
 

 

  

Minutes 

CLOSTER HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Monday, January 27, 2014 

          8:00 PM 

 
A.  Call to order – Statement of Open Public Meetings Act 

 

B.   Pledge of Allegiance 

 

C.   Attendance:  Tim Adriance, Irene Stella, Jennifer Rothschild, Jayne Rubenfeld Waldron, 

 Orlando Tobia, Bobbie Bouton Goldberg, John Kashwick at  8:12 

 

D.   Minutes - November 2013 – MSC Jayne, Irene to approve the minutes. Abstained 

 William J. Martin (who was absent at that meeting)  Approved with minor changes. 

 

E.      Open to Public  -  no one wished to speak 

 

F.   Correspondence – Incoming:  Bergen County Dept. of Cultural and Historic Affairs re:  

 subdivision and AME Centennial Zion Church 

 Outgoing:  Letter to Mayor and Countil dated 11-20-13 re:  Moving the Lustron 

 

G.   Reorganization:  Tim explains offices.  MSC Bouton Goldberg, Rubenfeld-Waldron 

 to continue with all present officers. – Tim Adriance, Chair, Irene Stella, Vice-

 Chair, Jennifer Rothschild, Secretary and Rose Mitchell, Coordinator.  

 Oaths of Office:  Tim Adriance – administered by John Kashwick, councilman 

 Resolution regarding Meeting Dates:  MSC  Irene Stella, William Martin to approve 

 listed meeting dates 

 Resolution regarding newspaper of record – Bergen Record:  MSC Stella, Rubenfeld-

 Waldron (to approve Bergen Record as newspaper of record) 

 

H.  Certificate of Appropriateness – 117 Hickory Lane – Douglas Radick, 243 West Street, 

Licensed architect of the State of NJ;  license # 12580.  Representing Frank Vastano of 119 

Hickory Lane.  The building in question is at 117 Hickory Lane and was the kennel building.  

Revised drawings have been submitted for the Board’s review.  Mr. Radick states that the 

building was never ideal for human habitation and is currently falling down.  It is proposed to 

demolish most of it and build the building depicted in his plans over the foundation and garage.  

The new building will look very similar to the original structure except the height will be 3.5 feet 

higher.  He notes that visually, this increased height will not negatively affect the property.  Mr. 

Vastano discusses the braces – they will be removed, and the house will look very much the 

same, except the pitch of the roof.  He states that it’s unsafe in its current condition and that no 

one wants to live in this building.  Mr. Adriance asks about the garage doors and the foundation.  

Mr. Radick states that these will be retained.  The windows will be similar in size and style.  Mr. 

Radick states that the shutters will be re-used.  Mr. Adriance asks what manufacturer he is 

choosing for the windows.  Mr. Radick states: Anderson or Pella.  Mr. Tobia asks if they will use 

copper pipes – with the cold weather, freezing is an issue.  Mr. Vastano states that the pipes will 

likely be copper, as was used in the house (119).  The siding will be wood clapboard.  Discussion 



  

  

about the water main and pipes into 117 and 119.  Mr. Kashwick has a question about removal of 

additional trees.  Mr. Radick states that no trees will be removed.  MSC Stella, Bouton-

Goldberg (to approve the application as presented) 

Mr. Adriance will prepare a certificate of appropriateness for the applicants.  Ms. Bouton 

Goldberg asks if the Commission should provide something to the neighbors to assure them that 

the building will be re-built in kind. Discussion as to whether this is a restoration or a 

reconstruction.  Mr. Adriance makes a suggestion that a sign be placed saying that this 

reconstruction was approved by the HPC.   

  

 

I.   Old Business 

1.  Active future proposals for designation 

A.   Closter Borough Hall – hearing scheduled for February 24;  notification letter to go to 

Council via certified mail;  publication will be in newspaper of record 

B.   Nagel/Auryansen Cemetery – no report;  Mr. Adriance will work on the nomination report 

C.   High Street District  -  Ms. Bouton Goldberg has begun installing the exhibit in Borough 

Hall, both in the council chambers and downstairs by the mayor’s office.  She will begin title 

searches soon.  She suggests a committee meet to consider the boundaries of the proposed 

district.- Bouton-Goldberg, Rothschild and Stella are proposed.  Ms. Stella suggests that the 

Commission draw the residents into the process by sending a letter asking them for information 

so that they are a part of the process from the beginning.   Mr. Adriance suggests beginning the 

letter with “Dear Historic Homeowner” and telling them about the exhibit, etc.  

D.   G. Trautwein-Haring Area – Ms. Stella reports that the farm is being considered for a 

farm-to-table restaurant.  She asks is something should be done with buildings in that area, or 

should the Commission not be concerned.  Mr. Adriance describes the houses that are of interest.  

He states that the stone house is very unique, but has been heavily altered.  Ms. Stella asks if 

there is any history to be found on these houses.  Mr. Adriance states that he has information 

from early maps and photographs.  He states that one cannot see the Jordan house from the 

public right of way – it is a private driveway.  Mr. Tobia describes the stone pit (quarry) that 

used to be there and the old house that is there.  It belonged to the Techhio (?)  family.  Ms. 

Stella states that these houses should at least be listed somewhere – perhaps an update to the 

Bergen County Sites survey could be done?  Discussion about what constitutes a “stone house” – 

requires at least two stone walls.  Mr. Adriance surmises that this house was missed due to its 

obscure location, in the 1982 survey.  Mr. Adriance states that these can submitted as an 

addendum to the Survey and sent to the Bergen County Office of Cultural and Historic Affairs.  

Mr. Martin suggests sending a letter to that office (Ms. Brown or Ms. Strom) 

E.   Vervalen House 151 West St. – Ms. Bouton Goldberg asks if Mr. Adriance can get inside of 

the house.  Ms. Stella suggests that the Commission go ahead and start the designation process.  

Ms. Bouton-Goldberg states that dating the house would be helpful.  Ms. Stella is willing to 

speak with the homeowner.  Mr. Tobia offers to visit the house with Mr. Adriance.  Discussion. 

2.  Talks with Toby – The next one is February 26
th

 at 1 p.m. in the Senior Citizens Center, and 

the topic is the Ambulance Corps   

3.  Cemetery Award –  Ms. Stella suggests waiting for warmer weather, and do a ceremony at 

the cemetery rather than at a Council meeting 

4.  Closter Hall of Fame –  Mr. Zelnik states that his concert on Saturday was in collaboration 

with Bill Evans and Tony Bennett – from the time when Bill Evans was a resident in Closter.  He 



  

  

states that the climate is right currently to approach the library to dedicate a wall to the list.  

Design idea of using a photo of the person on a map showing where s/he lived.  Discussion. Ms. 

Bouton Goldberg describes Duke Krantz of High Street – pilot who was in original “King Kong” 

movie. 

 

 

H.   Liaison Reports 
 1.  Council – John Kashwick.  He reports that the Lustron was nearly lost last week, 

because a car skidded on the ice and hit the large oak tree in front of the house.  The latest news 

with respect to the Lustron house is a plan with the adjacent neighbor to buy a portion of the 

Lustron house’s property, and the offer is to donate the Lustron house to the Borough of Closter. 

Village School property – proposal of exchanging COAH units;  when the plan was approved by 

the Zoning Board, a certain number of units were discussed, but there would more COAH units 

in this new plan.  He states that it’s the same developer with the same plan as was approved by 

the ZBA several years ago.   

Budget – they are working on it for 2014;  the request for the Commission $3090.00;  this has 

not been approved yet.   

  

2.  Planning Board – Irene Stella.  This Thursday night the resolution for the Closter Plaza will 

be voted upon;  construction should begin soon.  Discussion.   

 

5.  Other – Environmental Commission.  Ms. Bouton Goldberg suggests designating the 

MacBain Farmhouse.  She has taken good photos of the house.  She discussed the history of the 

building with John McCaffrey, who is the caretaker/tenant.  Mr. Adriance suggests placing it on 

the goals for 2014.   

 

I.   New Business 

1.  2013 Report and 2014 Goals.   

2013 Report - Discussion.  Ms. Bouton Goldberg suggests adding the display downstairs in 

Borough Hall and the Closter Hall of Fame.  Other corrections will be collaborated upon by Ms. 

Rothschild and Ms. Stella.  Ms. Stella asks about the CLG reports and how they can be accessed, 

for information and whether Ms. Rubenfeld-Waldron could utilize this report. 

2014 Goals – Ms. Bouton-Goldberg suggests adding MacBain Farmhouse to the 

research/designation list;  otherwise everyone is in consensus MSC Martin, Rubenfeld Waldron 

to accept this list of goals.   

 

2.  Continuing education – Discussion about how the information should be reported to Ms. 

Rubenfeld-Waldron.  Ms. Stella suggests that the Commission look at the CLG report together 

next month.   

 

3.  Orlando Tobia’s archive of historic Closter materials –  Mr. Adriance states that Mr. Tobia 

has quite a lot of archives, and he suggests beginning to digitize this collection.  Mr. Adriance 

suggests students from the High School do community service by beginning to scan these 

archives.  He cites the HRVH (Hudson River Valley Heritage) on-line service.  Discussion about 

perhaps taking the photos to a service, e.g. Bergen County Camera, to professionally scan the 

items.  Ms. McTigue states that she finds groupons and can send off photos for scanning at low 



  

  

cost.  Mr. Adriance reports that old volumes of the Bergen Review (and Bergen News) have been 

donated.  The suggestion is that the Bergen County Historical Society might house them;  

question is whether Closter can house the collection.  Suggestion is that the Closter Public 

Library should create room for more local history.  Ms. Rubenfeld-Waldron suggests that these 

be stored at Orlando Tobia’s house until a more public space can be secured.   Mr. Tobia speaks 

about the Pelletier family in Closter, publishers of the Bergen Review.  Mr. Adriance will bring 

these volumes to Mr. Tobia’s house for storage. 

 

Addendum:  Ms. Rubenfeld-Waldron – asks if the Commission plans to do any events in 

connection with New Jersey’s 350
th

 Celebration.  Mr. Adriance relays historical information 

about the Nagel family.  Mr. Martin states that the County is meeting tomorrow to discuss. 

(Advisory Board meeting)   

 

J.   Adjournment –MSC (to adjourn) Stella  Bouton Goldberg at 9:30 p.m. 

 

 


