
Minutes of Environmental Commission Meeting on May 19th, 2009

Present:  Dave Scholz, Chairman;  Adrienne Isacoff, Steve Isaacson, Phil Gotthelf, Arthur 
Goldberg, Mary Mayer, Jayanthi Ramaswamy, and Bobbie Bouton-Goldberg representing 
the Closter Historic Preservation Commission.   Public:  Jayanthi’s daughter, a student, 
attended throughout the meeting.

Meeting Opened:  8:15 PM

Minutes of the March meeting were reviewed and approved.

Presentation:  Phil Gotthelf did a thorough summary of the Borough’s current status on 
sustainability and the ‘green’ initiatives with the Borough.  

Being considered:  
1. A pilot project with Rockland Electric involving switching the street lamps in 

town to magnetic induction lighting.  Magnetic induction fixtures are 
becoming standard in Europe.  They are less heavy and less expensive than 
LED lighting.  While they do contain a small amount of mercury, it is not 
dispersed throughout the bulb but rather contained within a clip-able bundle 
that can be sent back and recycled.  These bulbs are safe and should be 
available for home use within six months.

2. Be more precise and expansive about the ways we as a community work to 
reduce our carbon footprint.  Example: carbon is sequestered by the annual 
planting of trees.  Borough could better keep track of private trees planted by 
amending our tree ordinance to have people simply register their intent to 
plant one or more trees.  Guidelines on how to count carbon credits can be 
found at www.the-gex (global emissions exchange)

3. NJ Transit gives $100 to any person who organizes a carpool and cuts the 
carbon footprint for the town, adding to Closter’s carbon sequestation pool.

4. Load Sharing…the synchronized turning off of air-conditioning for example. 
The grid will pay communities to go on such a system.  There is incentive 
money available from the Federal Government.

How to proceed with involvement in any of these plans can be very daunting to a 
community.  Phil has suggested that the Borough start an Energy Consumption Profile of the its 
facilities, transportation, and various processes.  When such an energy audit (by Phil’s company 
Equidex) is completed, the next step would be for the Environmental Commission to research 
options  for projects and make recommendations to the Mayor and Council.  Phil will be sending 
out progress reports to Commission members.

Adrienne commented that this process was the logical next step now that the Sustainable 
Closter Initiative has been completed.

Open Space Fund:  members should e-mail to Dave any ideas they have about projects 
for which the Commission might apply for funding from the Borough’s Open Space Fund.  One 
suggestion:  Funding the conversion of the lights at Ruckman Field to magnetic induction lights.

Trail Signs:  Cross Closter Trail sign – need to identify exactly where the signs should 
go.  Demarest Nature Center (Dave Emerson) is working on a new map that shows the overlap 

http://www.the-gex/


between Closter and Demarest trail systems.

MacBain Farm:  the subcommittee (Dave, Mary, and Jayanthi) will plan to meet to 
begin to consider issues with the new contract.  Consider the Farm’s  sustainability issues, and 
maybe charging fees. 

This summer, the Farm may reduce the days it is open for picking. Perhaps just on 
weekends.   Some adjustments need to be made to bring the bee hive fencing up to code.  John 
McCaffrey would like to introduce bamboo to the farm.  The Commission is very cautious about 
this, noting its strong tendency to spread uncontrollably.  Especially it should not be installed 
along a property line as its spread then becomes impossible to restrict.  John should present to the 
Commission his plan for including bamboo on the Farm.

Closter Plaza site plan:  What sustainable construction ideas could the Environmental 
Commission offer that the developer could see to his advantage?  Magnetic induction lighting for 
parking lot fixtures?  A canopy over portions of the parking spaces with solar panels on top, as 
Great Adventure does now?    Currently the Plaza plans show no attempt at a green component. 
An energy or carbon audit could be asked for.   The Commission could ask for a meeting with 
the developer and all the land use boards, plus the mayor and Council to make recommendations. 
Could request that there be assurances that all demolition materials be recycled.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:00 PM.
Mary Mayer


