
HPC Monthly Meeting  Monday,  July 25
th

, 2016 

CLOSTER HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

MINUTES, July 25th, 2016 

             8:00 PM 

 
A.  Call to order – Statement of Open Public Meetings Act 
 

B.   Pledge of Allegiance 
 

C.   Attendance 

Present:  Tim Adriance, Jennifer Rothschild, Bobbie Bouton-Goldberg, Susan McTigue, 

Bill Martin, Erik Lenander 

Absent:  Joel Zelnik, Jayne Rubenfeld-Waldron, Orlando Tobia 
  

D.   Minutes- May 2016  Motion by Mr. Lenander, seconded by Ms. McTigue.  Approved 
 

E.      Open to Public - None present 
 

F.   Correspondence – Separate sheet.  Mr. Adriance read through the correspondence 

 

G. Old Business 

 1.  Active future proposals for designation  

A.  Nagel/Auryansen Cemetery – Mr. Adriance reports on the condition of the 

cemetery.  Ms. Rothschild reports that Devon Sampson of the DPW is still working on 

this property and takes care of it.   

B.  High Street District – Ms. Bouton-Goldberg proposes having a slideshow here 

at the Commission meeting so that it counts as toward CLG continuing education credits, 

and we could invite the High Street neighborhood.  Mr. Martin is proposing the October 

meeting (Oct. 24
th

).  

  C.  G. Trautwein-Haring Area – no report 

  D.  Blanch Avenue – no report 

 E.  MacBain Farmhouse – Mr. Adriance reviewed the history and will speak with 

Ms. Bouton-Goldberg.  Ms. Bouton-Goldberg shows photos that she borrowed from 

Ophelia MacBain.  Ms. Rothschild has scanned these photos.   

 2.  Hickory Lane – No report 

3.  Vervalen House, 151 West Street: Ms. Rothschild reads from old emails with Joann 

McNiff, the homeowner, that indicate that she was willing to speak with Tim and allow 

him to look at the house. 

 

 H. Liaison Reports 
1.  Council – no report 

2.  Planning Board – Ms. Heymann reports that the Zoning Board was to look at the 

Village School application, but it was postponed by the applicant’s attorney.  Discussion.   

 

I.   New Business 

1.  Lustron House caretaker position –Mr. Adriance introduces the topic and refers 

everyone to the two proposals to the Borough’s RFP, one from Michael Pisano and one 

from the architectural firm DF Gibson Architects.  Mr. Lenander describes the meeting 



that took place between Mayor Glidden, John Fry, Closter Borough administrator, Ed 

Rogan, Closter Borough Attorney, Jennifer Rothschild and Erik Lenander.  Everything 

that the caretaker would be responsible for will be set forth in a contract.  Discussion. Mr. 

Lenander says that unlike the MacBain Farm contract, this would be a much shorter 

contract, e.g. one or two years.  Ms. Rothschild states that the architectural firm of DF 

Gibson Architects is located more than an hour away from Closter, and that perhaps the 

firm misunderstood the nature of the RFP – that we need someone keeping a close eye on 

the property daily.  Ms. Heymann asks that if we recommend Michael Pisano, that we 

request that he be given a contract as soon as possible.  Ms. McTigue moves and Ms. 

Bouton-Goldberg seconds that Mr. Pisano be proposed as caretaker for the Lustron.   

Discussion:  Mr. Adriance expresses reservations about having the caretaker move 

forward with any major work, until the preservation plan is completed.  Mr. Martin asks 

that the agreement be written for strictly caretaker work for the time being, until the 

preservation plan specifies how to proceed with larger projects, and proposes that the 

HPC act as administrators for the Lustron House and that the caretaker report to the HPC 

as well as to the governing body.  Ms. Rothschild explains about the utilities:  the electric 

and water has been restored, but the gas has not.  Discussion about how to return gas 

service to the Lustron House. Mr. Adriance states that it would be better to run the piping 

to the house in the vicinity of where it was before. Discussion about the new exit signs 

that were installed inside the house, and removal of the weatherhead (by the electricians 

or electrical utility) that caused the problem with the roof. Mr. Stabile states that fire and 

CO detectors should be installed.  Mr. Adriance says maybe this should wait until we 

have the preservation plan, since installation will damage the fabric of the house, since 

it’s metal, and that since it’s not being used as living quarters it’s a different standard (for 

CO and smoke detectors).   Mr. Adriance re-reads the motion that Mike Pisano be chosen 

with the above provisos.  Unanimous approval.   

 2.  “In Service” education/lecture for CLG credit – see above 

3.  Continuing Education – report all classes and lectures attended to Jayne – No report 

 3. Talks with Toby – no report 

 

J.       Other:  Mr. Martin wishes to discuss the letter from the SHPO regarding our commission 

and the number of A and B members versus C members. Ms. Bouton-Goldberg offers to 

serve as a C member so as to remedy the situation.   

 

K.   Adjournment Motion by Ms. Rothschild, seconded by Mr. Lenander, to adjourn at 8:53 

 

 

 

  

 


