT TO IMPOSE A 9:00 P.M. 

CURFEW ON CABBAGE NIGHT, SUNDAY, 10/30/16, AND HALLOWEEN, MONDAY, 10/31/16 
(Received from Chief of Police 9/19/16) 

 
22. MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR BPOE #2304 CLOSTER LODGE, 148 RAILROAD 

AVENUE, CLOSTER, NJ 07624, TO CONDUCT INSTANT RAFFLES AT 148 RAILROAD AVENUE 
FROM 10/13/16 TO 8/24/17 AS FOLLOWS:  EVERY MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY FROM 3 P.M. 
TO 12 MIDNIGHT; EVERY SATURDAY FROM 12:01 A.M .TO 2 A.M. AND 12 P.M. TO 12 
MIDNIGHT; EVERY SUNDAY FROM 12:01 A.M .TO 2 A.M. AND 12 P.M. TO 10 P.M. (Completed 
Application filed and appropriate fees paid 9/20/16) 

 
23. REPORTS  
   
5b. VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA 
 
24.      OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)      
  (Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11) 
 

  Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden 
closed the meeting to the public.  

 
24a. Motion approving the following Closed Session Resolution at 9:05 p.m. was made by Councilwoman 

Amitai, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative 
vote of Councilpersons Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Stabile, Chung and Amitai.  

 
 OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant 

to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of the meeting in order to permit the 
governing body to discuss per N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(4) “A collective bargaining agreement”; N.J.S.A. 
10:4-12(b)(5), “A matter involving the expenditure of public funds for the purchase of real property”, and 
N.J.S.A. 10:4-12(b)(8) “A matter involving public employees – Borough Administrator interviews”; and 
that the items under discussion in the closed meeting would be disclosed to the public at the conclusion of 
the matters which should be within 8-12 weeks. 

 
25. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
  Mayor Glidden resumed the Regular Meeting at 10:55 p.m. 
 
  Mayor Glidden nominated Arthur (Braun) Dolson as Borough Administrator for the Borough of 

Closter.  
 
  Motion approving the nomination of Arthur (Braun) Dolson as Borough Administrator was made 

by Councilwoman Latner, seconded by Councilman Barad.  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 28, 2016 - 7:30 P.M.   
 
 BEFORE ROLL CALL VOTE: In answer to Councilman Di Dio, Borough Attorney advised that there 

is no automatic voting conflict. There was a concern by several Council members because Mr. Dolson 
acted as Treasurer or had supported a voluntary treasurer. He had discussions with both Council members 
and indicated that there was no financial relationship between the Council people and the individual. The 
individual did not give any individual Council member in excess of $300 which is in accordance with the 
Borough ordinance. Mr. Rogan voiced his opinion that there was no legal conflict. He informed if a 
Council person feels that they are compromised in some way or cannot be objective on a vote, then they 
have the right to abstain; but if they do not believe it would conflict them in terms of decision making, 
they can still exercise their free will. Abstention is an individual decision and he did not see any specific 
conflict. He added that if there was a business relationship with one of the candidates, that would be an 
automatic exclusion and that person would have to recuse himself or herself, but he was not hearing that 
or seeing that. As long as you are not in a business relationship, money has not been exchanged and you 
are not related under the definition of family under the Local Code of Ethics. The decision as to whether 
your vote is compromised is a personal one so there is no automatic bar. If you feel uncomfortable 
because of a personal relationship, you have the right to abstain from voting; but there is no legal conflict 
of interest based on what he has been told. Councilwoman Amitai said she felt it would be reverse 
discrimination if she could not vote.  

 
  Borough Attorney advised that the person should be voted upon and he asked that the start date 

be subject to availability of funds and that a resolution would be memorialized at the next meeting.  
 
 ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Barad – Yes; Councilwoman Latner - Yes, Councilman Di Dio voted 

Yes and stated that he did not feel there is any conflict of interest on his part and he felt comfortable 
voting for Arthur. He added that he did not feel there is any business relationship and he feels comfortable 
with what the Borough Attorney has stated; Councilman Stabile – Yes;  Councilwoman Chung – Yes; 
Councilwoman Amitai said she dittos what Councilman Di Dio said and also our Borough Attorney 
adding that we had a former Councilman, Erik Lenander, who was given the position of Borough 
Administrator and was with us for a number of years and did a wonderful job for us; and she felt totally 
comfortable and voted Yes for Arthur.  

 
  In answer to Councilman Di Dio who cited a salary offer of $80,000 for Mr. Dolson, Borough 

Attorney said there should be discussion on an annual salary and the start date based on the availability of 
funds.  

 
  Therefore, Motion approving a proposed annual salary for the Borough Administrator of $80,000, 

without health insurance, and the start date subject to the availability of funds was made by Councilman 
Di Dio, seconded by Councilwoman Latner. 

  
 BEFORE ROLL CALL VOTE: Councilman Stabile said there was discussion on a salary of $80,000 

for Administrator, $50,000 for a CMFO, $25,000 for QPA bringing a proposed salary of $140,000 to 
$150,000 which he felt was relatively comfortable and said the Finance Committee should meet on same.  

 Borough Attorney voiced his opinion that those numbers for CMFO and QPA were somewhat inflated. 
 
  Said motion was declared carried by Mayor Glidden upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons 

Barad, Latner, Di Dio, Stabile, Chung and Amitai. 
 
26. ADJOURNMENT   
 
  Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 11:10 p.m. was made by Councilman Barad, seconded 

by Councilwoman Latner and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden.  
 
         Provided to the Mayor and Council on 
         October 13, 2016 for approval at the 
         Regular Meeting to be held on 
         Monday, October 17, 2016 
 
 
 
         ____________________________ 
         Loretta Castano, RMC 
         Borough Clerk 
 
 Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC 
 utilizing recording and Borough Clerk’s 
 notes 
 
 Approved at the Regular Meeting held October 17, 2016 
 Consent Agenda Item No. 22a. 
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER 

  
WORK SESSION NOTES – SEPTEMBER 28, 2016 - 7:30 P.M. 
 

The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Work Session on Wednesday,  
September 28, 2016. Mayor Glidden called the meeting to order at 7:34 p.m. 

 
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

 Mayor Glidden invited all to join in the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT 
 

 This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of New 
Jersey, was included in the Notice of Meetings which was published in The Record and the Star Ledger on 
January 7, 2016, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained continuously posted as 
the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public 
and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.  

 
3. ROLL CALL 
  
 The following persons were present: 

Mayor John C. Glidden, Jr.  
Councilpersons David Barad, Alissa Latner, Robert Di Dio, Brian Stabile, Jannie Chung 
   And Victoria Amitai 
Borough Administrator, John Fry 
Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan 
Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano 
Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola 
Tax Collector/Temporary Chief Financial Officer, Maria Passafaro 
Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine 
Superintendent of Public Works, William Dahle, III 
 

 Also present in the audience: 
   Former Councilman Arthur Braun Dolson 

 
 Mayor Glidden announced that we won the Mayors Challenge race on Sunday by 3 minutes overall. He 
congratulated race members Councilwoman Alissa Latner, Councilman Brian Stabile and two fast residents. 
Councilman Stabile displayed a presentation from Haworth of an original print of the 1785 chair manufacturing 
facility. The chairs were transported by barge and sold on Canal Street in Manhattan.  
 
Mayor John Smart thanked “crafty” Mayor Glidden and expressed congratulations on behalf of the residents of 
Haworth for a great event. There was a great spirit of competition; and he presented a letter to Mayor Glidden to 
complete the presentation of an 1876 catalog of the Atlas of Bergen County. Mayor Glidden noted that the 
losing town must plant a tree in the winning town; and he would be discussing same with the Environmental 
Commission and other Commissions.  
 
 At this time, Mayor Glidden announced the swearing in of Patrolman Sanchez and Councilwoman 
Latner introduced Nelson Sanchez, who graduated from the Bergen County Police Academy in December 2015; 
and prior to that, received a degree in Sociology and two Masters Degrees in Counseling and Educational 
Technology. He has worked as a School Guidance Counselor in Hackensack as well as a substance abuse 
counselor in West Orange. He is bi-lingual and fluent in Spanish.  
 
 Mayor Glidden administered the Oath of Office to Nelson Sanchez as a patrolman in the Police 
Department of the Borough of Closter.  
 
 At this time, Mayor Glidden presented the Tri Town Team with a Certificate of Congratulations for 
North East Bergen All Stars championship.   
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – SEPTEMBER 28, 2016 – 7:30 P.M. 
 

a. PRESENTATION BY CONSTRUCTION OFFICIAL AND CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER RE 
COMMERCIAL CODE ENFORCEMENT (Requested by Administrator 9/14/16) 
 

 At 7:50 p.m. Construction Official, Gary Montroy, said we were asked to look at the downtown area to 
determine the best way of sprucing up the area behind the buildings primarily. He provided pictures of the areas 
in question depicting areas to be repainted, public and private parking lots that are deteriorating, overgrown 
areas, which DPW Superintendent advised that they were asked to leave the area alone after the Department had 
taken care of the area in the past. He also noted that the Department is limited by its manpower. Another picture 
depicted the garbage behind the Chinese Restaurant, the paint peeling off the rear of the Red Maple Restaurant 
and Wards. The South Parking Lot is the responsibility of the property owners and the Borough is responsible 
for the North Parking Lot. Both lots have pot holes which are pretty bad. Bushes and vegetation are growing all 
over the downtown. He cited the railroad tracks, which the company says is abandoned, thereby allowing the 
Borough to clean up the area. Borough Engineer said that only the right-of-way has been abandoned. The 
Department of Public Works is limited as to what they can accomplish.  
 
Mr. Montroy said there are two ways to address the matter and one of which is to strictly enforce the code which 
is doable but is less productive. He suggested establishing with the Chamber of Commerce a committee to 
review the clean up of these areas. The Chamber could talk to their members and address issues with the parking 
lots. The most expensive part is resurfacing the lots. All day parking by commuters has to be addressed with the 
Chamber. A relationship should be established with the Chamber and business owners. Closter Plaza should be 
ready within a month, which will impact businesses; and we should be more proactive to get things 
accomplished. Snow and ice removal from sidewalks must be addressed and he is more than willing to work 
with the Chamber and the business owners.  
 
 Mayor Glidden noted the difficulty of absentee landlords who must be advised that violations would be 
issued. He said he would like to form a committee on this matter. In answer to Councilman Stabile, Mr. Whitney 
said that the Borough is responsible for the maintenance of the North Parking Lot.  
He noted that two owners have come in to his office relative to renovating their buildings. He cited the imminent 
openings of Whole Foods, Target and Home Goods.  
 
 Councilman Barad said there must be a combination of fines and encouragement but the parking lots 
must be addressed. Councilman Di Dio expressed his agreement with Councilman Barad; and he cited his 
experiences with his summer home at the shore. Councilwoman Amitai asked if the Renaissance District has 
been given guidelines by the Historic Commission; and Mr. Montroy said he is not familiar with same.  
 
 It was also noted that the Sign Ordinance Committee was never appointed; and a clear ordinance must 
be adopted. Councilman Stabile expressed support with a committee that would work together to solve these 
problems. In answer to Councilman Di Dio, Superintendent of Public Works explained the work that had been 
done by his Department relative to clean up of the postage stamp area; and the Borough Attorney explained 
about the easement allowing the Borough to provide maintenance such as snow removal.   
 

4. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS 
 

a. MAIL LIST OF SEPTEMBER 15, 2016 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished 
to address any matter or provide any comments. No one wished to remove any item for discussion. 

  
b. MAIL LIST OF SEPTEMBER 22, 2016 – Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished 
to address any matter or provide any comments. Item No. 1b was removed by Councilwoman Latner; Item No. 
2c was removed by Councilman Stabile; Item No. 5 was removed by Councilman Barad.  

 
Item No. 1b: Received 09/20/16, Dated 09/20/16 from Michael J. Darcy, CAE, Executive Director, NJS League 
of Municipalities re Daily Update re US Department of Homeland Security and NJ Office of Homeland Security 
and Preparedness resources and links (Copy to Chief Kaine, OEM Coordinator)  
 Councilwoman Latner said she wanted to bring this item to their attention because Closter has done all 
four (4) of the recommended actions on their preparedness list this week; and to see that what we are capable of 
is very impressive.      
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – SEPTEMBER 28, 2016 – 7:30 P.M. 
 

Item No. 2c: Received 09/20/16, Dated 09/20/16 from egg@dca.state.nj.us to lcastano@closternj.us re 
CY2016/SFY2017 Municipal Best Practices & Local Finance Notice LFN 2016-13 Completed inventory due 
by 10/21/16 (Copy to Temporary CFO) 
 Councilman Stabile noted he is aware that the Borough is not subject to losing 100% of State Aid but 
wanted to confirm we are on track to meet the deadline. Mr. Fry affirmed same and said we are not subject to 
CMPTRA; and we are close to achieving the minimum score. There are certain things that we can’t move this 
year such as no longer giving sick pay or longevity. There are other things that we can address; and he believes 
our score will be about 25-20 when we are done. He explained the Division decides what their issues of the year 
are; and they are not common practice in most municipalities, so this is designed to motivate them to do it. 
Borough Clerk added it is the Municipal Clerk’s responsibility to certify the governing body has reviewed the 
inventory and that it is sent to the State. She informed that due to the submission deadline of 10/21/16 , this item 
will be on the Agenda for the first meeting to be held in October on Monday, 10/17/16.  Mr. Fry noted another 
big change is that you can no longer answer “prospective” to any question. 
 
Item No. 5: Received 09/19/16, Dated 09/19/16 from Michelle Damiani, Manager – Public Affairs, Rockland 
Electric Company, to Municipal Clerks re Protection Against Utility Imposters: Utility Worker Verification 
Program; requesting this information be shared on municipal website, social media, e-mails and newsletters and 
requesting response (Copy to Chief Kaine, Bill Brewster) 
 Councilman Barad noted Orange and Rockland requested that we publicize this notice regarding Utility 
Worker Verification where they will provide you with a number when a worker is scheduled to visit your home; 
and when the worker arrives, they provide you with this number. If you have not received such a call or the 
individual cannot provide you with that number, you are advised not to let that person into your home. In 
response to Mayor Glidden’s inquiry, Chief Kaine informed there have been no related incidents in Closter in 
the past 10 years. 
 

5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FROM REGULAR MEETING 
 (Refer to Regular Meeting Agenda of September 28, 2016) 
 
  Mayor Glidden asked if any member of the Council wished to remove any item for discussion or 
 clarification.  
 

Councilwoman Amitai referred to the following Resolutions:  
 
11. RESOLUTION ENDORSING 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT 

APPLICATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $6,000.00 FOR THE SENIOR CENTER TO ENHANCE THE 
QUALITY OF PROGRAMS AVAILABLE TO THE SENIOR POPULATION IN THE BOROUGH OF 
CLOSTER (This Resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is intended solely 
to expedite the expenditure of the CDBG Funds) Received from Administrator’s Office 9/20/16 

 
12. RESOLUTION ENDORSING 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT 

APPLICATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,000.00 FOR THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO ENTER INTO 
AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT WITH THE BOROUGH OF HAWORTH AS LEAD AGENCY FOR 
SENIOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR THE SENIOR AND DISABLED POPULATION IN THE 
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (This Resolution does not obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is 
intended solely to expedite the expenditure of the CDBG Funds) Received from Administrator’s Office 9/20/16 
 

13. RESOLUTION ENDORSING 2017 BERGEN COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT GRANT 
APPLICATION IN THE AMOUNT OF $9,000.00 FOR SENIOR TRANSPORTATION SERVICES FOR THE 
SENIOR AND DISABLED POPULATION IN THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER (This Resolution does not 
obligate the financial resources of the municipality and is intended solely to expedite the expenditure of the 
CDBG Funds) Received from Administrator’s Office 9/20/16 
 

She asked, if and when received, how would we be able to use these services for the Seniors.  Borough 
Administrator advised the grant funds would be utilized for activities at the Senior Center and a transportation 
grant, which is to be done as a shared service with Haworth who owns the van.  He, Leslie and the Mayor had a 
meeting with the Mayor and Clerk/Administrator of Harrington Park regarding their going along with Haworth 
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – SEPTEMBER 28, 2016 – 7:30 P.M. 
 

in their use of the van to set up a meeting to discuss utilizing the van and helping us with the grant funds for this 
year.  For next year, we are asking for more, which, if approved, would make it a bigger program.  In response 
to Ms. Amitai’s inquiry, no one was aware of there being a transportation service available with the Northvale 
Senior Center although she said former Mayor Heymann had informed her of her understanding that there was. 
 

Councilman Stabile referred to the following item: 
 
17. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING FUNDS FOR STRIPING OF HOMANS AVENUE AND FOR  

A TRAFFIC COUNT AT PIERMONT ROAD AND VERVALEN STREET (Received from Temporary Chief 
Financial Officer 9/21/16)  
 
 In answer to Councilman Stabile, Borough Engineer advised that crosswalks have been included 
on Homans Avenue from Herbert Avenue to the school.  

 
6. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
        

A.         FINANCE AND TECHNOLOGY - STABILE (BARAD/DI DIO)  
  1) REPORT RE CLOSTER WEBSITE – No report. 
  2) REPORT – Councilman Stabile reported we are moving along with the Capital Budget and 
authorizing those expenditures in the amount of $1,733,000. We are happy to finally be moving that along and 
he thanked Mr. Fry and Ms. Passafaro for their assistance with this.    
  
 Mr. Stabile noted there are some minor glitches regarding technology from the lightning strike but at 
least everyone is able to work with access to our IT structure. 
              
B.  PUBLIC SAFETY - LATNER (DI DIO/CHUNG) 
 1) REPORT – Councilwoman Latner wanted to bring up the ordinance that was changed 
previously to remind all that we would need to change it again before the end of the year. With everything that 
has been going on, she didn’t want to lose sight of it. She mentioned earlier that there was an active shooter 
training yesterday; and she was incredibly impressed seeing all of the preparation and training involved. All of 
the Ambulance Corps workers were in attendance; and they will be making a request for vests and hats because 
they were behind the police during the drill but have no protection while trying to save others. Councilman 
Stabile explained the request will be for ballistic grade bulletproof vests and helmets. He said in these types of 
drills, the police are the first line; and EMS follows right behind to perform life-saving measures on the victim 
and then transport them back to safety. At this time, our police have this equipment but EMS does not have any. 
Councilman Barad voiced his opinion that there is no need to outfit the entire squad; and Mr. Stabile said they 
were provided a number of 8-10 but agreed with Dr. Barad’s sentiments.  
 
 Councilwoman Latner asked Chief Kaine if the electronic sign could be programmed to remind 
everyone to vote and have it placed in the downtown area; and he had no objection to same. Mrs. Latner referred 
to the closure of the train tracks at Old Hook Road and said it is going to be quite a mess; but noted we have the 
information on our Facebook page and Twitter in addition to the Borough website. Mayor Glidden said he 
would include this information in his Newsletter. 
 
 Mrs. Latner was pleased to report the Northern Valley Regional High School additions are mostly 
complete; and so far, everything that has been done under the Referendum has come in about $2million under 
budget; but that does not include the second phase of work. Goals have been set; and there are a lot of terrific 
programs added and expanded. 
 
 Councilwoman Later reported that Fire Chief Pierro informed that the air truck will need to be replaced 
down the road; and she wanted to mention it because it is having transmission issues. She affirmed this is a 
shared services (mutual aid) vehicle; therefore, if it affects us, it will affect the other municipalities. 
 
 Mrs. Latner reported the Library Board met and she said a bench with a plaque and sculptures have 
been donated. Cablevision will be rewiring the internet service so it will become an Optimum Hot Spot and get 
better service. Janet Fleck retired so there is a new adult services reference librarian who started. Many programs  
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CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORK SESSION NOTES – SEPTEMBER 28, 2016 – 7:30 P.M. 
 
6. COMMITTEE REPORTS (Continued) 

 
B.  PUBLIC SAFETY - LATNER (DI DIO/CHUNG) (Continued) 
 
this summer were attended; and there are a lot of things our Library does. She was pleased the Chief met with 
the Library Board to address the disciplinary problems they’ve had for years; and thanked him for having an 
officer stationed from 3:30 p.m. to 3:45 p.m. to alleviate that. She reported Trustee Tom Golodik attended a 
conference where he learned about Emergency Preparedness. He requested to get in touch with Lt. Winters to 
discuss the role of the Library going forward once the generator is installed; and if there are any services the 
Library could expand to offer. Mr. Fry said it is underway but that is the one that requires something special 
done to it; so he is unsure of the completion date; but he is certain the project has been started. 
    
C. PUBLIC WORKS - CHUNG (LATNER/STABILE)  
 1) REPORT – Councilwoman Chung informed she had a Teamsters update to be provided in 
Closed Session. 
        
D. ORDINANCES - BARAD (CHUNG/AMITAI) 
 1) REPORT RE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE MEETINGS – Councilman Barad referred to 
discussions on the puppy mills ordinance and mentioned there will be a Petco coming to the Plaza. There are 
several options they are still reviewing relative to this matter, but it is difficult to enforce under certain terms. 
The Committee is also looking at the Borough Administrator ordinance received from the HR Committee; and 
although it looks to be thorough and well written, they think it may be a little too large to be put into an 
ordinance. They felt an option was to put it as a job description and highlight key elements in the ordinance and 
refer to the job description. Regarding Air BNB, Councilwoman Amitai found a sample ordinance Hackensack 
had adopted that would restrict the temporary rental for a period of longer than 30 days; and it is another thing 
that becomes difficult to enforce.  
 2) REPORT – Councilman Barad reported the Ambulance Corps will hold their Installation 
Dinner in February and they are getting details together for us to approve. We expect delivery of the new 
ambulance in October. 
 Dr. Barad reported the Shade Tree Commission has been dealing with a few issues, such as most of the 
trees in the downtown area are outgrowing and breaking the sidewalk and the metal grates surrounding them. 
One of the metal grates has been removed and a cement collar has been placed in there; and this needs to be 
corrected. It was suggested that this is also something we may be able to cooperate with the Chamber of 
Commerce on where we could do the grates and they could do the bricks. Mayor Glidden voiced his opinion that 
is a great idea. 
 
 At this time, the Mayor asked Dr. Barad to request from the Commission at their next meeting for a 
suggested location to plant the tree from Haworth and the type of tree.  
 
 Councilman Barad reported there are several vacancies on the Commission as Pat Ix has been unable to 
serve; and they would like John Kashwick to fill the unexpired term.  
 
E.          HUMAN RESOURCES - DI DIO (CHUNG/LATNER) 
 1) REPORT RE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETINGS – Councilman Di Dio thanked the 
Ordinance Committee for looking into the Air BNB situation; and he said he hopes they continue to review 
same. He also thanked them for reviewing the duties of the Administrator he forwarded to them. He thinks these 
duties are appropriate for the Borough of Closter. 
 In regards to the public schools, everything from opening day has been running smoothly. The Board of 
Education search committee is currently conducting second round interviews for a Principal.  
 
 Councilman Di Dio thanked Councilpersons Latner and Chung for their time in the search for 
Administrator. He noted they received 30 resumes and it took a lot more time than they anticipated; but they will 
be presenting their final candidates who will speak briefly on their resume and qualifications this evening in 
Closed Session. 
 2) REPORT  
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6. COMMITTEE REPORTS (Continued) 

 
F. LAND USE AND CONSTRUCTION - AMITAI (BARAD/STABILE) 
 1) REPORT – Councilwoman Amitai reported the Planning Board cancelled their meeting this 
Thursday because the applicant withdrew their application. The subcommittee will meet shortly regarding 
COAH and report back to the Board. 
 
 Mrs. Amitai was unable to attend the last Improvement Commission meeting but they will be going 
forward with a Christmas holiday tree lighting service. They have been discussing the bows on the wreaths that 
are hung downtown because they need to be replaced eventually; and it brought up what would happen 
regarding the new lamp posts at the Plaza and who would be responsible for same. They are holding the issue in 
abeyance to see if they can get an answer because the holidays are right around the corner. 

 
7. OLD BUSINESS    
           

a. BOROUGH HALL PARKING LOT (Discussed at WS 8/10/16/WS 9/14/16) 
 

b. LUSTRON HOUSE (Discussed at WS 8/10/16/ WS 8/24/16/WS 9/14/16) – Borough Administrator 
said he had been in contact with Tim Adriance relative to the installation of the gas utility. Borough Attorney 
said he had a meeting with representatives of the Historic Preservation Commission; 
the RFQ has been completed and can be published before the next meeting.  

 
In answer to Councilwoman Chung relative to an update on the announcer’s booth at Memorial Field, 

Borough Administrator advised that same is not quite complete. It has been quoted and the quote is under 
$40,000; but there is a question if same is under prevailing wage. Jim Oettinger is checking on this matter. The 
booth is funded under 2015 Capital.  

 
Relative to the County Clerk Satellite Office, Councilwoman Chung advised that same will be open 

from October 25th to October 27th at the Library from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  The County Clerk will provide fliers.  
She expects a good turnout.  The County will provide the necessary insurance certificates.  

 
 
Councilwoman Amitai referred to honoring Mary Mayer and said the Nature Center has offered to hold 

the event at the Center and it will be hosted by the Mayor and Council. Jim Lager has created a gift to be framed. 
The event will be held on October 23rd at 3 p.m. She asked that same be announced in the Mayor’s Newsletter.  

 
Borough Administrator announced that the Northern New Jersey Community Foundation and the 

National Center for Creative Place Making are available to meet with the full Council on October 26th about the 
narrow alleyway off Closter Dock Road. No objections were expressed by Council members. 

 
8. NEW BUSINESS 
  

 Councilman Di Dio called attention to the blue tie he was wearing and explained it was in support of all 
law enforcement personnel. He said there is a national trend throughout the United States where towns are 
painting a blue line down a main street; and he recommended that the Borough consider doing so. Mr. DiDio 
noted that the County Executive is approving the blue line on County roads and suggested that the line be 
painted from the Police Department to the park.  He named other Bergen County towns that are participating.  
Councilwoman Amitai also suggested the line be painted on Vervalen Street as well. Councilman Stabile voiced 
his respect for the police but explained he did not feel we should be painting a blue line down our street and 
provided the reasons for his opinion. Councilman Di Dio said he has the right to disagree but it was his view that 
it is representing support. 
 
 Mayor Glidden said that this matter should be placed on the Agenda for the next meeting for an open 
discussion.  
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9. OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER PER NJSA 10:4-12(A) SUBJECT TO A 

5-MINUTE LIMIT (PER GENERAL RULE NUMBER 11) EXCEPT FOR ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR 
PUBLIC HEARING AT THE REGULAR MEETING 
 
 Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden closed 
the meeting to the public. 
 

10. DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS, IF APPROPRIATE 
 
  Mayor Glidden opened the meeting to the public.  No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Glidden 
 closed the meeting to the public. 
 
11. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
  Motion to adjourn the Work Session at 8:55 p.m. was made by Councilman Di Dio, seconded by 
 Councilman Stabile and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Glidden. 

 
        Provided to the Mayor and Council  

on October 13, 2016 for approval at the 
        Regular Meeting to be held Monday, 
        October 17, 2016 
 
 
        ____________________________ 
        Loretta Castano, RMC 
        Borough Clerk  
Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC  
and Arlene M. Corvelli, RMC 

 utilizing recording and Borough Clerk’s  
 notes    
 
 Approved at the Regular Meeting held October 17, 2016 
 Consent Agenda Item No. 22b. 
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