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MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES – MARCH 26, 2014 - 7:30 P.M.

The Mayor and Council of the Borough of Closter held a Regular Meeting at Borough Hall on
Wednesday, March 26, 2014. Mayor Heymann called the meeting to order at 7:32 p.m.

At this time, Mayor Heymann explained she would be deviating from the Agenda.  She invited all
to join her in the PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE.

1. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT

This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings Act of the State of
New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which published in The Record and the Star
Ledger on January 6, 2014, was posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained
continuously posted as the required notices under the Statute.  In addition, a copy of the notice is and has
been available to the public and is on file in the office of the Municipal Clerk.

2. ROLL CALL

The following persons were present:
Mayor Sophie Heymann
Councilpersons John C. Glidden, Jr., Alissa Latner, John Kashwick, David Barad (7:35 p.m.),

and Arthur Dolson
Borough Administrator, Richard Sheola
Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan
Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola
Deputy Borough Clerk, Arlene M. Corvelli
Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine
Police Lieutenant, James B. Winters

The following persons were absent:
Councilwoman Victoria Amitai
Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano

3. SWEARING IN OF KEITH DOMBKOWSKI AS PROBATIONARY PATROLMAN
(Requested by Chief Kaine 3/20/14)

Councilman Glidden introduced Keith Dombkowski as the most recent Patrolman, effective
April 1, 2014 and informed as follows: He was raised in Dumont, attended Dumont High School, then
Johnson & Wales University receiving an Associates Degree in Criminal Justice, and Montclair State
University, where he received a BS Degree in Criminal Justice. He worked as a Police Dispatcher for the
Borough of Dumont and as a police officer for New Jersey Transit where he received numerous awards
and citations.
RESOLUTION MEMORIALIZING APPOINTMENT TO BE PREPARED BY BOROUGH
ATTORNEY FOR RM AGENDA OF 4/9/14

Mayor Heymann administered the Oath of Office to Patrolman Dombkowski and the public
offered a round of applause.

The Regular Meeting was adjourned to the Work Session at 7:40 p.m.
Mayor Heymann resumed the Regular Meeting at 8:26 p.m.

4. POSSIBLE MAYORAL APPOINTMENT OF ______________________________________
AS CLASS IV MEMBER OF THE PLANNING BOARD FOR A 4-YEAR UNEXPIRED TERM
(LIGNOS) TO 12/31/17 (5. M.L. 2/27/14)

5a. VOTE ON CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS

Motion to approve the Consent Agenda minus Item Nos. 6, 7, 9, 15, 16, 16a, 17 and 18 was made
by Councilman Glidden, seconded by Councilman Kashwick and declared carried by Mayor Heymann
upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Glidden, Latner, Kashwick, Barad and Dolson.

ORDINANCES

6. INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING AND ADOPTION –
4/23/14 @8 P.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY BE HEARD:
BOND ORDINANCE NO. 2014:1162, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER, IN
THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE REPAIR OF EXTERIOR
WALLS AND REPLACEMENT OF ROOF AT BOROUGH HALL OF THE BOROUGH OF
CLOSTER AND APPROPRIATING $650,000 THEREFOR, AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE
OF $617,500 IN BONDS OR NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO FINANCE THE SAME”
(Received from Bond Counsel 3/19/14)
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RESOLUTIONS

7. RESOLUTION CANCELLING CAPITAL ORDINANCE BALANCES TO OPEN SPACE TRUST
FUND (ORDINANCE NO. 2013:1143 IN THE AMOUNT OF $180,000 IN PART TO FUND REPAIRS
TO BOROUGH HALL) Received from Administrator 3/17/14)

8. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ATTORNEY TO PREPARE THE NOTICE TO
BIDDERS AND BID PACKAGE AND AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH CLERK TO ADVERTISE
FOR BIDS FOR SOLID WASTE TRANSFER SERVICES (Received from Borough Attorney 3/18/14)

9. RESOLUTION APPROVING BIDDING FOR THE BOROUGH HALL EXTERIOR RENOVATIONS
AND ROOF REPLACEMENT (Received from Administrator 3/18/14)

10. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO ISSUE A REFUND CHECK IN THE
AMOUNT OF $6,564.05 TO CORE LOGIC FOR BLOCK 2401, LOT 41, 128 O’SHAUGHNESSY LANE,
DUE TO A 4TH QUARTER 2013 DUPLICATE TAX PAYMENT (Received from Tax Collector  3/18/14)

11. TRANSFER RESOLUTION NO. 7 (Received from Temporary CFO 3/18/14)

12. RESOLUTION AMENDING TEMPORARY BUDGET APPROPRIATIONS FOR 2014
(Received from Temporary CFO 3/18/14)

13. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO ISSUE A REFUND CHECK IN THE
AMOUNT OF $200.00 TO ADAM BRISMAN, DMD, 363 HARDENBURGH AVE., DEMAREST,
NJ, FOR ZONING APPLICATION FILED WITH THE ZONING OFFICER FOR CONSTRUCTION
AT 1 RUCKMAN ROAD, WHICH HAS BEEN WITHDRAWN AS OF 3/3/14 (Received from Deputy
Treasurer 3/18/14)

14. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING DEPUTY TREASURER TO ISSUE A REFUND CHECK IN THE
AMOUNT OF $45,258.47 AND ISSUE A RETURN OF PREMIUM FROM ESCROW IN THE
AMOUNT OF $8,100.00 TO US BANK CUST FOR PRO CAPITAL I, LLC FOR THE REDEMPTION
OF TAX SALE CERTIFICATE #12-00005 FOR PROPERTY LOCATED AT 14 MACARTHUR
AVENUE, BLOCK 2210, LOT 3, SOLD AT THE MUNICIPAL TAX SALE HELD ON 6/28/12 FOR
2011 DELINQUENT TAXES (Received from Tax Collector 3/19/14)

15. RESOLUTION APPROVING PERSON-TO-PERSON TRANSFER OF PLENARY RETAIL
CONSUMPTION LICENSE NO.  0207-33-009-000-012 FROM JBS MACK, LLC, D/B/A CASK 171
TO QUEEN ANNE WINE EXCHANGE, INC. (Notice of Application for Transfer was published in
The Record on 2/27/14 and 3/6/14) Adjourned from RM 3/12/14 by Borough Attorney

This resolution was removed from the Consent Agenda by the Borough Attorney.

16. RESOLUTION RE TEMPORARY CAPITAL BUDGET (Received from Auditor 3/20/14)

16a. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EMERGENCY TEMPORARY APPROPRIATIONS (Received from
Temporary CFO 3/24/14/Prepared by Auditor)

At this time, Borough Administrator voiced his opinion that Item Nos. 16 and 16a. were one and
the same.

MOTIONS

17. POSSIBLE MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING APPOINTMENT(S) OF SALARIED
EMPLOYEES FOR A 1 YEAR TERM TO 12/31/14 (NOT MADE AT THE REORGANIZATION
MEETING HELD 1/2/14):

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE
DEPUTY COURT ADMINISTRATOR Vacant _______________
P/T CLERICAL (RECREATION) Gina Ferraro _______________

18. POSSIBLE MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NON-SALARIED APPOINTMENTS:

OFFICE INCUMBENT APPOINTEE TERM EXPIRATION
BOARD OF HEALTH 2 Years Unexp. (Pierro)

Alternate No. 1 Janice Pierro ________________ to 12/31/14
(Janice Pierro reappointed to Member at RM 1/22/14)

IMPROVEMENT
COMMISSION

Not made at ReOrg 1/2/14:
2 Years Unexp. (Vacant)

Member Vacant ________________ to 12/31/14
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19. MOTION APPROVING THE FOLLOWING MINUTES:
a. SPECIAL MEETING HELD 3/6/14 (Distributed 3/14/14) ABSTENTIONS: DOLSON/AMITAI
b. REGULAR MEETING HELD 3/12/14 (Distributed 3/21/14) ABSTENTION: DOLSON
c. WORK SESSION HELD 3/12/14 (Distributed 3/21/14) ABSTENTION: DOLSON

20. MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR ISSUANCE BY POLICE DEPARTMENT OF THE
FOLLOWING HAWKERS AND PEDDLERS LICENSE FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2014 PER
BOROUGH CODE CH. 127 (Received from Chief of Police 3/10/14):

PERMIT NO 2014-03 – NYSL PROMOTIONS, RYAN C. LEAMAN, 48 ROOSEVELT AVENUE,
LAKE HIAWATHA, NJ 07034 FOR EXTERIOR HOME REMODELING

21. MOTION GRANTING APPROVAL FOR JACK IN THE BOX, CLOSTER, TO USE THE
MUNICIPAL BUILDING PARKING LOT PREMISES AT 295 CLOSTER DOCK ROAD AS THE
SITE TO CONDUCT THEIR 4th ANNUAL TRIKE-A-THON FUNDRAISER TO BENEFIT
RESEARCH FOR AUTISM, ON SATURDAY, 5/31/14, FROM 10:00 A.M. TO 11:30 A.M.; GROUP
PICTURE TO BE TAKEN AT 11:00 A.M.; RAIN DATE:  SUNDAY, 6/1/14 (Approval received from
Risk Management Consultant 3/20/14)

22. REPORTS

a. CHIEF OF POLICE – FEBRUARY 2014 (Received 3/10/14)

5b. VOTE ON ITEMS REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA

At this time, there was discussion regarding the following items which were removed from the
Consent Agenda for separate consideration and vote: Item Nos. 6, 7, 9, 16 and 16a.

Mayor Heymann emphasized that going for the bonding now would be costing the Borough
additional unnecessary money which is what she wanted to have placed on the record.

In response to Mr. Kashwick’s inquiry as to the cost of the bonding; the Mayor deferred to Mr.
Glidden who explained it would cost approximately $4,000.  Mr. Sheola clarified as follows:  the cost of
the Bond Counsel would be between $1,000 and $1,500.  The Supplemental Debt Statement from the
Auditor would cost $500, our borrowing costs, closing would be a couple of bucks and we would
probably borrow at less than 1%. He agreed with Mr. Glidden that it would fall between $4,000 and
$5,000.

Dr. Barad questioned if we introduce the Bond Ordinance today, which will not have public
hearing until April 23, would we possibly have more information by that date. Mayor Heymann
explained that unfortunately the Planning Board Meeting will not take place until April 24, which is too
late.

In response to Councilman Barad’s inquiry whether Item Nos. 16 and 16a. were the same, Mr.
Sheola explained as follows:  one amends the Temporary Capital Budget (Item No.16) and one, whose
wording he does not like the language, authorizes the funding right away.  He does not know where it
came from, but if Bond Counsel or the Auditor authorized it, he won’t question it.  He agreed with Dr.
Barad who stated it was a whole web.  In response to Mr. Sheola’s request, Deputy Borough Clerk
informed that Item No. 16a was prepared by our Borough Auditor who advised it was required in addition
to the Temporary Capital Budget.

At this time, Mr. Glidden clarified that the following items were tied together:  Item Nos. 6, 7, 9,
16 and 16a.  Therefore he made the following motion:

Motion of approval for the above noted Consent Agenda items was made by Councilman
Glidden, seconded by Councilman Dolson and declared carried by Mayor Heymann upon the affirmative
vote of Councilpersons Glidden, Latner, Kashwick, Barad and Dolson.

23. OPEN MEETING TO PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER, PER N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (a)
(Subject to 5-minute limit per By-Laws General Rule No.11)

Mayor Heymann opened the meeting to the public. No one wishing to be heard, Mayor Heymann
closed the meeting to the public.

24. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE GOVERNING BODY

In response to the Borough Administrator’s inquiry regarding mosquito spraying, as discussed in
the Work Session, the members of the governing body were in accord for Mr. Sheola to respond to the
Bergen County DPW Mosquito Control Division regarding approval for 2014 Mosquito Season spraying
by the deadline of 3/31/14 (6. M.L. 3/6/14).
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24a. Motion to approve a Resolution to forward the Nomination Report of the Closter Historic
Preservation Commission dated January 2014 for the Closter Borough Hall designation (5. M.L. 3/20/14)
was made by Councilman Kashwick, seconded by Councilman Barad and declared carried by Mayor
Heymann upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Glidden, Latner, Kashwick, Barad and Dolson.
MEMORIALIZING RESOLUTION TO BE PREPARED BY THE BOROUGH ATTORNEY FOR THE
REGULAR MEETING TO BE HELD 4/9/14

24b. Motion approving the following Closed Session Resolution at 8:35 p.m. was made by
Councilman Kashwick, seconded by Councilman Glidden and declared carried by Mayor Heymann
upon the affirmative vote of Councilpersons Glidden, Latner, Kashwick, Barad and Dolson:

OMNIBUS OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT RESOLUTION authorizing the governing body pursuant
to N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 to exclude the public from the next portion of the meeting in order to permit the
governing body to discuss per N.J.S.A. 10:4-12 (b)(7)”A matter falling within the attorney-client
privilege; and that the item under discussion in the closed meeting would be disclosed to the public at the
conclusion of the matter which should be within 4 weeks.

The Regular Meeting was resumed at 8:45 p.m.

25. ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:48 p.m. was made by Councilwoman Latner,
seconded by Councilman Glidden and declared unanimously carried by Mayor Heymann.

Provided to the Mayor and Council on
April 4, 2014 for approval at the
Regular Meeting to be held
April 9, 2014

_______________________________
Loretta Castano, RMC
Borough Clerk

Prepared by Carol A. Kroepke, RMC, and
Loretta Castano, RMC, utilizing recording
and Deputy Borough Clerk’s notes

Approved at the Regular Meeting held April 9, 2014
Consent Agenda Item No. 22a
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MAYOR AND COUNCIL
BOROUGH OF CLOSTER

WORK SESSION NOTES – MARCH 26, 2014 - 7:30 P.M.

Mayor Heymann started in the Regular Meeting to address Item No. 3 swearing in a
Probationary Patrolman. Mayor Heymann called the Work Session to order at 7:40 p.m.

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Pledge of Allegiance was performed during the Regular Meeting.

2. PROVISIONS OF OPEN PUBLIC MEETINGS ACT STATEMENT

This meeting is called pursuant to the provisions of the Open Public Meetings
Act of the State of New Jersey, was included in the Annual Notice of Meetings which was
published in The Record and the Star Ledger on January 6, 2014, was posted on the Municipal
Clerk’s bulletin board and has remained continuously posted as the required notices under the
Statute. In addition, a copy of the notice is and has been available to the public and is on file in
the office of the Municipal Clerk.

3. ROLL CALL

Those present were as follows:
Mayor Sophie Heymann
Councilpersons John C. Glidden, Jr., Alissa Latner, John Kashwick, David Barad

and Arthur Dolson
Borough Administrator, Richard Sheola
Borough Attorney, Edward T. Rogan
Deputy Borough Clerk, Arlene M. Corvelli
Borough Engineer, Nick DeNicola
Chief of Police, Dennis Kaine

The following persons were absent:
Councilwoman Victoria Amitai
Borough Clerk, Loretta Castano

4. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF COMMUNICATION ITEMS

a. MAIL LIST OF MARCH 13, 2014 - Mayor Heymann asked if any member of the Council
wished to address any matter or provide any comments. Item No. 6 was removed by Councilman
Dolson.

Item No. 6: Received 03/07/14, dated No Date from Elliot W. Urdang, Esq., Attorney for
Applicant, to Borough Clerk re Notice of Zoning Board of Adjustment Hearing scheduled to be
held 3/19/14 @ 8 pm re the application of Isaac Ben-Avraham, for 515 Piermont Road, Block
1605, Lot 7, presently known as Trautwein Farms for continued farming and the construction of a
new building to house a 40-seat restaurant and retail facility

Councilman Dolson wished to make all aware that this notice was sent prematurely as
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there was no hearing; it was a review for application completeness only. He said a lot of people
were disappointed there wasn’t a hearing on this date but were informed the public hearing on the
application would take place next month.

b. MAIL LIST OF MARCH 20, 2014 - Mayor Heymann asked if any member of the Council
wished to address any matter or provide any comments. Item Nos. 2 and 5 were removed by
Councilman Kashwick.

Item No. 2: Received 0/14/14, dated 03/13/14 from Lorraine L. McMackin, RMC, CMC, Borough
Clerk/Administrator, Borough of Norwood re Announcing Norwood will host the first Northern
Valley Earth Fair on Saturday, 4/26/14, and requesting each participating municipality to
participate in and sponsor the event – requesting Closter contribute $250.00 as a Silver Sponsor

Councilman Kashwick informed the Environmental Commission was made aware of the
event previously, therefore the $250.00 is already included in their budget this year for same.

Item No. 6: Received 03/20/14 Hand del’d by Mayor, dated 03/17/14 from Tim Adriance, Chair,
Closter Historic Preservation Commission re Historic Preservation Commission Hearing Report re
Nomination of Closter Borough Hall, Block 1309, Lot 3, to historic landmark status; Copy of
Resolution in favor of nominations; Closter Borough Hall Nomination Report attached (see also
10. M.L. 1/10/14) Copy to Rose Mitchell

Councilman Kashwick requested the Council vote to refer the historic nomination to the
Planning Board this evening. Borough Attorney agreed and advised same could be considered
during the regular meeting.

5. REVIEW AND DISCUSSION OF CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS FROM REGULAR MEETING
(Refer to Regular Meeting Agenda of March 26, 2014)

Mayor Heymann referred to Item Nos. 6, 7, 16 and 16a, which had not been included on
the Agenda but was before the governing body now and informed she would be removing said
items from the Consent Agenda.

ORDINANCES

6. INTRODUCTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES – PUBLIC HEARING AND
ADOPTION – 4/23/14 @8 P.M. OR AS SOON THEREAFTER AS THE MATTER MAY
BE HEARD:

BOND ORDINANCE NO. 2014:1162, “AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOROUGH OF
CLOSTER, IN THE COUNTY OF BERGEN, NEW JERSEY, PROVIDING FOR THE
REPAIR OF EXTERIOR WALLS AND REPLACEMENT OF ROOF AT BOROUGH
HALL OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER AND APPROPRIATING $650,000
THEREFOR, AND PROVIDING FOR THE ISSUANCE OF $617,500 IN BONDS OR
NOTES OF THE BOROUGH OF CLOSTER TO FINANCE THE SAME” (Received
from Bond Counsel 3/19/14)

Mayor Heymann said we would approve sending historic designation of the Borough Hall
to the Planning Board and authorizing the bid preparation.  The Planning Board will consider the
nomination; and if approved, the Mayor and Council can take the appropriate action at the Regular
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Meeting of May 14, 2014, which would include introduction of an ordinance to provide Open
Space Grant for Borough Hall, rather than a bond to fund the proposal, with adoption scheduled
for June 11, 2014 as well as award of the bid for the project.

In response to Councilman Kashwick’s request, Borough Attorney said this would be a
policy decision by the governing body; and until the building is designated historic, the Open
Space funds cannot be used. Whether it is prudent to advertise or go out to bid before Planning
Board action and public input is also a Council decision. Councilman Barad noted that the
proposed timetable is dependent on other actions being taken by the Planning Board; and Mayor
Heymann said that she is trying to expedite the matter noting that the Planning Board has already
looked at the plans. Councilman Dolson felt it would be prudent to go forward with considering
the introduction of the ordinance in light of the fact that we are not sure what will happen down
the road with the approvals. Some approvals take extra time as well as delays in construction; and
we should not take a chance delaying same any longer going forward with the introduction of the
ordinance if we have a means to complete the project expeditiously. To that, paying the bond over
a period of years would keep the Open Space Fund in a positive light and not exhaust all the
dollars that are presently there but will also be replenished with annual tax collections. Mayor
Heymann noted that the difference between the two proposals is one month but there is a cost
difference of the $32,000 for the down payment in proceeding with the bond ordinance. The use of
the Open Space Fund would not be an extra burden on the taxpayers. Councilman Glidden noted
that the $32,000 down payment would be spent anyway no matter which funding process is used.
There has been agreement to expend $617,000 to fund the project. Councilman Dolson said it can
be repaid at another time out of the Open Space funds should the building become designated as
historic. Councilman Barad supported funding through the bond ordinance.

Borough Administrator explained the use of the Open Space funds as a revenue source to
pay the debt incurred to repair the building. He suggested taking it as a 10-year straight line
meaning $65,000 a year from Open Space for 10 years as a revenue in the budget to pay the
$650,000 debt. In response to Mayor Heymann, he agreed that bonding does cost; and the Mayor
said it is to originate and to pay interest on money we already have for which we are not making
any interest.

7. RESOLUTION CANCELLING CAPITAL ORDINANCE BALANCES TO OPEN
SPACE TRUST FUND (ORDINANCE NO. 2013:1143 IN THE AMOUNT OF $180,000
IN PART TO FUND REPAIRS TO BOROUGH HALL) Received from Administrator
3/17/14)

8. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH ATTORNEY TO PREPARE THE
NOTICE TO BIDDERS AND BID PACKAGE AND AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH
CLERK TO ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR SOLID WASTE TRANSFER SERVICES
(Received from Borough Attorney 3/18/14)

In response to Councilwoman Latner’s request for clarification, Borough Attorney noted
that there would be no change in services from the Borough to private pick up. The resolution is
necessary because a contract is coming up and advertisement is necessary to obtain the best prices
for the Transfer Station services. Mr. Rogan confirmed with Mr. Kashwick that this would not
involve recycling.
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15. RESOLUTION APPROVING PERSON-TO-PERSON TRANSFER OF PLENARY
RETAIL CONSUMPTION LICENSE NO.  0207-33-009-000-012 FROM JBS MACK,
LLC, D/B/A CASK 171 TO QUEEN ANNE WINE EXCHANGE, INC. (Notice of
Application for Transfer was published in The Record on 2/27/14 and 3/6/14) Adjourned
from RM 3/12/14 by Borough Attorney

Borough Attorney recommended that the resolution be removed from the Agenda. He
explained that there have been a number of correspondences between the parties attorneys; and
at this point, it appears to him and the Police Department that the applicant no longer has a place
to operate the license; therefore, the current application needs to be amended to be considered
inactive or a pocket license, which he has advised the applicant’s attorney, and it is his
recommendation that we hold off on this application until we find out additional information
and the original application is amended.

16. RESOLUTION RE TEMPORARY CAPITAL BUDGET (Received from Auditor 3/20/14)

6. COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. FINANCE AND TECHNOLOGY - DOLSON (GLIDDEN/KASHWICK)
1) STATUS REPORT RE CLOSTER WEBSITE – no report.
2) REPORT – Councilman Dolson reported the Board of Health met last week and

decided to adjourn for correction the proposal to change fees for businesses licensed by the Board.
There are conflicting numbers and methods and ways of assessing the fees. The Board will revisit
and reintroduce the ordinance.

Councilman Dolson reported there is nothing exciting going on at the Zoning Board as
they are all up to schedule on applications.

Mr. Dolson reported the Finance Committee had a brief meeting to discuss possible
amendments to the Budget to make it a little more conservative and practical and to prepare for
2015 at the same time. They anticipate having more information on that by the next meeting.

B. PUBLIC SAFETY - GLIDDEN (LATNER/BARAD)
1) REPORT – Councilman Glidden informed he had nothing to report but wished to

express he is very pleased to swear in Keith Dombkowski. He wanted it on the record that he is
amazed at the quality of candidates coming onto our force and they are really among the best.
Councilman Glidden thanked the Mayor and Council for their support.

C. PUBLIC WORKS - LATNER (DOLSON/GLIDDEN)
1) REPORT – Councilwoman Latner reported that there was a large leak in the

children’s room at the Library after the last major snow storm. The insurance company and
architect were contacted to start determining the scope of the repairs. They may want to perform
an infrared study to locate where the source of the problem is but the damage has been repaired.
They now have a bar code scanner that can read mobile apps so you don’t have to carry your
library card with you.

Councilwoman Latner wished to recognize Bill Dahle (Superintendent of Public Works)
for helping out Alisa Levinson when her daughter came home by ambulance; they cleaned out her
driveway to help with the whole situation. They also helped Elsa Alexandra of Piermont Road
who when she was snowed in, Bill and his son walked over there to clear out her driveway and
that really shows the type of people we have here in Closter.
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6. COMMITTEE REPORTS (Continued)

C. PUBLIC WORKS - LATNER (DOLSON/GLIDDEN) (Continued)
Mrs. Latner noted she is missing a meeting this evening between the seven towns

(Northern Valley region) in terms of there being a possibility of forming an alliance in regards to
everything that happened with Random Drug Testing; and she expressed her disappointment that
she was unable to attend same. Mrs. Latner said she would like to keep on top of whatever does
develop. On another note, there will also be an introduction for driving safe at NVOT sometime in
April. She voiced her understanding that they are trying to get all the towns involved and they will
further discuss forming the coalition at the driving program.

D. ORDINANCES - BARAD (KASHWICK/AMITAI)
1) REPORT RE ORDINANCE COMMITTEE MEETINGS – Councilman Barad

reported the Ordinance Committee met on 3/4/14 and discussed the sign ordinance along with
additional input from Lenny and Paul. Mayor Heymann informed she received more input for the
committee tonight. Dr. Barad says this ordinance has a life that keeps on going and going but they
are trying to bring it back to the Council. He recalled the ordinances changing fees and personnel
(policies) have already been approved for introduction. The committee is still in discussions
regarding the fine points of snow removal because they need to determine if homeowners can be
required to do certain things legally; like clean the sidewalks around fireplugs.

Councilman Barad informed he attended the Ambulance Corps meeting and he had
nothing to report at this time.

At this time, Councilman Dolson questioned if the snow is put there by a means other than
God, for example, a DPW plow; can the resident still be required legally to take care of that. Dr.
Barad explained there are many issues they are still discussing but the bottom line is the way the
snow piled up this year there were fire hydrants that were buried under the snow. That is a safety
hazard – and the question becomes who is responsible for clearing that and how we are going to
ensure our safety issues are covered and we plan to figure it out. Mr. Dolson voiced his dismay
that living on his street often during plowing they are moving at a good pace and it throws the
snow great distances which then turns the snow to ice because that pre-heating chemical is laid
down prior to snowfall. The people that do his driveway incidentally damaged their truck when
plowing because the snow was so heavy; and certainly he as a human being would not be able to
remove it from the sidewalk or fire hydrant either.

E. HUMAN RESOURCES - KASHWICK (DOLSON/LATNER)
1) REPORT RE PERSONNEL COMMITTEE MEETINGS – Councilman Kashwick

reported as the Chair of the Human Resources Committee, he met with the Borough Attorney,
Administrator and Borough Clerk primarily to discuss the fact there are too many last minute
agenda items. He noted our By-Laws state that items for placement on the Agenda must be in no
later than 12 noon the Thursday prior to the meeting. He explained that going forward unless
something is statutorily required, it will have to wait until the next meeting in order to not disrupt
the preparation of the agendas.

2) REPORT - Councilman Kashwick reported on the following items:
a. Historic Preservation Commission met earlier this week and discussed a Closter

Hall of Fame type exhibit and the latest Talks With Toby regarding the women of Closter.



CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL
WORK SESSION NOTES – MARCH 26, 2014 - 7:30 P.M.

6

6. COMMITTEE REPORTS (Continued)

E. HUMAN RESOURCES - KASHWICK (DOLSON/LATNER) (Continued)
2) REPORT (Continued)

b. The Environmental Commission discussed when recycling services are put out to
bid, if we were to place recycling bins in the downtown area could it be included that the vendor
would be charged with collecting that as well. Mr. Kashwick noted the Northern Valley Green
Fair will take place in Norwood on 4/26/14 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. and information is posted on
the website. He requested everyone let their social networks know so they can help get the word
out. The Green Team Clean-Up Day is scheduled for 5/3/14 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. There are two
meeting locations: the Nature Center by the Boy Scout Cabin off of the Piermont Road entrance
and in front of Borough Hall. Mr. Kashwick reported the green Team is also going forward with
their Sustainable Jersey application which is due on 6/8/14 at midnight. As a result of this there
may be some Resolutions brought before the Governing Body in order to get additional points for
their application.

c. Shade Tree Commission received its Tree City USA designation for the 14th

year in a row. Mr. Kashwick reported Arbor Day this year will be held on 4/28/14 at the Library
at 10 a.m. in conjunction with Tenakill School; and Hillside School at 11 a.m.

F. LAND USE AND CONSTRUCTION – AMITAI (BARAD/DOLSON)
1)          REPORT – In the absence of Councilwoman Amitai, no report was given.

7. OLD BUSINESS

Relative to the bathrooms, Borough Administrator advised that progress is being made
with the water lines being installed; and the meters are scheduled to go in which means the
inspections can be scheduled thereafter. A backflow preventer device is required by United Water
that is not required by New Jersey standards but must be installed. The other items are being taken
care of; and he has asked the Superintendent of Public Works to look at a contractor or two to take
care of some of the other items in the event the primary contractor does not meet the deadline.
Borough Engineer referred to the sewer lines; and Borough Administrator said he believed that
they have been installed. Councilman Kashwick referred to sidewalk damage by Mollicone Park
and Borough Administrator said same would be repaired.

Borough Administrator referred to mosquito spraying and advised that he had received
information from Bergen County relative to the spray used. He noted that the spray produces
toxins that kill mosquitos but have no effect on other organisms. The County would like to do one
spray in the Spring only specifically on Ruckman by the Nature Center; and a letter would be
needed from the Borough by March 31st to continue the process. Mayor Heymann said the
substance is organic and has been in use for at least 30 years. Councilman Kashwick said he and
the Superintendent of Public Works have concerns; but with the winter precipitation, it could be a
bad mosquito season; and, therefore, he would reluctantly agree.
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8. NEW BUSINESS

a. National Cooperative Purchasing Agreements (Received from Borough Administrator
on 3/20/14) – Borough Administrator advised that he and the Mayor attended a seminar

last Tuesday sponsored by the Bergen County Purchasing Department on purchasing but
specifically on the use of National Cooperative Purchasing Systems. These contracts are issued by
various cities across the country and can be used by any member of the cooperative. This would
expand buying power and there are a number of items such as fire trucks and heavy equipment
that can be purchased. There is one that has no membership fee and all conform to the
requirements promulgated under New Jersey Statutes and he has prepared a letter that would
accompany three resolutions asking to join the cooperatives. There would be very little work
required on our part and it was suggested that a notice be published noting the Borough’s use of
the cooperatives. Fees are generated from a portion of the sales from all of the commodities across
the country that goes back to each of the cooperatives. He would be including three resolutions on
the next meeting. In answer to Councilman Kashwick, Borough Administrator said that most are
national businesses but the purchase of equipment would be referred to a local supplier or vendor.

9. OPEN MEETING TO THE PUBLIC FOR ANY MATTER PER NJSA 10:4-12(A)
(SUBJECT TO A 5-MINUTE LIMIT PER GENERAL RULE NUMBER 11) EXCEPT
FOR ITEMS SCHEDULED FOR PUBLIC HEARING AT THE REGULAR MEETING

Steve Isaacson, 97 Columbus Avenue, referred to the termination agreement with Closter Plaza
that was approved at the last meeting and he read Item No. 17 from the agreement. Borough
Attorney clarified that this paragraph pertained to the original development of the Plaza and would
cover the time after the plan was approved by the Planning Board and subsequently sold. The
buyers - the Iranis - were subject to the original site plan approval referenced in the Agreement;
and the new owners – Edens - were liable to be bound by the same agreement until a new site plan
was approved, which it has been. Once the Planning Board approved a new design including
changes to the building configuration and parking, any future buyers would be required to comply
with the current approved site plan. The referenced agreement with the Plaza was entered into pre-
Municipal Land Use Law; and the Developers Agreement will indicate that the owners of the
property now have to comply with the newly approved plan. The Planning Board was aware of the
older agreement and site plan.

Relative to the improvement of the Vervalen/Piermont Intersection, Borough Engineer said
that same was not part of the resolution; and the County does not have jurisdiction. The resolution
states that the only way it can be included is if the Borough and the County share responsibility
and the Plaza paying their fair share.

Janet Flotard-Lukach, 290 Durie Avenue, questioned the status of the resumption of vegetative
waste pickup. Councilwoman Latner said it has been discussed at the DPW Committee level but
nothing has been determined as yet. It will be discussed at the next DPW Committee meeting.

10. DISCUSSION OF PUBLIC COMMENTS, IF APPROPRIATE

11. ANY OTHER MATTER WHICH MAY PROPERLY COME BEFORE THE
GOVERNING BODY



CLOSTER MAYOR AND COUNCIL
WORK SESSION NOTES – MARCH 26, 2014 - 7:30 P.M.

8

12. ADJOURNMENT

Motion to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:25 p.m. was made by Councilman
Kashwick, seconded by Councilwoman Latner and declared unanimously carried by
Mayor Heymann.

Provided to the Mayor and Council
on April 4, 2014 for approval at the
Regular Meeting to be held
April 9, 2014

______________________________
Loretta Castano, RMC
Borough Clerk

Prepared by Arlene Corvelli, RMC,
Deputy Borough Clerk, and
Carol Kroepke, RMC, utilizing
recording and Deputy Borough
Clerk’s notes

Approved at the Regular Meeting held April 9, 2014
Consent Agenda Item No. 22b
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