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CLOSTER BOARD OF ETHICS 
Meeting Minutes 

Special Meeting – July 25, 2013 
Borough Hall 

 
Attendees:   John Hernandez, David Hollender, Joseph Yammarino 

 
Absent:  Ben Pinczewski, Steve Roland, Susan Semler  

 
 

1. Meeting called to order at 8:44PM with Pledge of Allegiance led by Mr. Yammarino. 
 

2. Meeting held in compliance with Open Public Meetings Act as published in The Bergen 
Record and Star Ledger and posted on the Municipal Clerk’s bulletin board in Borough 
Hall. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes from the June 13, 2013 deferred until the October meeting.  
 

a. Meeting opened to public input and comment.  With no members of the public 
present, (see comments in Old Business), the Board moved to Executive Session. 

 
4. Old Business 

a. Financial Disclosure Statements – Mr. Yammarino sent follow-up emails to the 
chairmen of the Boards/Commissions whose members are required to file FDS.  
They were informed that this special meeting was being held for any individuals 
who had questions or required assistance in completing the forms.  We did not 
have anyone attend the meeting. 

b. A resident who inquired about filing a complaint was also invited to this meeting 
to discuss with the Board any questions he had regarding the procedure for filing 
a complaint.  This individual did not attend the meeting. 

 
5. New Business 

a. Mr. Roland emailed the Board on July 16.  He reviewed the responsibilities of the 
Board and singled out two items that should be reviewed to assure compliance 
with its responsibilities. 

 

 
 

Mr. Yammarino replied via email to (2) saying that Loretta Castano has 
maintained this list in the past.  The Board discussed this topic and agreed that it 
would be preferred if Ms. Castano continued with this job since she receives the 
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responses.  This can be discussed during our October meeting as part of the larger 
subject of re-writing the Code to accommodate the new FDS filing procedures. 

 
Mr. Yammarino replied via email to (3) saying that this has not been done in the 
past, but the minutes of the Board’s meetings are posted on the Borough website.  
Going forward however, the Board will put together a summary of the minutes 
from the past year and submit this to the Mayor and Council. 
 
Mr. Roland was thanked for his diligence in raising these points. 
 

b. Mr. Yammarino received an email on July 23 from Rich Sheola, Borough 
Administrator.  They spoke on the phone.  Mr. Sheola wanted to let the Board 
know that Mr. Kim’s complaint is currently a police matter and thus is not 
something that would be addressed by the Board of Ethics; he requested that we 
cancel our meeting.  Mr. Yammarino assured him that we were aware of the rule 
and said that the meeting could not be canceled because we may have individuals 
attending with FDS questions.  Mr. Yammarino further informed him that Mr. 
Kim was informed of the meeting and invited to attend if he had any questions 
regarding the procedures for filing a complaint. Mr. Sheola agreed that it was 
appropriate to proceed with the meeting. 

 
c. Mr. Yammarino received a phone call on July 24 from Mr. Jack McTigue of the 

Closter Police Department.  They spoke on July 25.  Mr. McTigue told Mr. 
Yammarino that he is investigating the Kim issue and requested that the Board of 
Ethics not get involved at this time.  Mr. Yammarino assured Officer McTigue 
that the Board is neither permitted to nor does it intend to get involved in the Kim 
complaint.  He informed Officer McTigue that Mr. Kim was invited to attend the 
meeting if he had any questions regarding the procedures for filing a complaint. 
Officer McTigue agreed that it was appropriate to proceed with the meeting. 

 
6. Meeting adjourned at 8:51PM 

 
7. Next Meeting Thursday October 11, 2013 

 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted: 

 
 

Joseph Yammarino 
(on behalf of Steven Roland, Board Secretary) 


